
	  
The 

Hancock Historian 

 
Newsletter of the 

 
Hancock County Genealogical Society 

 
Volume 2, No. 3 

 
July 1998 

 
Genealogy Fair - August 15!! 

 
President’s Corner 

 
 I wish to thank Erna Wentworth for agreeing, 
albeit somewhat reluctantly, to be our new 
Membership Secretary.  Thank you Max 
Brenninkmeyer for doing such a great job printing 
the membership cards from a rough design.  For 
members who did not attend the June meeting, I 
think you will be pleasantly surprised when you 
receive your card. 
 In many cases, people who first start 
researching their family tree only gather names and 
dates as quickly as possible and gloat if they find 
they are descended from a Mayflower passenger or 
King Tut or whomever.  I agree that it is "neat" 
being descended from someone famous - or 
infamous - but, that should not be the sole purpose 
of doing the research.  Sometimes, by looking 
below the surface, one finds interesting 
coincidences. 
 I have just completed another article for The 
Maine Genealogist about the children of Godfrey 
Trim Jr.  Godfrey Jr. is an ancestor of mine.  His 
nephew, Robert Trim 2nd, was murdered in 
Bucksport in October 1879 as were Robert's 
daughter and granddaughter.  Miss Ada Snow, a 
neighbor of the Trims, was the last person to see 
Robert's daughter alive - other than the killer, of 
course.  
 I mentioned this murder to a young woman in 
my Adult Education Algebra class.  She said that, 
growing up, she had heard about it but did not 
know the details.  Upon reading a copy of the 

newspaper articles and looking at an 1881 map of 
the neighborhood, she called me. She grew up in 
the house where Ada Snow lived.  After we did a 
little more research, we discovered she is a great-
great granddaughter of Ada Snow!  (We have 
since documented our conclusions with copies of 
deeds, town records, etc.)  We also found that, by 
"backing up" one more generation, we are both 
descended from Godfrey Trim Sr. and are sixth 
cousins once removed ... at least I think that's how 
it works. 
 I encourage you to remember the resources at 
the Ellsworth Public Library as you conduct your 
research.  As Charlene and other librarians will 
testify, I'm there almost every day.  Today, I 
found some new sources sitting on the shelf.  
Now I'm off to look at them!   

 
     	   Richard Spinney 
 

 

============== 
 

Upcoming	  Events	  
July 18, 2:30 PM - Regular meeting at Ellsworth 

Public Library, Riverside Room 
August 15, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Genealogy Fair 

at Unitarian Universalist Church of Ellsworth, 
Bucksport Rd. 

 

============== 
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  TEMPUS FUGIT 
  
 I wish I had the time. 
 I wish I didn't feel so guilty when I make the 
time! 
 Oh heck, I can't resist this mystery solving stuff. 
 For that is the way I see this genealogy - it's a 
great mystery to be solved.  My Dad used to take 
the family to see the Agatha Christie mysteries at 
the local movie theater...I can always remember 
reading mysteries...now I'm doing mysteries! 
 
Mystery # 1: 
 
 We have a photo of Dad's grandparents! We 
know their names (Orlando Sydney Barr, Sr. and 
Abbie A. Colomy).  That's pretty good.  But no 
dates.  Well, she was from Berwick, Maine.  
She's buried there too, "in the family plot" (which 
family?).  That's the story passed down through 
the family.  She taught Dad's father to play piano. 
 (He was so good at it he played for the silent 
movies, and organ for churches, even giving 
concerts throughout Haverhill, Mass. where they 
lived.) There are a few manuscripts of short stories 
written by her, and sent to publishers...possibly a 
mention of a small royalty check...possibly a pen 
name...a take off on the name Barr...Anna Bahr...: 
and a mention of Os Barr, Sr.  possibly as a 
street preacher in Lynn, Mass., maybe as a 
salesman.  No idea where Os Barr, Sr. is from.  
No idea where he is buried.  They had three sons: 
 Orlando Sydney, Jr., Robert Theodore, and 
Randolph. 
 That's the set up.  But what a bunch of great 
clues!  While it was winter, I made some progress. 
Come the spring things came together by leaps and 
bounds.  And now I am stealing time whenever I 
can, to find out more and more!  Tempus Fugit! 
                                           
 ......to be continued 

                        
Joyce M. Barr 
Brooklin, Maine 
portwatson@acadia.net 
207-359-2753 

QUERY 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
Names in this edition: Mitchell, Staples, Peach 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
 

Query No. 109: Can anyone verify who George 
Benson Mitchell's parents are?  He was born 1 
August 1843 (place unknown).  He married (1st) 
Melvina Staples, d. 12 June 1872 in Ellsworth, 
ME.  He married (2nd) Penninah A. Peach on 25 
December 1873 in Ellsworth, ME.  He died Feb. 
9, 1921.  Is it possible that his father was Nelson 
Mitchell, b. 1818 in Ellsworth, ME?  Thank you 
for your help. 
   Linda Higgins  
   j_higgins@conknet.com 
 
 

Cogitations 
 

 Recently Agnes Carr and I were chatting and 
the subject of courtesy and genealogy came up. 
Since both of us have, over the years, had contact 
with a varied list of genealogists looking for our 
help, we have seen and heard just about everything, 
as I am sure many of you have.  One thing that 
stood out prominently in both our minds is the 
courtesy, or lack thereof, displayed by some of 
these people.   
 Perhaps this is as good a time as any to say a 
word (or maybe more) about this subject.  When 
any of us write to a library, county clerk, probate 
clerk, undertaker, long lost cousin or whomever, 
asking for information, please remember a few 
simple rules: 
 1.  Don't expect your letter to be answered in 
twenty-four hours.  Most people try very hard to 
get an answer out as soon as possible, but often 
genealogy questions are secondary to their main 
job.  Often if we wait patiently, we are rewarded 
with more information than we would have 
otherwise received. 
 2.  Whenever possible, write a letter 
explaining exactly what you are looking for.  
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Telephone calls put you in touch with a real person, 
however that real person may be in the middle of 
other business, and might miss the one piece of 
vital information needed to complete your request. 
 A letter spells everything out clearly and they can 
refer back to it to make sure they are finding the 
right information. It is usually best to limit your 
request in any given letter to one or two pieces of 
information or people.  Long lists tend to be put 
aside for that afternoon when everything else is 
cleared up.  
 3.  Always include a self-addressed-stamped 
envelope for any reply.   
 4.  Don't expect the person to call you long-
distance with your answer.  Most city and county 
offices are on tight budgets and long-distance 
telephone calls are strictly limited.   
 5.  Always offer to pay for any copying costs.  
 6.  If you do not want to pay a research fee 
(some places do charge them) make that clear in 
your letter.  The same goes if you have a limit.  
Ask what the charge is before you ask them to do 
the work.   
 7.  Always take the time to write a thank you 
note to the person who has found the information 
for you.  Believe me, this small courtesy will 
make your name stick in their mind, and when you 
want something else they will remember you and 
probably dig a little deeper for you.  
 8. If you are seeking help from a non-
professional person (the afore-mentioned long lost 
cousin), be willing to share your records with them. 
 Also it is a nice touch to offer to do research in 
your area for that person, should they ever need it. 
  
 9.  If you are getting information from a 
listserv on the Internet, take a minute to thank the 
people that answer your request personally.  Their 
e-mail address is listed on the message you get and 
it is simple to hit the reply button and type a quick 
thank you.   
 10.  Unless you are sure the person is willing 
and able, do not expect them to travel from the 
town office to the cemetery or to the county court 
house for you.  Many people have neither the 

time nor the ability to run around for other people. 
  
    Happy Hunting,  
     Charlene  
 
 

From the Library 
 
 Those of you who attended the June meeting 
heard the announcement of the biggest addition to 
the Library collection in some time.  For those 
who did, bear with me while I repeat it.  The 
Library, local historians and genealogists have an 
ANGEL. This person, who has chosen to remain 
anonymous, has underwritten the cost of 
microfilming ten years of the Ellsworth American 
(from 1921 to 1930) and donated the microfilms to 
the Library.  As most of you know these issues of 
the American have been for the most part 
unavailable to researchers until now.  At this 
writing, we have the only microfilm copy readily 
available to the public.  We would like to thank 
our Angel as well as Alan Baker of the Ellsworth 
American, who generously allowed the use of the 
American's bound copies for microfilming. This 
work will preserve this valuable resource, not only 
for us but for future generations of genealogists. 
 Lately several people have asked if I would 
accept "works in progress" for the Whitmore 
Collection.  The answer is "absolutely".  Most of 
us will never truly finish our genealogy projects 
(there will always be one more line to follow), and 
for many of us having our projects available in the 
Whitmore Collection may lead to contact with 
others who have the one piece of information we 
are looking for.  So, by all means, feel free to 
donate a copy of your "works in progress" to the 
Collection, and feel free to add to it or correct parts 
of it whenever the information comes your way. 
We welcome all gifts.   
 Speaking of gifts, does anyone out there have a 
copy of Maine Families in 1790, Volume I that 
they would like to donate to the Collection? Our 
copy has disappeared, and we would like to replace 
it with a donated copy, if possible.  
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 This has nothing to do with genealogy, but I 
hope all of you will take a few minutes when you 
are at the library to visit our new River Walk Park. 
The Park was planned and constructed by a 
dedicated group of Ellsworth Middle School 
students, and they have done a fantastic job.  
There are beautiful plantings, bird houses, bird 
feeders, brick steps, picnic tables, and benches for 
all of us to use and enjoy. 
 
   See you at the Library, 
    Charlene 
 
 

Hancock County Genealogy Society 
Minutes 

May 16, 1998 
 
 The Hancock County Genealogy Society met 
May 16, 1998 with 25 members and guests present. 
 The Secretary's report was read and accepted.  
The Treasurer reported that a total of 36 members 
have paid their dues for the current year and the 
treasury balance stands at $695.00.  A discussion 
of the Genealogy Fair and membership dues 
followed.  President Richard Spinney presented a 
program to show us many of the resources 
available on the Internet for genealogists.  The 
meeting adjourned at approximately 4:30 p.m. 
 
   Respectfully submitted, 
   Charlene Fox Clemons 
 
 

	  
 
 

 
 
 

Hancock County Genealogy Society 
Minutes 

June 20, 1998 
 The Hancock County Genealogy Society met 
June 20, 1998 in the Riverview Room of the 
Ellsworth Public Library at 2:30 p.m. with 32 
members and guests present.  The Secretary's 
report was read and accepted.  There was no 
Treasurer's report due to the absence of Austin 
Carter.  The scheduled program had to be 
canceled due to the illness of our guest speaker, 
Herbert Silsby.  Charlene made the 
announcement that an anonymous donor has given 
the Library microfilm copies of the Ellsworth 
American from 1921 to 1930, with the promise of 
another ten years to be microfilmed next year. The 
genealogy fair was discussed and volunteers for 
working on the fair were signed up.  A motion 
was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 
3:00 PM, with many people staying to discuss their 
projects until 4:30. 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 
    Charlene Fox Clemons 

	  
	  

The Maine Families in 1790 Project 
 
 The following was taken from The Maine 
Genealogical Society Newsletter of January 1998. 
Maine Families has been the Maine Genealogical 
Society's focal project for more than ten years.  
The goal is to establish all families living in Maine 
at the time of the 1790 census with accurate and 
well-documented research.  Since Volume 1 
appeared in 1988, the Society has stayed on course 
to issue a new volume every two years. 
 Family submissions may be made in any 
format but should include as much of the following 
information as possible (and please, cite your 
sources!): 
 1.  1790 census information - as enumerated 
in the printed census including page and column 
number, number of people in the household, 
county, and town. 
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 2.  Head of Household - name, birthdate, 
birthplace, parents' names, deathdate, deathplace, 
marriage date and place. 
 3.  Spouse(s) - name, birthdate, birthplace, 
parents' names, deathdate, deathplace. 
 4. Biographical Information - two or three 
sentences is requested. 
 5. Children - dates and places of birth, death, 
marriage, name of spouse(s), spouse's birthdate, 
birthplace, parents of spouse, spouse's deathdate, 
deathplace. 
 Every fact must be cited to the source where 
the information is found and primary sources 
should be sought wherever possible. Other 
information about criteria about citations, 
submissions, etc. may be found in the January 
1998 Hancock Historian, a copy of which is in the 
Ellsworth Library. 

	  
	  

NEW	  NET	  ADDRESSES:	  
 
www.rootsweb.com/~cemetery/registry.html 
 
 This is the website that had sooooo many 
cemeteries listed for Washington County (Perry, 
Maine) and virtually nothing for Hancock.  
Actually the whole state needs some work by my 
recent look at it.  It's a good project, though, 
whether on the web or in print in libraries, etc.  It 
all needs preserving.  We are going to get in 
touch with the person in Brooklin who manages 
the Brooklin Genealogy site. 
 This next address is especially good for people 
looking for help with genealogy and getting used 
to using computers.  There are people on this list 
who know quite a lot about how to make these 
darn computers work for us.  They can help with 
the technical problems.  And queries, hints, 
addresses, and sites are offered continually about 
genealogy how-to.  
        When you want to subscribe to the list 
you address e-mail to: 
 
  
 

   GEN-NEWBIE-L-request@rootsweb.com 
 
and you type: 
 
 subscribe 
 
in the body of the letter.  No quotes; all lower 
case. Don't type anything else.   
        They will send you back some 
information for new subscribers explaining what 
the list is all about, and you will start receiving the 
list.  They tell you how to unsubscribe too.  The 
same way as subscribing only you type 
"unsubscribe".  They are all a good bunch of 
people.  I've received a lot of helpful hints, and 
even made some contacts for some of our names. 
 

Jim Bartlett & Joyce Barr 
J & J Marine, Inc. 
HCR 64, Box 3055 
N. Brooklin, ME  04616 
207-359-2753   
cellph. 460-0851 
portwatson@acadia.net 

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
WORDS	  TO	  REMEMBER:	  
 

"There's a mighty big difference 
between good, sound facts 

and facts that sound good." 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Genealogical Word Search: 
Genealogy Buzzwords 

 
L I B R A R Y G O L A E N E G 
U S B S Q Z N O T E L E K S C 
B D M C E M E T E R Y P N U E 
U R N H A A L T R E U N I O N 
G O O B R Y C E N D E A T H S 
R C V T C Z I N L U G N N T U 
M E P I H S N O I T A L E R S 
O R P L I E O T Z D I C Y U U 
T O E C V T R S N G R N R O F 
H T D T E T H E O F R U O C A 
E S I R T G C V X B A Z T X T 
R E G N E S S A P E M M S N H 
H C R A E S E R E L A T I V E 
X N E D D A U G H T E R H L R 
I A E C R O V I D U N C L E Y 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hancock County Genealogical Society 
c/o Austin Carter, Treasurer 
321 Main Street 
Bar Harbor, ME 04609 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ANCESTOR  ARCHIVE 
AUNT   BROTHER 
CEMETERY  CENSUS 
CHRONICLE  COURTHOUSE 
DAUGHTER  DEATH 
DESCENDANT DIVORCE 
FAMILY  FATHER 
GENEALOGY GRAVESTONE 
HISTORY  LIBRARY 
MARRIAGE  MOTHER 
PASSENGER  PEDIGREE 
RECORDS  RELATIONSHIP 
RELATIVE  RESEARCH 
REUNION  SKELETON 
SON   UNCLE 
 
This puzzle was created at www.puzzlemaker.com 
by Network Solution Developers, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


