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What does Feb. 23, 1714/15 Mean? - see pp. 3-4 

 
President’s Corner 

 
Your Research: Any Word Could Offer a Hint 

Many of you perhaps saw "A Midwife's Tale" 
on Maine Public Television last year.  The story 
was taken from the book of the same name by 
Laurel Thatcher Ulrich.  The television series 
concentrated on the life and times of Midwife 
Martha Ballard from 1785 to 1812.  The book, 
available for loan from the Ellsworth Public 
Library, tells much the same tale but on a much 
different level. 

Martha Ballard's Diary was discovered by 
historians in Augusta State Library but many of 
them dismissed it as being not of any historical 
significance.  Too bad.  One of them may have 
won the Pulitzer Prize rather than Ms. Ulrich.  
Not only does "A Midwife's Tale" tell us of the 
living conditions of people from 1785 to 1812 - 
including perhaps our own ancestors, the author 
tells us to look at everything for potential clues.  
Clues can help us in our own genealogical research. 
 In the introduction, Ms. Ulrich gives an example 
of such a hint.  In her diary, Martha wrote of 
going to Mrs. Hussey's house.  Why "Mrs." when 
everyone else's home was referred to as "Mr." 
____'s house?  Houses back then belonged to men, 
not women.  Even when she went to see the 
"Mrs.", Martha would say, "Went to Mr. ___'s 
home.  I gave Mrs. ____ the money I owed her."   

In the Hussey instance above, through further 
research Ms. Ulrich found that Mr. Hussey was in 
Wiscasset jail, imprisoned for debt.  He was 

eighty years old.  So, a subtle thing such as 
"Mrs." instead of "Mr." can offer a hint to look 
further for information about our ancestors.   

If you want to learn about living conditions of 
your ancestors about 1800, I suggest "A Midwife's 
Tale."  If you want to get an idea of how 
significant seemingly mundane information might 
become, I again suggest "A Midwife's Tale".  
And, keep all your rough notes you take while in 
the field and review them from time to time.  You 
never know what little tid-bit you may have earlier 
dismissed that now holds the key to your puzzle. 

 
     	   Richard Spinney 

HANCOCK 
 

Upcoming	  Events	  
 

Scheduled Meetings and Programs for 1999 
 
May   15 - Workshop - bring your problems and 

your sources 
June  19 - [We need a speaker; here's your 

chance!] 
July  17 - Final Plans for the Genealogy Fair 
August 21 — Genealogy Fair at Unitarian 

Universalist Church, Ellsworth 
Sept  18, Oct 16, and Nov. 20 are open for 

programs. 
December — No Meeting.  Happy Holidays!! 
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From the Library 
  

NEW BOOKS THIS MONTH: 
 

Scots in the U.S.A. and Canada 1825-1875 by 
David Dobson  

Scottish American Gravestones by David 
Dobson 

Scotch Irish Pioneers in Ulster and America by 
Charles Knowles Bolton 

The Studhom Report edited by George H. 
Hayward 

From Mayflower to Maine: The Ancestors and 
Descendants of David Vinal Smith 1835-1915 by 
Alicia Kay Smith 

 
It has been a very busy couple of months since 

Cheryl Domina, Richard Spinney and myself 
appeared on Channel 5 news with Rhonda Erskine 
talking about genealogy. People who had thought 
for some time about doing a genealogy realized 
they had a local resource and made good use of it. 
It also brought a lot of questions about donating 
genealogies to the collection. We had a lot of fun 
doing the interviews and have enjoyed our "15 
minutes of fame". 

 Recently I spent a few minutes in Jesup 
Library in Bar Harbor (the former home of our 
genealogy group). While I was there I found a 
notebook entitled Mount Desert Island 
Genealogical Society. Thinking it might be a 
history of the group, I opened it to find 4 
generation charts of the then members. I am 
wondering if there would be any interest in doing 
something like that now. Please let me hear your 
ideas on the subject. 

 Another idea that has been suggested is a 
notebook, or notebooks of brief genealogies. 
Similar to the Albert Hill Papers which cover early 
families of Surry, not in depth, but enough to get 

people started. Several of us have two or three 
generations we have done to fill out a line, or in 
response to a request from someone else that we 
have neither the time nor interest to carry further. 
However, that information could prove to be 
valuable to a researcher in the future keeping them 
from having to "reinvent the wheel". Let me know 
thought on that as well. 

 A Web Reminder: At long last the LDS 
Church records are on-line at: 
www.familysearch.com While not all the records 
are there yet, there is still a substantial number. 
You can either search on resource or several for 
your ancestors. I have been told that more is being 
added regularly, so keep checking for those 
missing cousins.  

 A reminder that the Library will begin the 
summer hours on June 1st., which mean the library 
will be closing at 2:00 PM on Saturday. This will 
continue until Labor Day. Our meetings will still 
be held, except that we can have the library to 
ourselves in the afternoons. 

This afternoon James Ferguson dropped off 
several back issues of Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Connecticut genealogy magazines as 
well as issues of New England Historical 
Genealogical Magazine.  I really appreciate those 
of you who generously donate these magazines to 
the library when you are finished.  Connee 
Jellison gives DAR magazines and Harris McLean 
drops off the Mayflower publications.  These 
magazines are a wonderful resource for other 
genealogists. 

 

GENEALOGICAL	  
 

The New Brunswick Genealogical Society has 
announced that its 20th Anniversary Conference 
will be held July 30th to August 2nd, 1999 at  the 
Atlantic Baptist University, 333 Gorge Road, 
Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada.  For more 
information visit the N.B.G.S. web site at: 
http://www.bitheads.com/nbgs/ or contact Victor 
Badeau at:  badeau@nbnet.nb.ca 
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The Proper Interpretation of Dates 
(reprinted from The Improvement Era,  

October 1964, pp. 834-835) 

 

QUESTION:  In my search of original 
genealogical records I find myself confused by 
apparent errors in the recording of dates.  Some 
of the dates as written could not possibly be true.  
Let me cite three examples: 

1. A tombstone record states that Mary 
Sweetlove, wife of William, died 24 March 1700, 
yet the burial record of that parish shows her 
buried 26 March 1701, a year and two days later! 

2. A parish register gives the birth of William, 
son of Thomas and Alice Brown, as 30 March 1640. 
 A later entry states that Mary, daughter of 
Thomas and Alice Brown, was born 5 March 1640. 
Only 25 days apart!  Or were there two different 
sets of parents involved? 

3. A Bible record of a Quaker ancestor gives 
the marriage of William Mott and Elizabeth Allen 
as “3 Mo 18, 1742.”  But their first child, 
William, is recorded as born “I Mo 8, 1742," over 
two months before these respectable Quaker 
parents were married! 

This makes me wonder if I am misinterpreting 
these dates as they are recorded.  I am sending 
the record of their children as written down.  
Please tell me how these dates should be read. 
 

 Children of William Mott 
and Elizabeth Allen: 

 
 William b 1 Mo 8, 1742  
 Hannah b 6 Mo 4, 1744 
  d 3 Mo 15, 1750  
 James b 8 Mo 29, 1745  
 Elizabeth b 2 Mo 5, 1747  
 John b 2 Mo 17, 1749  
 Samuel b 3 Mo 7, 1750 
  d 12 Mo 16, 1750/1 
 Hannah b 4 - 4 - 1753  
 John b 6 - 24 - 1755  
 Henry b 5 - 31 - 1757  
 Richard b 8 - 20 - 1759  
 Joseph b 1 - 11 - 1762  
 Benjamin b 3 - 19 - 1765 
 

 
ANSWER: Your question requires a clear 
explanation of the changes that have been made 
over the centuries in the calendar and of the old 
and new styles of recording dates. These facts must 
be kept in mind by every genealogist who would 
be accurate. 

People of the various nations have accepted as 
the standard for measuring time the period required 
for the earth to complete one revolution around the 
sun, producing the four seasons. This is now 
known to be 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes, and 46 
seconds. In earlier times it was not possible to 
calculate this measurement so exactly.  So the 
solar year has been reckoned differently at various 
periods. 

The Egyptians arranged a year of 365 days, 
divided into twelve months of 30 days each, with 
five supplementary days added at the end of the 
year. 

In the year 45 BC Julius Caesar issued a decree 
that the Roman calendar, should consist of 365 
days and 6 hours, with an added day in February 
every fourth or leap year.  This Julian Calendar, 
as it became known, continued in use until the fall 
of the Roman Empire, and throughout 
Christendom until 1582. 

This calendar had the defect of making the year 
slightly longer than it actually was. By 1582 it had 
the vernal equinox falling on the 11th instead of 
the 21st of March as it should, a difference of ten 
full days.  To correct this error, in that year Pope 
Gregory XII abolished the Julian Calendar in all 
Catholic countries and established a reformed 
calendar known as the Gregorian Calendar.  In 
order to be rid of the ten surplus days Gregory 
ruled that October 5, 1582 should be called 
October 15.  This restored the equinox to its 
accustomed date of March 21. 

To prevent further irregularity it was 
determined that each hundredth year beginning a 
new century not divisible by 400 would not be leap 
year, but every fourth century, divisible by 400 
would be. Thus 1600 was a leap year; 1700, 1800, 
and 1900 were not; 2000 will be. 

The solar year, by this reformed calendar, is 
365 days, 5 hours, 49 minutes, and 12 seconds, 
near enough to the actual time for all practical 
purposes. 
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The pope also ordained that the new year 
should begin on January 1 instead of on March 25, 
Lady-Day, as under the Roman calendar. 

Protestant England and later her colony in 
America persisted in using the Julian Calendar 
until 170 years later.  By this time the difference 
between their calendar and the sun and between 
their calendar and that used in the rest of Europe 
was eleven days. 

In 1751 the British government decided to fall 
into line with the other countries, and Parliament 
passed an act for officially adopting the Gregorian 
Calendar beginning January 1, 1752. It ordered 
that the next day after Wednesday, September 2, 
should be known as Thursday, September 14. Riots 
occurred in London and some rural sections of 
England because the people thought the 
government was trying to rob them of eleven days 
of their lives. 

“To cite an example of what this change meant, 
let us consider the birthdate of George Washington. 
 He was actually born, according to the official 
calendar in force at the time, 11 February 1732. 
But, with the change in the calendar in 1752, he 
changed his birthday to conform with the new 
calendar and thus made it 22 February in order that 
he could celebrate, I suppose, the exact anniversary 
of his birth. Therefore, to state his birth date 
accurately, we should write: ‘Born 11 February 
1732, 0. S. (that is, old style), or 22 February 1732, 
N. S. (new style).'" (Gilbert H. Doane, Searching 
for Your Ancestors, p. 140.) 

Most persons did not follow this practice of 
adding eleven days to anniversaries of events 
which had occurred before 1752. 

In England and her colonies prior to 1752, 
there were actually two different systems of time 
calculation. By popular reckoning and for 
historical purposes the year began January 1.  But 
for ecclesiastical, civil, and legal purposes, 
including public documents, the year commenced 
March 25. 

Consequently, in order to describe accurately a 
date falling between January 1, the beginning of 
the historical year, and March 25, the beginning of 
the church and legal year, a double system of 
dating is necessary.  Thus a date, say February 10, 
would be written Feb. 10 1740-1, or Feb. 10 
1740/1, signifying that this day by old style was in 
the year 1740, but by new style was in the year 
1741.  The actual year, of course, would be 1741 
by modern reckoning, the last figure of the date 

indicating the year according to our present 
computation. 

Since many of the names of months were of 
pagan origin, the Puritans of New England, and 
especially the Friends or Quakers, preferred to call 
the months by numbers, March being the first 
month. 

'The manner of dating in use among Friends, in 
which months were designated by numbers instead 
of by names, added to the confusion.  January 
was the 11th month, February was the 12th, and all 
of March was called the first month although the 
new year did not begin until the 25th day of the 
month.  Thus, the last day of the 12th month was 
followed by the first day of the first month of the 
same year, and the 24th day of the first month was 
followed by the 25th day of the first month of the 
succeeding year." (Thomas W. Marshall in the 
“Introduction” to Encyclopedia of Quaker 
Genealogy, Vol. II, pp. 9-10.) 

With these facts in mind we are now ready to 
answer your three questions on dates. 

1. Mary Sweetlove, wife of William, died 24 
March 1700/1, and was buried two days later, 26 
March 1701. 

2. William, son of Thomas and Alice Brown, 
was born 30 March 1640; his younger sister Mary 
was born 5 March 1640/1, nearly a year later. 

3. The proper interpretation of dates for the 
children in this Quaker record is as follows: 
 
  OLD STYLE  
 William b 8 Mar. 1742/3 
 Hannah b 4 Aug. 1744 
   d 15 May 1750 
 James  b 29 Oct. 1745  
 Elizabeth b 5 Apr. 1747  
 John  b 17 Apr. 1749 
   d 7 May 1750  
 Samuel  b 16 Feb. 1750/1 

    1 Jan. 1752 
  NEW STYLE 
 Hannah b 4 Apr. 1753  
 John  b 24 June 1755  
 Henry  b 31 May 1757  
 Richard b 20 Aug. 1759  
 Joseph  b 11 Jan. 1762  
 Benjamin b 19 Mar. 1765 
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Genealogy is like Hide-‘N-Seek:   They hide ‘n I 

seek! 

 
We're On the Internet! 

 
Now, The Hancock County Genealogy Society 

can be found at http://ellsworthme.org/hcgs .  It 
is not a huge page with lots and lots of information, 
but it provides basic information about our 
organization and links to the Ellsworth Public 
Library, the Maine Genealogical Society, and the 
Rootsweb Hancock County Page, and there is 
information about obtaining information from the 
Hancock County Registry of Deeds and Probate 
Office.  Your president has also been speaking 
with representatives at the Black House who are 
establishing a new website.  When it is up and 
running, we will link to theirs and they will 
provide a link to our site. 

Our web space was donated by Downeast.Net, 
home of EllsworthMe.Com ... I emphasize the 
word "donated"  ... and I again wish to thank them, 
especially Jennifer Young, who worked on 
designing the page.  Also, a thank you to Max 
Brenninkmeyer who provided the logo with the 
tree and the Hancock County outline, similar to our 
membership cards.	  
Society 

 
Hancock County Genealogy Society 

Minutes 
 
March 15, 1999 
 

The Hancock County Genealogical Society met 
in the Riverview Room of the Ellsworth Public 
Library at 2:30 PM with 42 members and guests 
present. The Secretary’s report was read and 
accepted. Wayne Patton reported a balance of 
$633.97 in the treasury.  The Treasurer’s report 
was accepted. 

After a brief business meeting Max 
Brenninkmeyer presented a program on computers 
and genealogy, showing our new web page on his 
computer and talking about programs for 
genealogy.  

The meeting adjourned at 3:45 PM. 
 
April 17, 1999 

The Hancock County Genealogical Society met 
in the Riverview Room of the Ellsworth Public 
Library at 2:30 PM with 32 members and guests 
present. In the absence of both President Spinney 
and Vice-President Eggleston, Charlene Clemons 
called the meeting to order. The Secretary’s report 
was read and accepted. Wayne Patton reported the 
payment of about 40 memberships bringing our 
current treasury balance up to $888.30 with minor 
expenditures for postage. The treasurer’s report 
was approved as read. He also requested 
permission to purchase new checks and a briefcase 
to hold the treasurer’s materials. Both requests 
were approved. Erna Wentworth reported that she 
has the membership cards and would give them to 
anyone who wanted them. All others would be 
mailed together with the next newsletter.  

Charlene Clemons reported that Peter Johnson 
at the Bookshelf had donated to the Library an 
obstetrics journal from the 1920’s which he had 
found. Wayne Smith is in the process of scanning 
the book onto a disk for Peter, and Charlene 
Clemons will transcribe the book to make the 
information available to researchers. The Doctor 
has been identified as Dr. Charles Gibbs.  

Erna Wentworth brought up the possibility of 
holding the year 2000 genealogy fair in Orland to 
coincide with Orland’s 200th birthday. It was 
agreed that she should present the idea to the 
committee in Orland and try to set it up.  

At the end of the business meeting, Tom 
Roderick presented a program on Matrilineal 
Genealogy, with a focus on Mitochondrial DNA 
research.  

The meeting adjourned at 3:55 PM. 
    Respectfully submitted, 
    Charlene Fox Clemons 
    Secretary 
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Happy	  
 

Genealogical	  Tidbits	  
 

Here are a couple tidbits that came from 
"Ancestors West, Vol. 25 Number 2, Winter 1999" 
Newsletter of the Santa Barbara County 
Genealogical Society: 

A woman researching her ancestors found a 
cemetery plot which had four grave sites and only 
one was used; the other three were vacant.  Since 
an ancestor of hers had purchased the plots, she 
laid claim to them.  After research expenses of 
$37, she and her mother split $1163.  So, keep 
this in mind as you walk the cemeteries next time.  
There may be gold in them thar sites! 

Another article was entitled "Unknown 
Soundex Rule" and was originally printed in Marin 
Co. Kin Tracer, Winter 1999, Vol. 22, No. 1, pg. 
10.  The rule is: "if two or more equivalent key 
letters appear separated by an 'h' or 'w', the two or 
more letters are encoded as one letter; i.e., by a 
single number."  So, the name Ashcroft, for 
example, would be coded as A261, NOT A226. 

Ancestor	  
 

Shocking Revelations!! 
 

The Smiths were proud of their family tradition. 
 Their ancestors had come to America on the 
Mayflower.  Their line had included Senators and 
Wall Street wizards. 

Now they decided to compile a family history, 
a legacy for the children.  They hired a fine 
author.  Only one problem arose: how to handle 
that great-uncle who was executed in the electric 
chair? 

The author said he could handle that chapter of 
history tactfully. 

The book appeared.  It said that "Great-uncle 
George occupied a chair of applied electronics at 
an important government institution, was attached 
to his position by the strongest of ties and his death 
came as a real shock." 

Hunting	  
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