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HCCMGS Revitalized! 
 The Hancock County Chapter of the Maine 
Genealogical Society (HCCMGS) met February 8 at 
2:30 p.m. at the Ellsworth Public Library.  Past 
President Austin Carter opened the meeting with an 
explanation of the group’s history.  The group voted to 
hold meetings on the third Saturday of each month at 
2:30 p.m. at the Ellsworth Public Library. 

Officers elected for the coming year are: 
Richard Spinney, President; Austin Carter, Treasurer; 
and Charlene Clemons, Secretary & Publicity.  
Discussions of possible club projects included a 
genealogy fair to be held in the summer of 1997,  
submitting a family to the Maine Families in 1790 
project, and recording cemeteries in the Ellsworth area 
that are not already done.  Wayne and Janet Patten will 
check on the dates of the genealogy fair in Alexander so 
that we may schedule ours for a different weekend.  
Charlene Clemons will check with the local middle 
school to find the cost of renting their gym for a 
Saturday.  Alice Long suggested purchasing genealogy 
forms to sell as a way of raising money.  Publishing a 
regular newsletter was suggested by Wayne Smith, who 
also volunteered to edit it.  It was suggested that it 
include a queries column. 

Future meeting were scheduled through June.  
On March 15, Austin Carter will present a program on 
beginning genealogy, in response to the great many in 
attendance who considered themselves beginners.  On 
April 19, Tom Roderick will present a program on his 
Family Bible Records project.  On May 17, Mark 
Honey will do a program entitled The Union River 
Valley: Her People and Her Economy.  The program 

for the June 21 meeting is yet to be scheduled.  
Structure for future meetings was discussed.  A regular 
business meeting, program and short brain-storming 
session for individual genealogy problems was decided 
on.  The motion to adjourn was made and seconded at 
3:45 pm.   

	    Charlene Clemons, Secretary 
 
From our New President: 

I am still debating whether to thank you for 
electing me your president.  According to my informal 
head-count, there were over forty people who attended 
our February meeting.  Thank you to the library 
trustees and librarians for allowing us to use the space. 

I think it was apparent to all of us who attended 
that we are still getting ourselves organized.  Several 
ideas were presented at the meeting for our future 
direction, including holding a Genealogy Fair, getting 
together to document several of the cemeteries in the 
greater Ellsworth area, and researching the genealogy of 
an individual in the 1790 Census of Maine. 

In addition to these, I foresee us exchanging 
information about common ancestors.  I suspect some 
of us will share some how to and where to look type 
information as we get to know one another better. 

I look forward to seeing you at the March 15th 
meeting, and bring a friend. 

 	   Richard Spinney, President 
 
 

Genealogy on the Internet 
If you're on line, there are a number of very 

good WebSites relevant to genealogy.  The best is 
probably Cyndi’s List:  
www.oz.net/~cyndihow/sites.htm 
Others include: Ancestors: 
www.pbs.org/kbyu/ancestors/ 
Treasure Map: www.firstct.com/fv/tmapmenu.html 
and a general index: 
www.acpl.lib.in.us/information_resources/ 
genealogy_sites.html.     Happy hunting!! 
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From the Library 
 The Ellsworth Public Library, home of The 

Alvin S. Whitmore Memorial Collection, is 
delighted to once again be hosting the meetings of 
the Hancock County Chapter of the Maine 
Genealogy Society.  We are committed to 
providing area genealogists with the best in 
genealogy resources.  We welcome suggestions 
from patrons for book titles which we do not own 
and always welcome gifts for the collection.  A 
large part of our genealogy collection is made up of 
unpublished family histories which have been 
donated. 

When you visit us, be sure to check out the 
genealogy computer located next to the microfilm 
machines.  CD-Roms for genealogy material are 
becoming an increasingly popular and inexpensive 
way to make information available.  While we do 
not yet have the resources of the LDS Church 
Family History Centers, we do have the beginnings 
of a fine collection.  There is also an internet 
connection on this terminal for the exclusive use of 
genealogists. 

Also in the Whitmore Collection area is a 
two-drawer filing cabinet (known in libraries as the 
vertical file).  In this cabinet, you will find 
genealogy forms (for census research, deed 
abstraction, and will abstraction) which can be 
photocopied at 10 cents per page, short family 
histories, and clippings concerning genealogy.  
Newly added to this vertical file is a folder for the 
Hancock County Chapter of the Maine Genealogy 
Society.  In this folder there is a place to drop off 
queries for the Newsletter, a place to leave articles 
for the Newsletter, a place to leave messages for 
group members, and a file of copies of the 
Newsletter.  Please make use of this file, we want 
to hear what you want in your Newsletter.   

I look forward to seeing you at the library.  
Please feel free to ask for me at the circulation desk 
and I will be glad to show you the collection and 
help you get started using this fine resource. 

 
 	   Charlene Fox Clemons 

 

 

Queries - Charlene	  Clemons,	  Editor	  
 In each edition of the Hancock Historian, 
we will be happy to publish, free of charge, queries 
from our readers.  Please make your questions as 
clear as possible, including any information you 
have about the person you are searching for.  
Names, dates of birth, death, or marriage, and 
places of same will help you establish a link with 
other readers.   

Your submissions for this column may be 
sent to me by mail: 

Charlene Clemons 
RR 1 Box 337 
Hancock, ME 04640 

by e-mail:   charlene@seth.ellsworth.lib.me.us 
or may be dropped in the Queries folder in the 
vertical file in the Alvin S. Whitmore Memorial 
Collection at the Ellsworth Public Library. 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
Names in this edition: 

Burgin, Clemens, Clements, Clemons, 
Cunningham, Grindle, Jordan, Mathews, 

Patmore 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Query 101: Seeking the parents and birthplace of 
Wiliam Clements, m. in Eastport c30 Aug 1854 to 
Hellen Maria Mathews by Jery Burgin.  Is she 
the same person who m 10 April 1867 in Eastport 
Thomas Patmore?  Her name is listed as Mrs. 
Ellen Maria Clemens in the Vital Records from the 
Eastport Sentinal of Eastport, Maine 1818-1900.  
If so what happened to William Clements? C 
Charlene Clemons RR 1 Box 337 Hancock, ME 
04640 

* * * * * * * * 
Query 102: Who is the father of Josiah 
Cunningham listed in Surry records as b 30 June 
1841 in Trenton.  His mother was Mary 
Cunningham who later married Mathew Jordan 
of Trenton.  She had an older son Ruel Grindle b 
8 June 1837 at Surry.  Seeking the birthplace and 
parents of Mary Cunningham, as well as her 
husbands / father(s) of her sons. Charlene Clemons, 
RR 1 Box 337, Hancock, ME 04640 
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Membership	  Rolls	  
 

At the February meeting, all present passed 
around a sheet to record names, addresses, 
telephone numbers, and the families or places 
which they are working on.  To this was added the 
names of persons who had taken the beginning 
genealogy course with Wayne Smith, and other 
names from HCCMGS mailing lists.  The 
resulting four-page list is being reproduced here in 
hopes of fostering networking among our members 
and friends.  Please submit corrections, additions, 
and deletions to the list to our folder at the 
Ellsworth Library. 

Dues are Due! 
Also at the February meeting, it was 

decided that membership dues would be set at 
$5.00 per household.  We would like to request 
that you take a moment to fill out the update form 
below, correct any incorrect addresses, phone 
numbers, family information, etc. that is printed on 
the accompanying membership rolls pages, and 
send it to our Treasurer, Austin Carter, 321 Main 
St., Bar Harbor, ME 04609.  Austin will see to it 
that your membership informatio is updated prior 
to the next mailing.  Feel free to copy this form 
and pass it along to other people who might be 
interested in membership. 
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