
	  
The 

Hancock Historian 

 
Newsletter of the 

 
Hancock County Genealogical Society 

 
Volume 2, No. 4 

 
September 1998 

 
Genealogy Fair a Great Success!! 

 
President’s Corner 

 
     I again thank Judge Herbert Silsby for being 
our guest speaker at the July meeting.  He gave us 
a number of examples of places where one might 
find references to long lost relatives and ancestors. 
 I have myself thought, "Ah, I won't find anything 
here." and then discovered a mini-gold mine.  So, 
it sometimes pays to look in those dusty corners 
where only spiders and tenacious genealogists 
dwell. 
     In my last column, I suggested using the 
Ellsworth Public Library resources - including the 
"computer in the corner."  The Maine State 
Archives has Maine Marriages 1892 - 1966 and 
Death Records 1960 - 1996 available through the 
Internet.  (For users at home: 
 http://www.state.me.us/sos.arc/general/admin/arcserv.htm) 
  
The site is bookmarked at the library.   
     There is also a "Helplist" bookmarked.  It is 
a list of volunteers who will do specific lookups 
for people "from away."  For example, I found an 
1820 deed from "Richard Clarkson of Brooksville, 
County Franklin, Indiana" in which he sold a 
parcel of land in Newburgh, ME.  I suspect he is 
the brother-in-law of one of my ancestors in 
Dixmont, ME.  Through the Helplist, I have 
contacted a volunteer in Franklin County, Indiana, 
who, I hope, will be able to discover some 
information about the spouse of Richard Clarkson - 
and perhaps of her parents.  
 

     Speaking of deeds - it helps to remember 
that people did not travel in a vacuum in the 1700 - 
1800's.  They tended to travel with family 
members. They also tended to purchase land from 
family members or in-laws and, in some cases, the 
deed will provide their relationships.  The 
appropriate County Registry of Deeds may house 
that elusive bit of information you've been seeking 
for so long. 
     Thank you to everybody who volunteered, 
who shared information, and who joined our 
membership at the Genealogy Fair on August 15th. 
 I saw a lot of smiling faces there as people found 
information on ancestors.  I myself met for the 
first time a distant cousin who grew up here in 
Ellsworth and who now lives "away" in New 
Hampshire.  
     I invite members to share their ideas, sources, 
etc. in this newsletter.  As I said before, you don't 
need to be a Steinbeck to offer advice and 
assistance to others.  

 
     	    Richard Spinney 

 

================ 
 

Upcoming	  Events	  
October 17 - Ray Robbins will speak on "History of Houses 
in Tremont"  
November 21 - "swap and share" for everybody to discuss 
the families they are working on and any problems they have. 
 

================ 
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Genealogy Fair 

 
     Our second annual Genealogy Fair was held 
Saturday, August 15, 1998 at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Ellsworth.  We are 
estimating somewhere in the neighborhood of 75 
people visited us during the course of the day.   
     Although the ladies from Washington 
County who attended last year's fair were unable to 
attend this year, there was plenty of information to 
keep everyone busy throughout the day.    
Names on e-mail became real people for some of 
us when those people arrived and introduced 
themselves.  New cousins were met and 
friendships made.  Some of us found yet other 
lines that connect us as cousins.  Many of us 
filled in siblings or an origin for a family line.   
     The Unitarian Universalist Church 
generously allowed us to use their photocopier, and 
it was kept busy most of the day.  The space at 
the church worked out very well, with the main 
room being used for the vendors and the 
genealogists, and a smaller room near the kitchen 
area used as a quiet place to eat and chat with 
friends.   
     A big "Thank You" to everyone who helped 
set up, clean up, direct people, served hot dogs, ran 
out for more supplies, and generally pitched in to 
help out wherever needed.  "Thank You" to 
everyone who made and distributed posters, 
donated food, paper supplies and money for the 
refreshment sale.  I will not try to name names for 
fear of leaving out someone, just know that all 
your help was appreciated.  Also "Thank You" to 
everyone who so generously shared their years of 
experience and research with others. 
     Will we do it again??  YOU BET!!  Mark 
your calendars for the third Saturday of August 
next year (August 21, 1999) for the Third Annual 
Hancock County Genealogy Fair.   
 
   - Charlene Clemons 
 
 

 
From the Library 

 
     The biggest news for the Whitmore 
Collection this month is the generous gift from 
Max Brenninkmeyer, who has presented us with 
two new CD's for the computer.  We now have 
available, Mayflower Descendants and The 
National Genealogical Society Quarterly.  They 
are both put out by the Family Tree Maker / 
Broderbund people, so they work the same way as 
the other CD's work, type in a name, click on a tab 
or button and you have the article concerning your 
relative.  Thanks Max,  I am sure they will get a 
great deal of use, in fact the regulars at that 
computer are already finding new sources of 
information from them.   
     In addition to Max's gift, Wayne Smith has 
given us a new printer for the genealogy computer. 
This desk-jet printer will replace the old dot-matrix 
printer, and is proving much quicker and quieter 
than the old one.  Thanks, Wayne.  The Holiday 
Inn of Ellsworth has donated a 
microfiche/microfilm reader which we have tucked 
in between the computer and the microfilm reader. 
 It has wonderful magnification, which should be a 
real help for some of those hard to read microfiche 
and Ellsworth American films.  The only problem 
with it is that the image rotation feature does not 
work, however, we will see if we can find someone 
to correct that problem.  Until then, it is there and 
you are welcome to try it out.   
     When you are searching for information in 
the Whitmore Collection, be sure to check out our 
genealogy magazines.  We are members of the 
Maine Genealogy Society, and receive their 
publications.  In addition to them, we subscribe to 
Forebears, which is devoted to Maine genealogy.  
Publication of this magazine is irregular but there 
is some good information in it.  The newest 
magazine to which we subscribe is New 
Hampshire Maine Connection, published quarterly 
in Litchfield, NH by Paula Kane.  Ms. Kane has 
done a fine job through her first year of publication 
to include information for both states, and to 
deliver the magazines in a timely fashion.  The 
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current issue contains a list from Benjamin Lake 
Noyes (Deer Isle area families) as well as an article 
on Long Island, in Blue Hill Bay including 
information on four early settlers--Carter, Day, 
Friend and Bartlett.  There are lists of New 
Hampshire marriages extracted from New England 
Marriages by Clarence Almon Torrey, and items 
from Kingston, New Hampshire history.  In 
addition to the magazines we subscribe to we have 
several magazines which are donated when the 
subscribers are finished with them.  All of them 
have information which make them well worth the 
time to sit and browse. 
     It has been a busy summer, with our usual 
visiting genealogists from away.  Word has 
spread far and wide about what our little collection 
has to offer, and many people plan their vacation in 
this area with the idea of visiting the Ellsworth 
Library for genealogy resources.  This is due in 
large part to all of you networking with "cousins" 
and other genealogists as you travel or go on-line 
or correspond with others looking for information 
you need..  Thank you. 
     Remember, starting September 12, the 
library will be open all day on Saturday, until next 
Memorial Day.  Hours are: Monday, Tuesday, 
Friday and Saturday 10-5, Wednesday and 
Thursday 10-8. 
 
   See you at the Library, 
    Charlene 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
WORDS	  TO	  REMEMBER:	  
 

"There's a mighty big difference 
between good, sound facts 

and facts that sound good." 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

TABLE FOR COMPUTING BIRTH DATES 
 
     The following reproduced from the 
Pathfinder Spring 1977, Vol. 6, No. 4. 
 

DATE   MONTH 
15   January 
16   February 
17   March 
18   April 
19   May 
20   June 
21   July 
22   August 
23   September 
24   October 
25   November 
26   December 
27   January 
28   February 
(29)   March 
(30)   April 
(31)   May 
1   June 
2   July 
3   August  
4   September 
5   October 
6   November 
7   December 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

 
1.  Find the DAY of death in the left column. 
Treating this day as 0, the day before as 1, the day 
before that as 2, etc., count up the column the 
number of days of life given.  If you reach the top 
of the column before you finish counting, continue 
at the bottom of the column.  If the month 
preceding that of death has less than 31 days, be 
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sure to skip the unneeded days in the column.  
You now have the day of birth. 
2.  Find the MONTH of death in the lower month 
column at right.  If you went past the 1st while 
counting days, go back one month.  Just like with 
days, count this month as 0 and count up the 
column the number of months of life.  This gives 
you the month of birth. 
3.  Take the YEAR of death, if you went past 
January while counting months, subtract 1 from the 
year of death.  Now subtract the number of years 
of life from the year you have to get the year of 
birth. 
Leap Years: Any year evenly divisible by 4, 
except the century years, unless they are divisible 
by 400 (1600 is a leap year as will be the dreaded 
year 2000). Remember when you count back the 
days, you skip only 31 and 30 instead of 31, 30, 
and 29, to correct the numbers of days in February. 
     Remember the rule:  Thirty days hath 
September, April, June and November. 
 
Example I: Subject died 31 May 1966 aged 94 
years, 11 months, 7 days. 
1.  Starting with 31, treat this day as 0 and count 
back 7 days.  This brings you to 24 
2.  We did not go past the 1st, so starting with 
May in the month column count up 11 months.  
This takes us to June. 
3.  We did go past January, so 1966 becomes 
1965.  Subtracting 94 from 1965 gives 1871.  
Therefore the birth date was 24 June 1871. 
Note:  Check the date, by starting with birthdate 
and work forward 
 
Example II: Subject died 1 March 1896, aged 35 
years, 7 months and 2 days. 
1.  Starting with 1, treat this day as 0 and count 
back 2.  The month preceding March is February 
and this was a Leap Year: so we skip the 31 and 30. 
 The day before March 1 was February 29, then 
treat the 29 as 1 and count back 2.  This lands us 
on 28. 
2.  We did go past the 1st, so starting with 
February in the month column count up 7 months.  
This takes us to July. 

3.  We did go past the month of January, so 1896 
becomes 1895.  Subtracting 35 form 1895 gives 
us 1860.  Therefore the subject was born 28 July 
1860. 
 
Note:  You would be wise to check your work by 
starting with the computed birth date and counting 
forward.   
 
This was taken from The Orange County 
California Genealogical Society Quarterly, Vol. 
18, No. 1, March 1981. 
 
 

Hancock County Genealogy Society 
Minutes 

July 18, 1998 
 
     The Hancock County Genealogical Society 
met Saturday July 18 in the Riverview Room of 
the Ellsworth Public Library.  The Secretary's 
report was read and accepted.  The Treasurer 
reported a balance of $725 in our account.   
     Final volunteers were solicited for the 
Genealogy fair.  A brief discussion was held 
concerning the display we are to have at the 
Library in August.   
     Speaker for the day was Judge Herbert 
Silsby.  His topic was genealogical information to 
be found in court records.  After his talk, he took 
questions from the group. 
     The meeting adjourned at approximately 
3:45 PM. 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 
    Charlene Fox Clemons 
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Here are some funny epitaphs from real tombstones: 
 
On the grave of Ezekial Aikle in East Dalhousie 
Cemetery, Nova 

Scotia: 
Here lies 

Ezekial Aikle 
Age 102 

The Good Die Young. 
 
In a London, England cemetery: 

Here lies Ann Mann, 
Who lived an old maid 
But died an old Mann. 

Dec. 8, 1767 
 
In a Ribbesford, England, cemetery: 

The children of Israel wanted bread 
And the Lord sent them manna, 

Old clerk Wallace wanted a wife, 
And the Devil sent him Anna. 

 
Playing with names in a Ruidoso, New Mexico, 
cemetery: 

Here lies 
Johnny Yeast 

Pardon me 
For not rising. 

 
Memory of an accident in a Uniontown, Pennsylvania 
cemetery: 

Here lies the body 
of Jonathan Blake 
Stepped on the gas 

Instead of the brake. 
 
In a Silver City, Nevada, cemetery: 

Here lays Butch, 
We planted him raw. 

He was quick on the trigger, 
But slow on the draw. 

 
A widow wrote this epitaph in a Vermont cemetery: 

Sacred to the memory of 
my husband John Barnes 
who died January 3, 1803 

His comely young widow, aged 23, has many 
qualifications of a good wife, and yearns to be 

comforted. 
 

A lawyer's epitaph in England: 
Sir John Strange 

Here lies an honest lawyer, 
And that is Strange. 

 
 
Someone determined to be anonymous in Stowe, 
Vermont: 

I was somebody. 
Who, is no business 

Of yours. 
 
 
Lester Moore was a Wells, Fargo Co. station agent for 
Naco, Arizona in the cowboy days of the 1880's.  He's 
buried in the Boot Hill Cemetery in Tombstone, 
Arizona: 

Here lies Lester Moore 
Four slugs from a .44 

No Les No More. 
 
John Penny's epitaph in the Wimborne, England, 
cemetery: 

Reader if cash thou art 
In want of any 
Dig 4 feet deep 

And thou wilt find a Penny. 
 
 
On Margaret Daniels grave at Hollywood Cemetery 
Richmond, Virginia: 

She always said her feet were killing her 
but nobody believed her. 

 
In a cemetery in Hartscombe, England: 

On the 22nd of June 
- Jonathan Fiddle - 
Went out of tune. 

 
 
Anna Hopewell's grave in Enosburg Falls, Vermont has 
an epitaph that sounds like something from a Three 
Stooges movie: 

Here lies the body of our Anna 
Done to death by a banana 

It wasn't the fruit that laid her low 
But the skin of the thing that made her go. 
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     More fun with names with Owen Moore in 
Battersea, London, England: 

Gone away 
Owin' more 

Than he could pay. 
 
 
 
   Someone in Winslow, Maine didn't like Mr. Wood: 

In Memory of Beza Wood 
Departed this life Nov. 2, 1837 - Age 45 yrs. 

Here lies one Wood 
Enclosed in wood 

One Wood 
Within another. 
The outer wood 

Is very good: 
We cannot praise 

The other. 
 
 
 
 

On a grave from the 1880's in Nantucket, 
Massachusetts: 

Under the sod and under the trees 
Lies the body of Jonathan Pease. 

He is not here, there's only the pod: 
Pease shelled out and went to God. 

 
The grave of Ellen Shannon in Girard, Pennsylvania is 
almost a consumer tip: 

Who was fatally burned March 21, 1870 
by the explosion of a lamp 
filled with "R.E. Danforth's 

Non-Explosive Burning Fluid" 
 
Oops! Harry Edsel Smith of Albany, New York: 
Born 1903--Died 1942 

Looked up the elevator shaft to see if  
the car was on the way down. 

It was. 
 

In a Thurmont, Maryland, cemetery: 
Here lies an Atheist 

All dressed up 
And no place to go. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hancock County Genealogical Society 
c/o Austin Carter, Treasurer 
321 Main Street 
Bar Harbor, ME 04609 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


