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Search and Share Workshop - May 20 

 
President’s Corner 

 
Thank you all for demonstrating your 

continued faith in me by again electing me as 
your President.  I want to thank especially 
Charlene Clemons for all the work she has done 
in the past several years as our Secretary  and 
for all the other things she has done behind the 
scenes to keep our society as active and as 
successful as it is.  Thank you to Joyce Barr for 
taking over the reins as Secretary, to Agnes Carr 
for assuming the duties as Vice President while 
remaining as Program Chair for the rest of the 
year 2000, to Wayne Patton for continuing to be 
Treasurer, to Max Brenninkmeyer for being the 
Membership Secretary and to Wayne Smith for 
continuing as Newsletter Editor. 

The Hancock County Genealogy Fair is 
being held the third Saturday in August at the 
Orland Town Office from 9:00 to 3:00.  We 
will be there to help Orland celebrate its 
"birthday."  Other than the location, the Fair 
will be much the same as past years so, bring 
your questions, your answers, your books, 
research materials, etc. etc.  Erna Wentworth 
and her daughter are the organizers this year and 
they are looking forward to us being there en 
masse in addition to the general public. 

The Hancock County Genealogy Society will 
be hosting the October 7th Maine Genealogical 
Society Conference and Meeting at the Ellsworth 
High School.  It has already been described at 
length in the Family Ties column in the Bangor 

Daily News.  In this newsletter, there is more 
information and a registration form. 

Quite a bit of work goes into preparing for a 
conference such as this.  I want to take this 
opportunity as well to thank all of you who have 
volunteered to help.  If you too would like to 
get involved, even for a few hours, please 
contact either Richard Spinney or Agnes Carr.  
There are still plenty of things to do to put 
together the final touches. 
   Sincerely, 
   - Richard Spinney 

	  
Upcoming	  Events	  

 
Scheduled Meetings and Programs for 2000 

 
Sat., May 20th - Search and Share Workshop 
Sat., June 17th - Field Trip to Wilson Museum 
& Perkins House, Castine. We have been 
scheduled to tour the Museum at 1 P.M. which is 
free of charge, cost of a tour of the Perkins 
House is $4.00.  Plan to car pool with friends 
and enjoy a day or afternoon in historic Castine.  
Brochures will be passed out at the May meeting. 
 If for personal reasons you can not be there at 1 
P.M., the facilities open to the public at 2 P.M., 
so come anytime and enjoy the day.  If more 
information is needed call Agnes at 667-2l34 or 
email at acarr@downeast.net. 
Sat., July 15th - John Fernald, History of Mt. 
Desert Island Dairies & their personalized milk 
bottles. 
Sat., Aug. 19th - Genealogy Fair, Orland.   
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To be held from 9 A.M. to 3 P.M. at Orland 
Town Hall, School House Road, Orland. Coming 
from Ellsworth, turn left at H.O.M.E. co-op and 
go straight until you reach town hall and school. 
Parking available on the school side of the town 
hall.  Plan on attending for all or part of this day 
and help Orland celebrate! Helpers will be need 
for food and set-ups.  Final preparations will be 
discussed at July meeting. 
Sat., Sept. 16th - Search and Share Workshop.  
Final plans/preparations for MSG State Meeting 
in Ellsworth. 
Sat., Oct. 7th -Maine Genealogical Society 
Conference & Meeting, Ellsworth High School, 
Ellsworth, hosted by Hancock County Chapter. 
This should also be advertised in our newsletter 
as much as possible for those members needing 
to make vacation plans, etc. 
Sat., Oct. 21st - Ralph Stanley, Boat builder, Mt. 
Desert Island.  Meeting subject undetermined at 
press time! 
Sat., Nov. 18th - Meeting plans still in planning 
stage 
December - No meeting - HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 
 
 

----------------------------- 
 
 

Hancock County Genealogical  
Society Minutes 

 
April 15th, 2000 

 
The Hancock County Genealogical Society 

met April 15th, 2000 at the Ellsworth Public 
Library.  There were 18 members and guests 
present.   

The Secretary’s Report was read and 
accepted.  The Treasurer reported a beginning 
balance of $927.80 with no disbursements and 
deposits of $45.00 for dues and $26.00 deposited 
for the Maine Genealogical Society October 7, 
2000 happening.  This left a current balance of 
$998.80. 

Under Old Business, Agnes Carr, the 
Program Chair, reminded us of the June 17th 
“field trip” to the Wilson Museum and the 
Perkins House in Castine.  Patty Hutchins, of 
the Museum, suggested the group come at 1 PM 
when she will be there to greet us and start us 
through the exhibits.  If the 1 PM time is too 
early for anyone, please come later if necessary.  
The Museum’s regular hours are from 2 - 5 PM.  
The Museum is Free, and admittance to the 
Perkins House is $4.00 per person.  Agnes 
stated that Castine is about 45 minutes from 
Ellsworth, and hopefully Patty Hutchins is 
sending a map which can be printed in the 
newsletter.   

The status of the MGS October 7th meeting 
being put on by our group was discussed.  The 
Speakers list is set, the brochure with a few fixes 
is set also. More vendors are needed. 

A reminder that Dues are due for many of us. 
 Dues are due on an annual basis from month 
joined.  Discussed the confusion of not getting 
a new membership card each year with renewals. 
 The Membership Secretary was not present.  
Suggestion was made that when giving out 
membership cards they should read “Member in 
good standing from ‘March 2000’ then folks will 
know what month their dues are due. 

Next month’s topic will be a Swap & Share 
session. 

Agnes Carr introduced the day’s speaker, 
Tracy Crossman, the Store Manager of 
Mailboxes, Etc. in Ellsworth. She presented a 
program showing the capabilities of the Color 
Copier in copying old photos; and also told of 
the many services of her company that could be 
useful to us. 

The meeting adjourned. 
  Respectfully submitted by  
  Joyce Barr, Secretary 

 
 

A Note from Erna Wentworth 
I received the following from Erna Wentworth whom 
you will remember had her house burn last year and 
she herself was badly injured in the fire. 
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  "Dear Richard, I addressed this in Oct and 
never wrote to thank the Hancock County 
Genealogy Society for the generous donation you 
sent to Cindy and me. Fortunately, it got 
deposited in the Camden National Bank and has 
been much appreciated by us. ... My daughter 
was able to rescue the membership book I had 
been keeping. It smells and looks a little smoky!  
Be glad when I can get to meetings again.  See 
you, Erna." 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
10,000-Year Calendar 

     There is a 10,000-year calendar on the 
Internet. It is very helpful when you have an 
obituary or other item that says "Last 
Wednesday" and don't know the day of the week 
the paper appeared. Enter the date of the 
newspaper edition, and you will have the date of 
the event!  
     http://www.calendarhome.com/tyc/  
     It should save some time in searching for 
anything that requires an exact date, such as a 
death certificate. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

FROM THE LIBRARY 
 
We are please to learn from a conversation 

with Russ Farnham of the New England 
Historical Genealogical Society that the Society 
is compiling a web page for the State of Maine 
listing the most important repositories of 
genealogical materials in the State.  This will be 
linked from the NEHGS web page.   

Russ is putting together the page and has 
chosen Maine State Library in Augusta, 
Sagadahoc Local and Family History Room at 
Patten Free Library in Bath, Stephen Philips 
Memorial Library at Searsport Marine Museum 
in Searsport, Bangor Public Library in Bangor, 
Fogler Library, University of Maine, Orono and 
The Alvin S. Whitmore Memorial Collection, 
Ellsworth Public Library, Ellsworth.   

Considering how new our collection is in 
comparison with the others on the list it is indeed 
an honor and privilege to be included.  A great 
deal of the credit goes to the members of our 
Society, not only for their generous donations, 
but for spreading the word as you correspond 
with other genealogists around the world.   

We will be sure to let you know the URL as 
soon as the page is up.  In the meantime, be sure 
to check out materials which have been added in 
memory of Joe and Charlotte Fortier.  Several 
CD-ROM products as well as a good number of 
books.  

Not in the Whitmore Collection, but worth a 
look if you are interested in the history of women 
and the sea is She Captains by Jan Druett.  
Those of you who read Ms. Druett's last book 
Hen Frigates, will appreciate her style of 
bringing history to life.  In She Captains she 
begins her narrative with the earliest records of 
women sailing and waging war at sea.  The 
Valkyries, Cleopatra down through history to the 
great women Pirates are all described in 
wonderful - readable style.  From the footnotes 
and bibliography you know she has done her 
homework before putting pen to paper (or 
keyboard to computer).   

See you at the library, 
 

   - Charlene 
 
 
 

 
In order to understand the 

living, you must first  
commune with the dead. 

 
 

 
Websites: 

The following are some websites that may be 
helpful if you are searching for info on "recent" 
wars. 
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American War Orphans Network: 
http://www.awon.org/ 
American Battle Monuments Commission 
(maintains overseas cemeteries and has recently 
put online searchable databases of those who 
died in WW I, WW II, and Korea -- overseas 
cemeteries only): 
http://www.abmc.gov/ 
National Personnel Records Center, St. Louis: 
http://www.nara.gov/regional/mpr.html 
World War II Links on the Internet (a 
definitive list): 
http://ac.acusd.edu/History/ww2_links.html 
 

Civil War Vets 
 

1.  You need to spend some time at the 
enclosed rootsweb site: 

http://www.rootsweb.com/roots-
l/civil_war.html 
and go into the listing for regiments by states. 
There are probably a lot of folks working on 
these - especially the 20th Maine which is one of 
the historic regiments - See the movie Gettysburg 
for more information. 

There is also: 
http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/info.htm 

which is the beta version of a project that the 
National Parks is doing to record the entire 
listing of those that served - check for your 
ancestors but realize that it is not completely 
functional yet. 

You should also check out: 
http://www.cwc.lsu.edu/cwc/civlink.htm 

which the master web page for a lot of links to 
Civil war sites. 

Then, turn your attention to: 
http://www.civilwararchive.com/unionme.ht

m and: 
http://www.rootsweb.com/%7Emecivilw/meci

vilw.htm 
regarding your Maine units. 

Finally, if anyone descends from a Union 
soldier, they should visit the Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War organizations: 

www.suvcw.org 

There is a connection to the allied orders for 
women as well. 

Hopefully, you will find pages similar to the 
one I created for my 74th PA Vol. Infantry unit - 
if you are interested please take a peek at: 

http://www.olypen.com/tinkers/74th%20Penn
sylvania/Webpage/default.htm 
 
 Rod Fleck 
 Camp Commander 
 Gov. Isaac Stevens Camp No. 1 
 Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Mary Grindle Redman’s Papers 
 

As many of you know, Hancock County 
recently lost one of our best genealogists with the 
death of Mary Grindle Redman of Bucksport.  I 
was privileged not only to be related to Mary 
through marriage (she and Marcus were second 
cousins) but also to count her as one of my 
dearest friends.  You might guess that I was 
thrilled to be included in the division of Mary's 
huge genealogy collection.  Her family took 
some materials, the Bucksport Library has the 
papers pertaining to the Bucksport - Orland - 
Verona area, and I got the remainder.  I have 
files I have not even looked at yet, however I am 
starting to sort some of it and over the next few 
months would like to share some of it with you.  
The first drawer of file cards I opened contain 
Franklin Vital Records, which Mary 
painstakingly copied while sitting in the Fernald 
house in Franklin, from the original books.  
Following is a list of entries for the Springer 
surname.  (Please forgive me for using families 
I am interested in but hopefully it will help others 
as well.)  If you have a particular name, let me 
know and I will list them in future columns. 

MARRIAGES-BOOK 1-1813-1846 
Springer, Charles of Plant 8&9 to Merier, 

Charity of Sullivan 
 Int. 8 Jan 1822 
 Cert. 23 Jan 1822 p. 208-209 



 
5 The Hancock Historian 

 
May 2000 

 
 
Springer, Charles of Franklin to Hardison, Sarah 

of Eastbrook 
 Int. 4 Dec 1841 
 Cert. 29 Dec 1841 p. 223 
Springer, Daniel of Plant 9 to Johnson, Hannah 

of Sullivan  
 Int. 5 Oct 1819 
 Cert. 3 Oct 1819 p. 202-203 
Springer, David to Scammon, Mary both of 

Plantation 4 
 Int. 28 Nov 1814 
 Cert. 21 Dec 1814 p. 200-201 
Springer, Mr. David (3rd?) of Plant. 8&9 to 

Johnson, Miss Abigail of Sullivan 
 Int. 10 Nov 1823 p. 210 
Springer, George of No. 15 to Hardison, Miss 

Eliza of Franklin 
 Pub 9 Dec 1834 
 Cert. 29 Dec 1834 p. 217 
Springer, George W. of Franklin to Gubtill, 

Rosanda of Gouldsboro 
 Int. 16 Apr 1839 
 Cert. 26 Apr 1839 p. 221 
 
Springer, George W. to Guptill, Rosanda both of 

Franklin 
 Int. 25 May 1839 
 Cert. Granted p. 224 
Springer, John of No 8&9 to Condal, Bethiah of 

Sullivan 
 Int. 19 Dec 1821 
 Cert. 2 Jan 1822 p. 208-209 
Springer John 3rd of Plant 9 to Condal, Bethiah 

of Sullivan 
 Mar. 3 Jan 1822 by Hiram Emery, Esq. P. 

205 
Springer, Lemon of Franklin to Young, Lydia of 

Goudsborough 
 Int. 8 July 1841 
 Cert. 31 July 1841 p. 223 
Springer, Lemuel R. of Franklin to Jamson, Miss 

Susan of Sullivan 
 Mar. 30 Nov 1837 by Steven Gould, JP p. 

206 
Springer, Moses of Trenton to Card, Lydia of 

Plant 8&9 

 Int. 3 Aug 1815 
 Cert. 20 Sept 1815 p. 200-201 
Springer, Samuel J. to Springer, Sarah Jane both 

of Franklin 
 Int. 1 Apr 1843 
 Cert. 14 Apr 1843 p. 225 
 Mar. 29 Apr 1843 by John West JP p. 

230 
Springer, Samuel K. of Franklin to Johnson, 

Susan of Sullivan 
 Pub. 28 Nov 1837 
 Cert. Granted p. 218 
Springer, Samuel N. of Trenton to Gordon, 

Hannah of Franklin 
 Int. 13 Jan 1843 
 Cert. 6 Feb 1843 p. 225 
Springer, W. Blean to Uran, Eleanor both of 

Franklin 
 Int. 27 Oct 1842 
 Cert. 10 Nov 1842 p. 224 
Springer, William to Uran, Eleanor both of 

Franklin 
 Mar. 22 Nov 1842 by William Withee p. 

207 
 
And so ends the marriages in Book 1. Please 

remember that these are a copy of the originals. I 
have double-checked this list against Mary's 
cards, but not against the original book. I have 
included question marks and underlines where 
Mary did, meaning, I suspect, that the writing 
was unclear.  

 
   - Charlene Fox Clemons 

 
 
 
 
 
The following article first appeared in The Rootsweb 

Review, Vol. 3, No. 17, 26 April 2000. 
 

GRAFTING FAMILY TREES 
 

by Myra Vanderpool Gormley, CG 
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Not even your family histories are safe from 
those who want to make a quick buck at your 
expense. Moreover, you might have been 
hoodwinked with a fabricated genealogy and 
your relatives might have been victims of estate 
frauds -- an old con game, and you might not 
even realize it.  

Early in the 20th century, about 200 
fabricated genealogies were produced by Gustav 
Anjou (1863-1942), a Staten Island, New York 
forger of genealogical records. Anjou developed 
a profitable business in mail-order ancestors for 
wealthy clients willing to pay about $9,000 for a 
family history. More than 100 genealogies 
compiled by Anjou have been located. They are 
widely accessible in most large libraries and have 
been reprinted many times, and probably are 
being used today by genealogists who are not 
aware that the pedigrees are false. Anjou, and 
others like him, simply grafted noble and royal 
ancestors onto their client's trees, sometimes by 
using invented European parishes and forged 
wills and vital records.  

Not only did Anjou falsify many genealogies, 
evidently he fabricated his own pedigree and 
credentials, according to Gordon L. Remington, 
Fellow of the Utah Genealogical Association and 
editor of Genealogical Journal of the Utah 
Genealogical Association, in an article that 
appeared in Volume 19, Nos. 1 & 2 (1991) of 
that periodical.  In the same issue also appears 
an excellent article on estate frauds by Helen 
Hinchliff, and one by Robert Charles Anderson 
on the Anjou pedigrees.  

According to Anderson, a certified 
genealogist and Fellow of the American Society 
of Genealogists, a typical Anjou pedigree 
displays four recognizable (at least to the more 
experienced researcher) features:  

  -- A dazzling range of connections among 
dozens of immigrants (mostly to New England).  

  -- Many wild geographical leaps, outside 
the normal range of migration patterns.  

  -- An overwhelming number of citations to 
documents that actually exist, and include what 
Anjou says they include.  

-- Here and there an "invented" document, 
without citation, which appears to support the 
many connections.  

Among the genealogies compiled by Anjou 
are those for: BEACH, BELL, CALDWELL, 
DENT, FREEMAN, GRANT, HENDERSON, 
HOUSTON, MARSHALL, McCORMICK, 
NOWELL/NOELL, ORMOND, ROCKWELL, 
SEAMAN, TERBUSH, WELLING, and 
WHEELER. For an extensive listing along with 
the call numbers of the Anjou genealogies 
available at the Family History Library, see 
FRAUDULENT LINEAGES: 

http://www.linkline.com/personal/xymox/frau
d/fraud223.htm 

http://www.linkline.com/personal/xymox/frau
d/fraud224.htm  

See also "Watch Out for Fake Family Trees," 
by James Pylant, editor of American Genealogy 
Magazine: 

http://www.genealogymagazine.com/watoutf
orfak.html 

Estate frauds touched hundreds of thousands 
of American families. If you uncover references 
to a fortune or estate that some of your relatives 
tried to obtain years ago, be wary. Also, you may 
encounter family members who will not admit 
that they or their parents were defrauded and 
who still believe there is a lost family fortune out 
there somewhere.  

The bulk of estate frauds has been associated 
with common surnames. These scams -- many of 
which occurred about 75 to 100 years ago -- 
worked like this. Confidence men sought 
"missing heirs" by placing advertisements in the 
personal ads or legal notices of newspapers. 
Then they planted stories in newspapers about 
huge estates that were soon to be awarded to 
rightful heirs. Naturally many people responded. 
Then these "heirs" -- at the urging of the 
swindlers -- would form associations as estate 
claimants, incorporate under the laws of their 
state and write letters to their cousins 
encouraging them to join the association, and pay 
the membership dues and special assessments for 
legal fees to fight for their "estates."  
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Newspaper wire services picked up dozens of 
such items about meetings of these various "heirs 
groups" in small towns. Eventually these stories 
began to appear in major newspapers such as The 
New York Times. Naturally, appearance in 
prestigious newspapers gave credence to the 
stories of the estates. Among the well-known 
estate frauds are those for these surnames: 
BAKER, DRAKE, EDWARDS, EDWARDS-
HALL, FISHER, HARPER, HYDE, JANS, 
KOHLER, MERCER, SPRINGER, and VAN 
HORN.  

Read more about the "Baker Land Hoax," 
"Buchanan Estate Scams," "Halberts' Clone," 
"False and Faked Mayflower Genealogy," 
"Faked Seminoles in the Confederate Army," and 
"Hoax of the Century," by following the links 
from the International Black Sheep Society of 
Genealogists' Genealogy Hall of Shame: 

http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~blksheep/sh
ame/index.htm  

See also: Baronage's "Caveat Emptor" 
http://www.baronage.co.uk/bphtm-

01/caveat02.html  
in re name histories and family crests; Cyndi's 
List: Myths, Hoaxes & Scams: 
      http://www.cyndislist.com/myths.htm 
and Genealogical Web Site Watchdog, which 
lists many Web sites that provide misleading or 
inaccurate genealogical information: 

http://www.ancestordetective.com/watchdog.
htm  

You might want to take a closer look at your 
family tree to see if some illustrious or phony 
ancestors have been grafted onto it and, if so, by 
whom. Before you brag to your grandchildren 
about those noble or royal lines, or those famous 
connections, be sure you are not perpetuating a 
myth, passing along a hoax, or barking up the 
wrong tree. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
What Do Those Initials Mean? 

 
Initials after your ancestor's names may 

provide useful information that you'd not 
expected.  The following list includes initials 
you may come across when reading old wills or 
other documents. 
a.a.s. died in the year of his/her age (anno aetitis 

suae) ( 86 y/o died in year 86) 
d.s.p. died without issue (decessit sine prole 

legitima) 
d.s.p.l. died without legitimate issue (decessit 

sine prole mascula supesita) 
d.s.p.m.s. died without surviving male issue 

(decessit sine prole mascula supersita) 
d.s.p.s. died without surviving issue (decessit 

sine prole supersita) 
d.unm.  died unmarried 
d.v.p. died in the lifetime of his father (decessit 

vita patris) 
d.v.m. died in the lifetime of his mother 

(decessit vita matris) 
Et al. and others (et alia) 
Inst. present month (instans) 
Liber book or volume 
Nepos grandson 
Nunc Nuncapative will, an oral will, written by a 

witness 
Ob. he/she died (obit) 
Relict. widow or widower (relicta/relictus) 
Sic so or thus, exact copy as written 
Testes witnesses 
Utl. late (ultimo) 
Ux. or vs. wife (uxor) 
Viz namely (videlicet) 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The following appeared in the Ellsworth American on 

March 30, 2000, Section II, page 11: 
 

“Connee Jellison Wins DAR Heritage Contest 
[Bar Harbor] - Connee Jellison of Salisbury 
Cove has won first place in the Daughters of the 
American Revolution's national American 
Heritage contest.    Jellison received the first 
for her essay "Celebrating Our Ancestors' Unity 
of Spirit and Unity of Purpose."  She based her 
essay  on material contained in her collection of 
family letters dating to the early 1800s. 
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     The Award was presented at the Maine 
chapter's 102nd spring conference held recently 
in South Portland. 
     Jellison has held numerous local and state 
DAR offices and chairs.  She has published 
three books on the history of Hancock County.” 
 
     I am certain all the members of the Hancock 
County Genealogy Society join in saying 
"Congratulations!" to Connee. 
 
 

MISCONCEPTIONS 
 

by Michael John Neill 
 
This is a semi-serious look at some misconceptions 
that genealogists (and non-genealogists) have about 
family history. 
 
1) WE ALL HAVE A FAMOUS ANCESTOR, 
SOMEWHERE 
I've got the names of over three hundred of my 
ancestors and have yet to have any of them 
qualify as "famous." In some cases, you may 
want to reconsider being related to  someone 
famous.  Hard-working, law-abiding relatives 
are nothing to be  ashamed of Try and 
document your ancestors accurately, whether  
they were famous  or  not. 
 
2) THERE ARE NO "EARLY" BABIES OR 
SHADY STORIES IN MY FAMILY TREE 
Trace your ancestry completely for six 
generations and then we will talk. 
 
3) THERE WERE THREE BROTHERS WITH 
THE LAST NAME OF [TAKEYOURPICK] 
WHO CAME TO AMERICA. WE DESCEND 
FROM THE YOUNGEST (OLDEST, MIDDLE, 
TALLEST, SMARTEST, ETC.) 
If this is true, then the number of families who 
had three sons is beyond statistical expectations. 
Check it out. 
 
4) IMMIGRANTS WERE ALL POOR 

There's no doubt that the vast majority of them 
were and came to America with only the clothes 
on their backs. Once in a while though, you'll 
find one who had a little bit of money and came 
to America hoping to make more. 
 
5) LIFE BEFORE 1900 WAS ONE OF 
BUCOLIC PASTORAL BLISS, DOTTED BY 
BARN RAISINGS AND CHURCH SOCIALS 
 
Life before 1900 was hard. No running water, no 
electricity, no law (in some areas), rudimentary 
medical care (if any), child labor, and few of 
life's creature comforts. This only scratches the 
surface. I'm not even so certain life was 
"simple." If I want a loaf of bread, I go to the 
store. Great-great-grandma likely did not. 
 
6) EVERYONE LIKES TO HEAR THE TALES 
OF "NOTORIOUS" ANCESTORS 
Not everyone will think the story of great-great-
great-grandma's four husbands, two  divorces, 
involvement in a murder, and the running of a 
tavern should be  included in the family history. 
 
7) CENSUS AGES ARE ALWAYS CORRECT 
You must be kidding. 
 
8) OFFICIAL RECORDS SHOULD NOT 
CONTAIN ERRORS 
They do. The best way to deal with it is to try 
and research around it where possible. 
 
9) GENEALOGISTS ARE ALL RETIRED 
Not so. There are genealogists out there who 
have yet to hit forty or retirement. If you see one 
who has yet to hit puberty, tell them to interview 
their grandparents now. Most of all  encourage 
them, gently. 
 
10) GENEALOGY IS NOT AN 
INTELLECTUAL HOBBY 
Ever tried to read through (and understand) sixty 
pages of court records  from the 1840s? I've 
taken calculus exams that made more sense. 
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Same thing goes for platting property in  metes 
and bounds. Talk about applied mathematics. 
 
11) MY FAMILY HAS A CASTLE IN 
EUROPE. 
Some did, but don't believe it until you see it. 
Don't really believe it until you see the deed, title, 
etc. 
 
12) MY ANCESTOR SERVED WITH 
WASHINGTON, LEE, GRANT, ETC.  
Choose your war , take your pick. There are lots 
of these stories. Check them out before  
believing them. Document your ancestor's 
service, accurately. 
 
13) I GOT IT ON THE INTERNET, 
THEREFORE IT MUST BE TRUE 
Nope. 
 
14) I GOT IT ON THE INTERNET, 
THEREFORE IT MUST BE FALSE 
Nope. 
 
15) I CAN DO MY GENEALOGY ENTIRELY 
VIA THE INTERNET 
Nope. 
 
16) I CAN DO MY GENEALOGY WITHOUT 
THE INTERNET 
Possibly, but it really saves time. 
 
17) THE RECORDS IN STATE Y ARE 
CLOSING BECAUSE IT WAS POSTED TO 
THE GENEALOGY MAILING LIST FOR 
THAT STATE 
Check out rumors before you spread them. Think 
before you forward or copy and paste this type of 
information to other people or lists. Editor's 
Note: For more on this, see the FGS Suggested 
Steps for Action in the Feb. 9 Ancestry Daily 
News at: 
http://www.ancestry.com/learn/columns/dailyarc
hive/02-09-00.htm#4 
 

18) I CAN DO ALL MY RESEARCH ONLY 
USING VITAL RECORDS, OBITUARIES, 
AND CENSUS RECORDS 
Goodness! There's a vast treasure trove of other 
sources out there that you can utilize. 
 
19) MY SURNAME HAS ALWAYS BEEN 
SPELLED THE SAME WAY, WE NEVER 
CHANGED IT 
Maybe, but then again, maybe not. 
 
20) EVERYONE REPLIES TO E-MAIL 
IMMEDIATELY 
Some genealogists have non-genealogy 
commitments, such as family and employment. 
Be patient and wait a few days before posting a 
follow-up e-mail. 
 
21) I CAN TRACE MY ANCESTRY IN ONE 
AFTERNOON AT THE COMPUTER. 
Time for a reality check. 
 
22) I CAN TRACE MY ANCESTORS IN AN 
AFTERNOON AT THE FAMILY HISTORY 
CENTER 
(See number 21) 
 
23) SOMEONE HAS ALREADY TRACED 
MY ENTIRE FAMILY TREE. I JUST HAVE 
TO FIND IT 
That's the tricky part-finding it! Then comes the 
fun of documenting it. 
 
24) DOCUMENTATION IS ONLY FOR 
GENEALOGICAL GEEKS WHO GET CHEAP 
THRILLS BY ASKING, "WHERE DID YOU 
FIND IT?"  
How will you ever compare three different birth 
dates for Grandpa if you don't know where you 
obtained each date? 
 
25) GENEALOGISTS ARE NUTS 
More likely they are truly focused on their 
research. However, one correspondent told me 
that working on genealogy "beats spending all 
my free time at a bar." 
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26) GENEALOGISTS ARE RUDE AT THE 
COURTHOUSE OR LIBRARY 
Genealogists are people and a few are rude. Just 
make certain it's not you. No family  historian 
wants to walk into the courthouse just after the 
most obnoxious  genealogist on the planet has 
left the building. 
 
27) GENEALOGY IS BORING 
You must be kidding. I've learned a great deal 
about history, culture, and myself researching 
my own family. 
 
28) YOU OUGHT TO BE DONE WITH THAT 
FAMILY HISTORY BY NOW 
Well, I would except every time I find one 
ancestor I have two more parents to learn about. 
 
29) THERE IS ONE BEST GENEALOGICAL 
SOFTWARE PACKAGE 
Most have their pros and cons. Pick one that 
works for you, keep alert for new packages, but 
only change when you have good reason to. 
Time spent upgrading and  upgrading  and 
constantly learning new packages can be spent 
doing research. 
 
30) YOU ARE COMPLETELY ADDICTED IF 
YOU SEARCH THE INGREDIENT LIST OF 
YOUR BREAKFAST CEREAL FOR YOUR 
ANCESTRAL SURNAMES 
This is likely true, but I'm not admitting to this 
one in public! 
 
31) GENEALOGY IS EXPENSIVE 
The documentation can be expensive. Many will 
share copies but some will not. Spread it out over 
time if you don't have immediate resources. 
 
 

Old Occupations 
 
Accomptant = Accountant 
Almoner = Giver of charity to the needy 
Amanuensis = Secretary or stenographer 

Artificer = A soldier mechanic who does repairs 
Bailie = Bailiff 
Baxter = Baker 
Bluestocking = Female writer 
Boniface = Keeper of an inn 
Brazier = One who works with brass 
Brewster = Beer manufacturer 
Brightsmith = Metal Worker 
Burgonmaster = Mayor 
Caulker = One who filled up cracks (in ships or 

windows or seems to make them watertight 
by using tar or oakum-hem fiber produced by 
taking old ropes apart 

Chaisemaker = Carriage maker 
Chandler = Dealer or trader; one who makes or 

sells candles; retailer of groceries, ship 
supplier 

Chiffonnier = Wig maker 
Clark = Clerk 
Clerk = Clergyman, cleric 
Clicker = The servant of a salesman who stood at 

the door to invite customers; one who 
received the matter in the galley from the 
compositors and arranged it in due form 
ready for printing; one who makes eyelet 
holes in boots using a machine which clicked. 

Cohen = Priest 
Collier = Coal miner 
Colporteur = Peddler of books 
Cooper = One who makes or repairs vessels 

made of staves & hoops, such as casks, 
barrels, tubs, etc. 

Cordwainer = Shoemaker, originally any leather 
worker using leather from Cordova/Cordoba 
in Spain 

Costermonger = Peddler of fruits and vegetables 
Crocker = Potter 
Crowner = Coroner 
Currier = One who dresses the coat of a horse 

with a currycomb; one who tanned leather by 
incorporating oil or grease 

Docker = Stevedore, dock worker who loads and 
unloads cargo 

Dowser = One who finds water using a rod or 
witching stick 

Draper = A dealer in dry goods 
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Drayman = One who drives a long strong cart 

without fixed sides  for carrying heavy 
loads 

Dresser = A surgeon's assistant in a hospital 
Drover = One who drives cattle, sheep, etc. to 

market;  a dealer in cattle 
Duffer = Peddler 
Factor Agent = commission merchant; one who 

acts or transacts business for another; 
Scottish steward or bailiff of an estate 

Farrier = A blacksmith, one who shoes horses 
Faulkner = Falconer 
Fell monger = One who removes hair or wool 

from hides in preparation for leather making 
Fletcher = One who made bows and arrows 

Fuller = One who fulls cloth; one who shrinks 
and thickens woolen cloth by moistening, 
heating, and pressing; one who cleans and 
finishes cloth 

Gaoler = A keeper of the goal, a jailer 
Glazier = Window glassman 
Hacker = Maker of hoes 
Hatcheler = One who combed out or carded flax 
Haymonger = Dealer in hay 
Hayward = Keeper of fences 
Higgler = Itinerant peddler 
Hillier = Roof tiler 
Hind = A farm laborer 
Holster = A groom who took care of horses, 

often at an inn 
Hooker = Reaper 
Hooper = One who made hoops for casks and 

barrels 
Huckster = Sells small wares 
Husbandman = A farmer who cultivated the land 
Jagger = Fish peddler 
Journeyman = One who had served his 

apprenticeship and mastered his craft, not 
bound to serve a master, but hired by the day 
Joyner / Joiner = A skilled carpenter 

Keeler = Bargeman 
Kempster = Wool comber 
Lardner = Keeper of the cupboard 
Lavender = Washer woman 
Lederer = Leather maker 
Leech = Physician 

Longshoreman = Stevedore 
Lormer = Maker of horse gear 
Malender = Farmer 
Maltster = Brewer 
Manciple = A steward 
Mason = Bricklayer 
Mintmaster = One who issued local currency 
Monger = Seller of goods (ale, fish) 
Muleskinner = Teamster 
Neatherder = Herds cows 
Ordinary Keeper = Innkeeper with fixed prices 
Pattern Maker = A maker of a clog shod with an 

iron ring. A clog was a wooden pole with a 
pattern cut into the end 

Peregrinator = Itinerant wanderer 
Peruker = A wig maker 
Pettifogger = A shyster lawyer 
Pigman = Crockery dealer 
Plumber = One who applied sheet lead for 

roofing and set lead frames for plain or 
stained glass windows. 

Porter = Door keeper 
Puddler = Wrought iron worker 
Quarrier = Quarry worker 
Rigger = Hoist tackle worker 
Ripper = Seller of fish 
Roper = Maker of rope or nets 
Saddler = One who makes, repairs or sells 

saddles or other furnishings for horses 
Sawbones = Physician 
Sawyer = One who saws; carpenter 
Schumacker = Shoemaker 
Scribler = A minor or worthless author 
Scrivener = Professional or public copyist or 

writer; notary public 
Scrutiner = Election judge 
Shrieve = Sheriff 
Slater = Roofer 
Slopseller = Seller of ready-made clothes in a 

slop shop 
Snobscat / Snob = One who repaired shoes 
Sorter = Tailor 
Spinster = A woman who spins or an unmarried 

woman 
Spurrer = Maker of spurs 
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Squire = Country gentleman;  farm owner;  

justice of peace 
Stuff gown = Junior barrister 
Stuff gownsman = Junior barrister 
Supercargo = Officer on merchant ship who is in 

charge of cargo and the commercial concerns 
of the ship. 

Tanner = One who tans (cures) animal hides into 
leather 

Tapley = One who puts the tap in an ale cask 
Tasker = Reaper 
Teamster = One who drives a team for hauling 
Thatcher = Roofer 
Tide waiter = Customs inspector 
Tinker = An itinerant tin pot and pan seller and 

repairman 
Tipstaff = Policeman 
Travers = Toll bridge collection 
Tucker = Cleaner of cloth goods 
Turner = A person who turns wood on a lathe 

into spindles 

Victualer = A tavern keeper, or one who 
provides an army, navy, or ship with food 

Vulcan = Blacksmith 
Wagoner = Teamster not for hire 
Wainwright = Wagon maker 
Waiter = Customs officer or tide waiter; one who 

waited on the tide to collect duty on goods 
brought in. 

Waterman = Boatman who plies for hire 
Webster = Operator of looms 
Wharfinger = Owner of a wharf 
Wheelwright = One who made or repaired 

wheels; wheeled carriages, etc. 
Whitesmith = Tinsmith; worker of iron who 

finishes or polishes the work 
Whitewing = Street sweeper 
Whitster = Bleach of cloth 
Wright = Workman, especially a construction 

worker 
Yeoman = Farmer who owns his own land 
 
  compiled by Dan Burrows 
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