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Time to Renew Memberships! See Page 5. 

 
President’s Corner 

 
It is hard to believe that it has been a year 

already since we reactivated our meetings.  It is 
good to see a continued interest after twelve 
months.  Thank you for reelecting me your 
president for another year.  I appreciate your 
confidence – at least that is what I like to attribute 
my reelection to. 

The other day I was reflecting upon the 
relationship we have with the Ellsworth Public 
Library.  Perhaps what prompted it was a chance 
meeting with a fellow at the library one day.  
When he discovered I was the president of the 
Society, he asked me where our library was.  I 
told him we did not have one.  Receiving the 
expected reaction of shock, I explained that we 
donated our holdings to the Ellsworth Public 
Library so everyone could use them.  He agreed 
that was perhaps the best arrangement. 

Some of you may still not be aware of this.  
At the January meeting, Max Brenninkmeyer 
donated The New England Historic and 
Genealogical Society Register on computer discs to 
the Ellsworth Library.  If the information on the 
discs were in the normal book (Register) form, the 
books would cover twenty feet of shelf space.  
Thanks to this donation, we can now sit down at 
the “computer in the corner” dedicated to 
genealogical research and quickly find information 
in the 140+ volumes of The Register. 

Not only that, we as a group donated the 
four-volume Index to the Register, Volumes 51-143 

to the Library.  Perhaps I should explain that, 
although the discs have an index on the last disc, it 
only contains the surnames of males.  How 
chauvinistic!  The index that we purchased 
contains the women’s maiden and married names 
as well.  Using the bound index along with the 
discs makes doing research a breeze.  
Unfortunately, the bound index to volumes 1-50 is 
out of print.  I have suggested to NEHGS that 
they reconsider since there is obviously a demand 
for the discs in the four volume index.  (The 
Library does have an index to genealogies in 
volumes 1-50, but it is not the same as having an 
every name index.)  Having the index to volumes 
1-50 unavailable is like having an otherwise great 
meal without the appetizer. 

In any event, I was very excited for us as a 
group and for the Ellsworth Library to have the 
library receive these two great items as gifts.  We 
are very fortunate to have such a close relationship 
with the Ellsworth Public Library.  We, of course, 
hold our meetings there, but just as important, the 
Library staff members are always willing to help 
find a book or other information, to order a 
publication or microfilm from other libraries or 
archives, or to patiently listen as we describe our 
lineage back for a dozen generations. 

I thank Charlene Clemons and Austin Carter 
for agreeing to serve another year in their 
respective posts as Secretary and Treasurer, and I 
congratulate and welcome Betsy Eggleston as our 
Vice President.        Richard Spinney	  
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Hancock County Chapter of the 
Maine Genealogical Society 

 
Minutes 

November 15, 1997 
 
 The Hancock County Chapter of the Maine 
Genealogy Society met Saturday, November 15, 
1997 at 2:30 PM in the Riverview Room of the 
Ellsworth Public Library with 16 people attending. 
 The Secretary's report was read and accepted.  
There was no Treasurer's report  and no report 
from the Chairs of the committees as all were 
absent.  Alice MacDonald Long gave a talk on 
becoming a Genealogical Certification.  The 
meeting was adjourned about 4:30 PM. 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
  Charlene Clemons 
  Secretary	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

Hancock County Chapter of the 
Maine Genealogical Society 

 
Minutes 

January 17, 1998 
 
 The Hancock County Chapter of the Maine 
Genealogical Society met Saturday January 17, 
1998 at 2:30 PM in the Riverview Room of the 
Ellsworth Public Library with 19 present.  An 
abbreviated secretary's report was given and 
accepted. There was no Treasurer's report due to 
Austin's absence.  Reports on the cemetery 
project were given by Joann Levin and Wayne 
Patten reported on the progress of the Genealogy 

Fair.  Betsey Eggleston spoke about the book of 
letters from the Morrison Family of South Blue 
Hill, which she had just donated to the Whitmore 
Collection,  Max Brenninkmeyer was thanked for 
his donation of NEHG Register on CD ROM  and 
other books to the Whitmore Collection.  Richard 
Spinney then told us that he had purchased the 
NEHG Indexes for volume 50 - 198 while they 
were on sale in December with an eye to having 
the Chapter pay for them from the treasury.  A 
motion was made and accepted for the Chapter to 
pay for the indexes and donate them to the 
Whitmore Collection.  After the business meeting, 
Mark Honey spoke on the Union River, 
concentrating on the women and the Irish.  The 
meeting adjourned at 4:15 PM.   
 
  Respectfully Submitted, 
  Charlene Clemons 
  Secretary 
 

	  
Hancock County Chapter of the 

Maine Genealogical Society 
 

Minutes 
February 21, 1998 

 
 The Hancock County Chapter of the Maine 
Genealogical Society met Saturday, February 21, 
1998 in the Riverview Room of the Ellsworth 
Public Library at 2:30 PM with 21 present.  The 
Secretary's report was read and accepted.  In the 
absence of Austin Carter, Charlene Clemons 
reported a balance of $539.45 in the treasury.  
Charlene reported that letters had gone to both the 
Downeast YMCA and the VFW to ask about the 
possibility of renting their facilities for the 
Genealogy Fair.  There was no other old business. 
 Under new business officers were elected for the 
new year.  Betty Lou Sawyer moved that the slate 
of officers now standing be re-elected.  The 
motion was seconded and the officers were re-
elected by unanimous vote.  Lois Johnson 
proposed electing a vice-president.  Joann Levin 
nominated Betsy Eggleston.  Betsy was elected 
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vice-president also by unanimous vote.  After the 
election of officers everyone introduced 
themselves and told what families and areas they 
were working on.  The meeting adjourned at 4:10 
PM.   
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
  Charlene Clemons 
  Secretary 
 

 

 

On Finding Relatives..... 
Dead and Alive 

 
 When I was eleven years old, I read a 
printed genealogy for the first time, The Stover 
Family, which had been put together by Forrest 
Snow.  It was my Grandfather Cunningham's 
maternal line.  By the end of the first page I was 
hooked and when I found out that the Cunningham 
family had not been done, I knew that one day I 
would search out the information.  By the time I 
reached my early thirties, I was searching in 
earnest.  I  found that Cunningham was only the 
first of many lines that I would feel the need to 
search.  There would be Alleys, and Clemons, 
and Clarks, and Hatts, and Grays, and McIntoshes, 
and McNays who would pass through my files 
over the years.   
 Always in the back of my mind was finding 
out more about my paternal line, the Foxes.  My 
parents were divorced when I was six and I had no 
further contact with my father.  Very slowly, I 
picked up bits and pieces.  At 32 I found out what 
my Grandmother Fox's first name was, as well as 
her maiden name.  I found my Grandfather Fox's 
parent's marriage and Gramp's birth.  All of these 
were very exciting to me but the most exciting find 
was still to come.   
 At the same time, I was also looking for a 
living relative....my father.  In 1991, I took one of 

my sons, Marcus, to the LDS Church in Bangor. 
He was interested in seeing what they had for 
information.  The new computer had just been 
installed and one of the volunteers offered to show 
me how to use it.  I asked for the Social Security 
Death Index and typed in my father's name.  
Since he was a Junior, I knew I would come up 
with my grandfather's death, but I wasn't sure if 
Dad was dead or alive.  Only one name came up, 
so Dad was still alive.  Less than two months later, 
I finally had my father's address and telephone 
number in my hand.  I wrote him a letter, filling 
him in on my life and telling him about my first 
grandson, his great-grandson who was named for 
him, and asking about his life.  A week later he 
called me and as they say the rest is history.  Dad 
and his wife Judy came for a week's visit with my 
family and we later went to Florida to visit them 
and to meet my half brother and sister.  What 
followed was the best six and a half years anyone 
could have asked for.  He was a constant source 
of love and encouragement for me as I embarked 
on a second career (the first being motherhood).  
We talked often, visited as often as we could, 
always with a great deal of laughter and warmth.  
He didn't really understand a lot about my 
genealogy work, but he appreciated the work that 
went into it and loved the history involved as much 
as I do.  He was always willing to answer 
questions about his childhood and family, related 
wonderful stories about my grandparents and aunt 
and uncles that I cherish.  Dad died in January of 
this year.  It was a short time to share our lives, 
but he will always be my most special "find".  No 
matter what line I search from now on, I know Dad 
will be looking over my shoulder, perhaps pointing 
to a record that I need, or tossing a book into my 
lap for me to look at.  Thanks, Dad. You were the 
best! 
 
  Charlene Fox Clemons 

	  
	  
	  

Wanted:	  
Dead	  or	  alive 
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NEW	  NET	  ADDRESSES:	  
  
The Internet Genealogical Dictionary  
<http://agi.hypermart.net>  
 An on-line index of thousands of 
genealogy-related Web page with the capability for 
you to add your own or any other Web page you 
think is relevant.  Listings are broken down into 
many categories. 
 
The Hingham Page 
<http://www.rootsweb.com/~mahigma/index.html
> 
 A listing of Massachusetts residents or 
those in Regiments / Command from 
Massachusetts who were prisoners in the South--
from The Capture, the Prison Pen, and the Escape, 
by Willard W. Glazier, pub. 1868. 
 
Yorkshire Genealogy Site 
<http://www.blunham.demon.co.uk/genuki/YKS/> 
 A nice map can be downloaded from this 
site, showing the area near Hull where most of the 
New England Rowley community set sail. 
 
The American Civil War Research Database 
<http://www.civilwardata.com> 
 Rated as a fantastic site.  Can be searched 
by name or by town. 
 
Prince Edward Island Genealogy  
<http://www.CyndisList.com/pei.htm> 
 Part of the famous Cyndi's List,  this site 
has actual cemetery inscriptions, church and parish 
records, obituaries, a connection to a list of persons 
doing genealogy research on PEI families.  
 

 
	  
	  

1790	  Project	  
 
 The 1790 Project is an attempt to 

document all the families living in Maine at the 
time of the 1790 census.  Our chapter of MGS 
wishes to participate in this project.  Submission 
for the next volume of Maine Families in 1790 
should contain the name of the head of the 
household as listed in the published 1790 census 
with the page number and the household statistics.  
For example: 

 
Jorden, Ebenezer  31c  2-4-3-0-0 
 Trenton town, Hancock Co. 

 
If possible the submission should contain as much 
information as can be found about the parents of 
the spouse as well as the person listed.  
Information about the children should contain 
births, marriages, deaths with dates and places.  
All vital statistics should be documented by 
primary sources if at all possible, i.e. town vital 
records, cemetery records, church records, etc.  
The goal is to provide as much information as 
possible about the three generations. 
 If you think you have a family that is ready 
or close to ready, bring it to the next meeting of 
HCCMGS for review, or send it to Austin C. Carter, 
321 Main St., Bar Harbor, ME 04609.  If 
published, the submitter will be acknowledged in 
the publication as well as our Hancock Co. Chapter. 
   Austin C. Carter 
 

Upcoming	  Events	  
March 21, 2:30 PM - Regular meeting at Ellsworth Public 

Library, Riverside Room 
April 18, 2:30 PM - Regular meeting at Ellsworth Public 

Library, Riverside Room 
May 16, 2:30 PM - Regular meeting at Ellsworth Public 

Library, Riverside Room 
June 20, 2:30 PM - Regular meeting at Ellsworth Public 

Library, Riverside Room 
July 18, 2:30 PM - Regular meeting at Ellsworth Public 

Library, Riverside Room 
August 15, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Genealogy Fair 
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Hancock County Chapter of the 
Maine Genealogical Society 
c/o Austin Carter, Treasurer 
321 Main Street 
Bar Harbor, ME 04609 
 


