
	  
The 

Hancock Historian 

 
Newsletter of the 

 
Hancock County Genealogical Society 

 
Volume 6, No. 2 

 
March 2000 

 
Election of Officers This Saturday!! 

 
Restoring the 1890 Census? 

        Since 90% of the 1890 census was 
destroyed by fire, there is a project to publish a 
book listing all U.S. residents living at that time. 
This information will be furnished by descendants 
of those people.  There is no charge for listing 
your ancestors and when permission is granted, 
contributors will be listed with the proper reference 
to their ancestor entries. 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE is APRIL 2000! 
        The data will be published and sold at 
cost with copies going to the Library of Congress, 
Maine State Library, Maine State Historical 
Society, and the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints Library.  
        For submitting your ancestor's vital 
statistics please use the following format:  
Head of household-full name, age, date of birth, 
place of birth (include town-county-state), sex, 
race (W=white, C=colored, I=Indian, A=Asian), 
Spouse-full name, maiden name in ( )'s, age, date 
of birth, sex, race, information source (list family 
Bible, family genealogy book, etc.).  Notes are 
optional. Some notes will be added, e.g., 1st or 2nd 
wife, children by which wife, if they died or got 
married in 1890 or additional surname spellings. 
NOTE: Any person who died before 1890 or was 
born after 1890 will be omitted from the book.  
Send your submission via email to: 
   chinaDoll112@netscape.net   OR: 
    mail to:  Angela M. Foster 
  P.O. Box 2551,   
  Waterville, ME 04903 

 

Max Brenninkmeyer on the Mend 
     Perhaps most members are already aware of 
this but Max Brenninkmeyer, who took over as 
Membership Secretary last year, suffered a stroke 
around the beginning of February.  The good 
news is he is on the mend, and we hope to be 
seeing him up and around soon. 
 

	  
Upcoming	  Events	  

 
Scheduled Meetings and Programs for 2000 

 
 
Sat., March 18th - What is It and What is it 
Worth? - Al Sale, Jr. of Eastern Antiques, 
Ellsworth, Speaker.  Each member is asked to 
bring only one item from the attic, cellar or the 
what-not shelf that you are unsure of its purpose, 
its value, or its age.  This item could be a family 
heirloom or a flea market purchase but only one 
per member and Mr. Sale will identify it, appraise 
it and tell you its purpose.  Also: Election of 
Officers (held over from February) 
Sat., April 15th -     Tracy Crossman, Store 
Mgr., Mail Boxes, Etc. "Reproducing your old 
Photographs" 
Sat., May 20th - Search and Share Workshop 
Sat., June 17th - Field Trip! No permission slips 
necessary from parents.  Wilson Museum & 
Perkins House, Castine.  Time of tour, etc. to be 
announced later. 
Sat., July 15th - Meeting plans still in planning 
stage. 
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Sat., Aug. 19th - Genealogy Fair, Orland.  This 
should probably be publicized as much as possible 
for out-of-state members and the public.  They 
might want to make vacation plans. 
Sat., Sept. 16th - Search and Share Workshop.  
Final plans/preparations for MSG State Meeting in 
Ellsworth. 
Sat., Oct. 7th -Maine Genealogical Society 
Conference & Meeting, Ellsworth High School, 
Ellsworth, hosted by Hancock County Chapter. 
This should also be advertised in our newsletter as 
much as possible for those members needing to 
make vacation plans, etc. 
Sat., Oct. 21st - Ralph Stanley, Boat builder, Mt. 
Desert Island.  Meeting subject undetermined at 
press time! 
Sat., Nov. 18th - Meeting plans still in planning 
stage 
December - No meeting - HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
 
 
 

Mary Redman of HCGS Dies 
 
     I just wanted to let you know that HCGS 
member Mary Redman died on Mar. 5, 2000. For 
those of you who did not know her, she was very 
active in genealogy and was readily willing to help 
others - me included when she offered information 
about a family from the Bucksport area without my 
asking. 
Mary's notebooks are among the collection at the 
Ellsworth Public Library. They include 
transcriptions of Bucksport and Orland cemeteries, 
Bucksport Vital Records and Orland Vital Records 
and other manuscripts.  She will be missed by 
those of us who knew her. 
 
  Sincerely, 
  Richard Spinney 
 

Hancock County Genealogical  
Society Minutes 

 
October 16, 1999 

 

 The Hancock County Genealogical Society 
met Saturday October 16, 1999 at the Ellsworth 
Public Library with 21 present.   
 The Secretary’s report was read and 
accepted with minor corrections.  The Treasurer 
reported a beginning balance of $1072.26, with 
dues in the amount of $30.00 and expenses of 
$45.00 being paid for the use of the church for the 
August Genealogy Fair and $150.00 sent to Erna 
Wentworth.  The report was accepted. 
 A list of participants for the Fall 2000 MGS 
meeting was read.  Max Brenninkmeyer has 
agreed to do the brochure for us.  
 It was voted to change the membership 
year to the joining date, giving each person a full 
year’s membership. 
 The group talked about their “most 
important brick wall” in research.   
 The meeting adjourned at 4:10 PM. 
 

November 20, 1999 
 
 The Hancock County Genealogical Society 
met Saturday November 20, 1999 at the Ellsworth 
Public Library with 18 present. 
 The Secretary’s report was unavailable.  
The Treasurer’s report was read and accepted.   
 The Fall 2000 meeting was discussed.  
With no other business to discuss, an informal 
“Search & Swap” session was held.   
 The meeting adjourned at 3:25 PM 
 

January 15, 2000 
 
 The Hancock County Genealogical Society 
met Saturday, January 15, 2000 at the Ellsworth 
Public Library with 28 present.   
 The Secretary’s report was read and 
accepted.  The Treasurer reported a balance of 
$931.26 with no activity during the past month.  
The report was accepted.   
 Wayne Smith announced that the latest 
edition of the newsletter had been e-mailed to 
members with e-mail addresses that morning.  
Other members will receive their copies by mail 
shortly.   
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 A sign-up sheet was passed around for 
committees for the October 7, 2000 Maine 
Genealogical Society meeting.  After some 
discussion on the meeting, Joyce Barr shared with 
us her planning of a family reunion and gave us 
tips for what to do and not do.   
 The meeting adjourned at 3:30 PM. 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
  Charlene Fox Clemons 
  Secretary 
 
 

NARA Price Increase!! 
 
     The National Archives will be increasing the 
price of Military Service Records from $10 to 
$17.50, Pension Records (Rev. War, Civil War, 
etc.) from $10 to $40 effective July 1, 2000. 
     I was told this information by a staff member 
of the National Archives this last Saturday in 
Washington, DC.  You might want to get any 
orders in before the increase. 
 
  Lynda Suffridge, President 
  Arkansas Genealogical Society 
 
 

Social Security 
 
         The two major provisions of Social 
Security passed in 1934, relating to the elderly, 
were Title I- Grants to States for Old-Age 
Assistance, which supported state welfare 
programs for the aged, and Title II-Federal Old-
Age Benefits. It was Title II that was the new 
social insurance program we now think of as 
Social Security. In the original Act benefits were to 
be paid only to the primary worker when he/she 
retired at age 65. Benefits were to be based on 
payroll tax contributions that the worker made 
during his/her working life. Taxes would first be 
collected in 1937 and monthly benefits would 
begin in 1942. (Under amendments passed in 1939, 
payments were advanced to 1940.) 

         As President Roosevelt conceived of 
the Act, Title I was to be a temporary "relief" 
program that would eventually disappear as more 
people were able to obtain retirement income 
through the contributory system. The new social 
insurance system was also a very moderate 
alternative to the radical calls to action that were so 
common in the America of the 1930s.  In 1939 it 
became part of the cabinet-level Federal Security 
Agency, and in 1946 the SSB was abolished and 
replaced by the current Social Security 
Administration. 
         The monumental first task was the need 
to register employers and workers by January 1, 
1937, when workers would begin acquiring credits 
toward old-age insurance benefits. Since the new 
Social Security Board did not have the resources 
available to accomplish this, they contracted with 
the U.S. Postal Service to distribute the 
applications. The first application forms were 
distributed in late November 1936. The numbers 
were assigned in the local post offices. There is no 
record of who received the first Social Security 
number (SSN). 
         The first SSN account number record 
established in Baltimore was assigned to John 
David Sweeney, Jr. of New Rochelle, New York. 
Although, John Sweeney received the first SSN 
account, his was not the lowest number ever issued. 
That distinction fell to New Hampshire resident, 
Grace Dorothy Owen. Ms. Owen received number 
001-01-0001. 
         After Social Security numbers were 
assigned, the first Federal Insurance Contributions 
Act (FICA) taxes were collected, beginning in 
January 1937. Special Trust Funds were created for 
these dedicated revenues. Benefits were then paid 
from the monies in the Social Security Trust Funds. 
Over the years, more than $4.5 trillion has been 
paid into the Trust Funds, and more than $4.1 
trillion has been paid out in benefits. The 
remainder is currently on reserve in the Trust 
Funds and will be used to pay future benefits. 
         From 1937 until 1940, Social Security 
paid benefits in the form of a single, lump-sum 
payment. The purpose of these one-time payments 
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was to provide some "payback" to those people 
who contributed to the program but would not 
participate long enough to be vested for monthly 
benefits. Under the 1935 law, monthly benefits 
were to begin in 1942, with the period 1937-1942 
used both to build up the Trust Funds and to 
provide a minimum period for participation in 
order to qualify for monthly benefits. The earliest 
reported applicant for a lump-sum benefit was a 
retired Cleveland motorman named Ernest 
Ackerman, who retired one day after the Social 
Security program began. During his one day of 
participation in the program, a nickel was withheld 
from Mr. Ackerman's pay for Social Security, and, 
upon retiring, he received a lump-sum payment of 
17 cents.  The average lump-sum payment during 
this period was $58.06. The smallest payment ever 
made was for 5 cents! 
         The original Act provided only 
retirement benefits, and only to the worker. The 
1939 Amendments made a fundamental change in 
the Social Security program. The Amendments 
added two new categories of benefits: payments to 
the spouse and minor children of a retired worker 
(so-called dependents benefits) and survivors 
benefits paid to the family in the event of the 
premature death of a covered worker. This change 
transformed Social Security from a retirement 
program for workers into a family-based economic 
security program. The 1939 Amendments also 
increased benefit amounts and accelerated the start 
of monthly benefit payments to 1940. 
        Payments of monthly benefits began in 
January 1940, and were authorized not only for 
aged retired workers but for their aged wives or 
widows, children under age 18, and surviving aged 
parents.  On January 31, 1940, the first monthly 
retirement check was issued to Ida May Fuller of 
Ludlow, Vermont, in the amount of $22.54. Miss 
Fuller, a Legal Secretary, retired in November 
1939. She started collecting benefits in January 
1940 at age 65 and lived to be 100 years old, dying 
in 1975. 
         Ida May Fuller worked for three years 
under the Social Security program. The 
accumulated taxes on her salary during those three 

years was a total of $24.75. Her initial monthly 
check was $22.54. During her lifetime she 
collected a total of $22,888.92 in Social Security 
benefits. 
         Until 1951, the average value of the 
welfare benefits received under the old-age 
assistance provisions of the Act were higher than 
the retirement benefits received under Social 
Security. And there were more elderly Americans 
receiving old-age assistance than were receiving 
Social Security. Because of these shortcomings in 
the program, in 1950 major amendments were 
enacted. These amendments increased benefits for 
existing beneficiaries for the first time (see The 
Story of COLAs), and they dramatically increased 
the value of the program to future beneficiaries. By 
February 1951 there were more Social Security 
retirees than welfare pensioners, and by August of 
that year, the average Social Security retirement 
benefit exceeded the average old-age assistance 
grant for the first time.  
 

Social Security Chronology: 
 

6/8/34 Federal legislation to promote economic 
security was recommended in President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt's Message to Congress.  

6/29/34 President Roosevelt created the Committee 
on Economic Security to study the problems 
related to economic security and to make 
recommendations for a program of legislation. 

1/17/35 The Committee on Economic Security's 
recommendations were introduced in the 74th 
Congress. 

4/19/35 The Social Security Act was passed in the 
House of Representatives, 372 to 33. 

6/19/35 The Social Security Act was passed in the 
Senate by a vote of 77 to 6. 

8/14/35 The Social Security Act became law with 
President Roosevelt's signature. 

8/23/35 The Senate confirmed the President's 
nomination of the original members of the 
Social Security Board, John G. Winant, 
Chairman; Arthur J. Altmeyer, and Vincent M. 
Miles. 
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10/14/36 The first Social Security field office was 

opened in Austin, Texas. 
11/9/36 The Baltimore office for record-keeping 

operations opened in the Candler Building. 
11/24/36 Applications for Social Security account 

numbers were distributed by the Post Office. 
1/1/37 Workers began to acquire credits toward 

old-age insurance benefits. 
1/37 First applications for benefits filed. Ernest 

Ackerman, a retired Cleveland motorman, was 
among the first to apply. 

2/19/37 President Roosevelt accepted the 
resignation of John G. Winant from the Social 
Security Board and appointed Arthur J. 
Altmeyer as the new Chairman. 

3/11/37 First Social Security benefits paid (one-
time payment only). 

7/1/39 Under the Federal Reorganization Act of 
1939, the Social Security Board was made part 
of the newly established Federal Security 
Agency. 

8/3/39 Arthur J. Altmeyer was reappointed for a 6-
year term as the Chairman of the Social 
Security Board. 

8/10/39 The Social Security Amendments of 1939 
broadened the program to include dependents' 
and survivors' benefits. 

1/1/40 Monthly benefits first became payable 
under old-age and survivors insurance to aged 
retired 

1/1/40 Monthly benefits first became payable 
under old-age and survivors insurance to aged 
retired workers and their dependents and to 
survivors of deceased insured workers. 

1/31/40 Ida May Fuller became the first person to 
receive an old-age monthly benefit check under 
the new Social Security Law. 

11/19/45 In a special message to Congress, 
President Harry S. Truman proposed a 
comprehensive, prepaid medical insurance plan 
for all people through the Social Security 
system. 

7/16/46 Under the President's Reorganization Plan 
of 1946, the Social Security Board was 
abolished and replaced with the Social Security 

Administration; Arthur J. Altmeyer became 
first Commissioner of Social Security. 

8/28/50 Social Security Act Amendments 
established a program of aid to the needy who 
are permanently and totally disabled. 

4/10/53 William L. Mitchell became Acting 
Commissioner of Social Security. 

4/11/53 The Federal Security Agency was 
abolished and its functions transferred to the 
newly formed Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare. 

11/24/53 John W. Tramburg became 
Commissioner of Social Security. 

8/26/54 Charles I. Schottland became 
Commissioner of Social Security. 

9/1/54 The Social Security Amendments 
established a disability "freeze" to help prevent 
the erosion of a disabled worker's benefits. 

8/1/56 The Social Security Act was amended to 
provide monthly benefits to permanently and 
totally disabled workers aged 50-64 and for 
adult children of deceased or retired workers, if 
disabled before age 18. 

 
 

GENEALOGY TERMS 
 

Can a first cousin, once removed, return? 
Cemetery:  A marble orchard not to be taken for 

granite. 
Crazy.... is a relative term in MY family. 
Genealogy: Chasing your own tale! 
Genealogy: It's all relative in the end anyway. 
Genealogy: Tracing yourself back to better people. 
I trace my family history so I will know who to 

blame. 
It's hard to be humble with ancestors like mine! 
Life takes it's toll. Have exact change ready! 
Searching for lost relatives? Win the Lottery! 
That's strange; half my ancestors are WOMEN! 
Do I even WANT ancestors? 
Some I found I wish I could lose. 
Every family tree has some sap in it. 
FLOOR: (n) The place for storing your priceless 

genealogy records. 
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Friends come and go, but relatives tend to 

accumulate. 
Genealogists never die, they just lose their roots. 
Genealogy: A haystack full of needles. It's the 

threads I need. 
Genealogy: Collecting dead relatives and 

sometimes a live cousin! 
Genealogy: Where you confuse the dead and 

irritate the living. 
Heredity: Everyone believes in it until their 

children act like fools! 
I looked at my family tree...there were two dogs 

using it. 
I think my family tree is a few branches short of 

full bloom. 
Life is lived forwards, but understood backwards. 
My ancestors are hiding in a witness protection 

program. 
My family tree is a few branches short! 
Research: What I'm doing, when I don't know what 

I'm doing. 
Take nothing but ancestors, leave nothing but 

records. 
Theory of relativity: If you go back far enough, 

we're all related. 
 
 

FTM - Watch the Back Arrow Function! 
There seems to be a problem with FTM Ver. 7.0. 
The back arrow that takes you back to previous 
page is causing some problems.  Try this on a 
copy of your file. 
 
Sample: 
Father Time, born Nov. 23, 1927 
Mother  Nature, born Jul. 17, 1928 
Child Time, born, Mar. 30, 1949 
Child 2 Time born, Feb. 14, 1951 
 
Put your cursor on Father Time. Now click on 
more button for Child Time.  Change the birth 
date to 1950.  Do not click enter.   I say do not. 
 Now click on the back arrow.   You will 
probably get an error.   Say OK and then look at 
birth date of father time.   It will have changed to 
Mar 30, 1950!  This is quite bad if you do not 

have handy the date it was changed from.  I have 
read on message board that sometimes you do not 
get the error message so you have no clue that you 
have changed the fathers birth date to date of the 
child.  Then another message says that if you do a 
merge and then click the back arrow that you will 
get a damaged file message. 
 Here is the URL to go look up more info on 
this back arrow problem: 
<http://genforum.genealogy.com/errors/messages/7
755.html> 
   -  Peggy Vipond 
 
 

Dear Abby: 
 

Harriet From Tampa's advice about having 
elderly relatives record their memories for future 
generations is wonderful.  As the family historian 
and genealogist, I know how valuable these 
personal histories can be. 

 However, I am asking you to remind your 
readers that magnetic media are surprisingly fragile. 
 Recording artists and engineers have gone back to 
the studio only to discover that tapes made as 
recently as 30 years ago are flaking away and 
worthless.  Cassette tapes that sit on a shelf 
untouched for decades develop dropouts for no 
reason.  Media preferences change, too.  Many 
children growing up today have no idea what to do 
with a vinyl phonograph record, and the same fate 
could befall today's audio- and videocassettes. 

By all means, have Aunt Edna record her 
history.  But if she gives you an audio recording, 
make sure you transcribe it right away as a backup. 
 And if you use a word processor, print the file  
A computer file will last only as long as today's 
word processor, and the hard drive is a magnetic 
medium as well, making it as vulnerable as 
audiotape.  The paper might yellow, but it stands 
a better chance of surviving the centuries than 
tapes and computer disks. 

And while you're printing the file, make several 
copies and send them to various relatives who 
might also be interested in saving them for 
posterity.  Some will inevitably be destroyed, but 
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the more copies that are made, the more likely one 
will be preserved. 
   Charles O'Reilly 
   Rutherford, N.J. 
 
 

Remember 8870! 
Sally C. Conary writes: 
 In the event you don't have a computer 
close at hand to do the calculating, remember: 
8870.  That's not an error: It's the number to 
remember when you want to find the birthdate of 
someone when you only have the date of death and 
age.  How do you figure the birthdate? Suppose 
the person died May 6, 1889, at the age of 71 years, 
7 months, 9 days. 
 Write the year, month, day as: 18890506 
 Subtract the age at death:    710709 
 This gives the figure:  18179797 
 Now subtract 8870:     -8870 
 The result is:   18170927 

Year 1817, 9th month (Sept), 27th day or: 27 Sept. 
1817 
From: Platte Co., MO Historical/Genealogical Society 
 
 

Maine Sites: 
 
CEMETERIES 
<http://www.rootsweb.com/~mefrankl/cem.htm> 
     A Few Cemeteries in Maine 
<http://www.funeral.com/cemetery_listings/northa
merica/unitedstates/maine/> 
     Maine - Cemetery Listings 
<http://www.rootsweb.com/~memoca/moca.htm> 
     Maine Old Cemetery Association 
<http://politicalgraveyard.com/geo/ME/kmindex.ht
ml> 
     The Political Graveyard: Index to 
Cemeteries in Maine 
 
CENSUS  /  LAND 
<http://www.doitnow.com/~moravia/maine.html> 
     Maine Census 
<http://www.usgenweb.org/census/states/maine/ma
ine.htm> 

     Maine Census - USGenWeb 
 
CITIES  / COUNTIES 
<http://janus.state.me.us/homepage.asp> 
     Maine State Government Web Site 
<http://officialcitysites.com/maine.htm> 
     State of Maine Cities, Counties 
<http://www.state.me.us/sos/cec/elec/clerk.htm> 
     Provides the names and addresses of the 
town clerks in Maine 
 
HISTORY 
<http://www.50states.com/maine.htm> 
     Maine State Capital Constitution Flags Maps 
Song Symbols 
<http://genweb.net/~blackwell/books.html> 
     Site for Genealogy & History Books 
 
LIBRARIES  /  ARCHIVES 
<http://www.lds.org/en/2_How_Do_I_Begin/Wher
e_is_Locations/08_Northeastern_States.html#Main
e> 
     FHC's in Maine 
<http://www.acclaimed.com/helpful/me-lib.htm> 
     Helpful Addresses: Maine Public Libraries 
<http://www.bookwire.com/links/libraries/maine.li
braries.html> 
     ME Libraries 
 
NEWSPAPERS 
<http://www.acclaimed.com/helpful/me-
news.htm> 
     Helpful Addresses: Maine Newspapers 
<http://www.hometownnews.com/me.htm> 
     HomeTownNews - Maine 
 
VITALS  /  DEATH  /  MARRIAGE  /  
DIVORCE  RECORDS 
<http://www.vitalrec.com/me.html> 
     Maine Vital Records Information - birth,  
death,  marriage  &  divorce records 
<http://www.state.me.us/sos/arc/bwsosam1.htm> 
     Maine Marriages 1892-1899 
<http://thor.ddp.state.me.us/archives/plsql/archdev.
death_archive.search_form> 
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     Maine State Archives - Death History Search 
Form 
<http://thor.ddp.state.me.us/archives/plsql/archdev.
Marriage_Archive.search_form> 
     Maine State Archives - Marriage Search 
Form 
<http://www.state.me.us/sos/arc/archives/genealog
/marriage.htm> 
     Index to Maine Marriages 1892-1966 
<http://members.tripod.com/DanaRaePelletier/Ce
meterylistings.html> 
     Dana Rae's Maine Cemetery Listings: 
growing list of Maine gravestone transcriptions, 
indexed by cemetery and pre-1892 marriages 
indexed by town. 
<http://home.att.net/~n.c.hall/Census.html> 
     Downeast Maine Genealogy: Vital Records 
and 1850-1880 census for Washington Co., Maine. 
<http://www.mnopltd.com/jean/> 
     Jean's Maine Genealogy Page: Death and 
marriage index published in the Ellsworth Herald, 
Ellsworth American and Eastern Freeman (1853-
1891). 
<http://www.dotrac.com/> 
     MaineRoots: Extensive listings of 
genealogical links for Maine. 
<http://www.rootsweb.com/~usgenweb/me/vitalrec
ords/mevrpage.html> 
     State of Maine Vital Records Page (US Gen 
Web): Consists of birth/marriage/death indexes, as 
well as, surname listings for the State of Maine. 
 
WEBSITES 
<http://www.genealogylinks.net/usa/me.htm> 
     A Thousand Genealogy Links; Maine 
genealogy 
<http://www.mnopltd.com/jean/> 
     Jean's Maine Genealogy Page 
<http://www.rootsweb.com/~megenweb/> 
     Maine GenWeb - Maine Genealogy 
<http://www2.kbyu.org/ancestors/resourceguide/> 
     Maine Resource Directory 
<http://www.genexchange.com/me/index.cfm> 
     MEGenExchange 
<http://www.rootsweb.com/roots-l/USA/me.html> 
     United States Resources: Maine 

 

WebPicks 
pertaining to: New England and the  

China Trade, Sea Captains, and Ships 
 
New England and the China Trade 
<http://www.mit.edu/people/rtking/china_trade.ht
m 
 
Cohasset Sea Captains [from the History of 
Cohasset, a David Blackwell book] 
<http://www.genweb.net/blackwell/ma/cohasset/co
hcaptian1.html> 
 
Genealogy of  Capt. Stephen Phillips of  
Salem, MA 
<http://www.salemweb.com/org/phillipshouse/gen
ealog.htm> 
 
Nantucket Island Brief History and Capt. 
Tristram Coffin 
<http://www.salemweb.com/org/phillipshouse/gen
ealog.htm> 
 
Ship Building and Shipping in Maine 
<http://www.mpbc.org/TV/Shows/hometsom/mpts
chap13.html> 
 
Maritime History 
<http://pc-78-
120.udac.se:8001/WWW/Nautica/Nautica.html> 
 
The Great Ships  [Peabody Museum] 
<http://www.pem.org/archives/maritm3.htm> 
 
Capt. Joseph Peabody [who made millions in the 
China Trade] 
<http://www.pbdy.com/famous.html> 
William Farnsworth [who made his fortune in 
Maine in the shipping business, which fortune built 
the Farnsworth Museum with the vast collection of 
Wyeth paintings] 
<http://farnsworthmuseum.org> 
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Old Burial Hill, Marblehead, MA [fantastic 
ancient tombstones and a couple of sea captains, I 
hear tell] 
<http://www.oceansong.com/old_burial_hill> 
 
Schooners: The schooner is a fore-and-aft rigged 
vessel with at least two masts, named the fore and 
the main mast. According to the tradition the word 
schooner was first used in Gloucester, 
Massachusetts, in 1713 when a new vessel was 
launched at the shipyard of Andrew Robinson. It 
has been said that when the vessel entered the 
water that a spectator remarked “Oh, how she 
schoons!”, upon which Robinson replied: “A 
schooner let her be.” True or not, fore-and-aft 
vessels of the schooner type had been built before 
that date and are illustrated in Dutch paintings 
from the early 17th century.  Source: 
<http://pc-78-
120.udac.se:8001/WWW/Nautica/Ships/Schooners
/Schooners.html> 
 
Azoreans in the Gloucester, MA Whaling 
Industry 
<http://wwwlibrary.csustan.edu/bsantos/azorean.ht
ml> 
 
American Clipper Ships  
<http://pc-78-
120.udac.se:8001/WWW/Nautica/Ships/Schooners
/Schooners.html> 
 
 

Sea Fever 
by John Masefield 

 
I must go down to the seas again to the lonely sea 
and the sky, 
And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by, 
And the wheel's kick and the wind's song and the 
white sails shaking, 
And a grey mist on the sea's face and a grey dawn 
breaking. 
 
I must go down to the seas again, for the call of the 
running tide 

Is a wild call and a clear call that may not be 
denied; 
And all I ask is a windy day with the white clouds 
flying, 
And the flung spray and the blown spume and the 
seagull crying. 
 
I must go down to the sea again, to the vagrant 
gypsy life, 
To the gull's way and the whale's way where the 
wind's like a whetted knife: 
And all I ask is a merry yarn from a laughing 
fellow rover, 
And a quiet sleep and a sweet dream when the long 
trip's over. 
 

Dower Rights 
 
     Found an interesting article by someone in 
Maine.  If you're interested:  
     Christi A. Mitchell, a historian of vernacular 
architecture from Peaks Island and Alna, Maine, 
has an article about dower rights in Vol. 38, No. 3 
and 4, 1999 of Maine History (the journal of the 
Maine Historical Society).  She "explores the 
changing definitions of domestic space allotted by 
law to widows.  She uses this aspect of dower 
rights as a window into changing family relations 
in the early nineteenth century.   Dower 
assignments reflect an attempt to adapt to shifting 
household dynamics, to declining emphasis on 
land-based wealth, to a growing desire for privacy 
and to the sanctity of the domestic sphere" (p.166).  
   - Cheryl W. Patten 
 
 

Canadians Note! 
If you have Canadian connections this may interest 
you: THE GLOBAL GAZETTE - Canada's 
Family History Magazine Vol. IV, No. 03, January 
28, 2000.  A new issue of The Global Gazette is 
online, filled with new articles and ready for 
readers.  To check it out, click on: 
<http://GlobalGazette.net/gazettes/gaz49.htm> 
The Global Gazette is produced by volunteers and 
provided to the heritage community without charge. 
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1881 British Census 
 

<http://people.enternet.com.au/~tmj/c81-adrs.htm> 

     How to search the 1881 England census by 
street address. 
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