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2016 Calendar 

July 9: Ellsworth Library 
– Program to be an-
nounced  

August 13: Visit to Patsy 
Jordan’s House to see 
her collection  

September 10: Ellsworth 
Library – Program to be 
announced 

January 9: Annual meet-
ing and election of offic-
ers  

February 13: A Swap 
and Share  

March 12: Alan Gray 
talking about 
“Shipping and Ship 
Building on Taunton 
Bay”  

April 9: Tentatively 
scheduling a visit to Deer 
Isle-Stonington Historical 
Society  

May 14: Tentatively 
scheduling a visit to Bar 

Harbor Historical Society  

June 11: Ellsworth Li-
brary – Program to be 
announced  
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normal, you 
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President’s Report 

Calendar continued 

Their request was for $100.00 

to be matched with the pro-

ceeds from their annual 

house tour. The money would 

be used for purchasing ar-

chival materials to protect 

their collection of genealogi-

cal materials. Since the re-

quest was within the guide-

lines we had laid out, it was 

voted to award a grant of 

$100.00 to Deer IsleStoning-

ton Historical Society. The 

check was mailed on the 30th 

of October.  

The October 10, 2015 meet-

ing of the Hancock County 

Genealogical Society was 

held in the Riverview Room of 

the Ellsworth Public Library at 

10 am with four members 

present.  

Since there had been no 

meetings, there were no 

minutes. Mention was made 

of the three people who went 

to Surry Village Cemetery to 

work on the transcription.  

Max reported an income for 

the year of $660.34 with 

$40.18 in postage, $19.50 in 

copies and a $50.00 speak-

er's fee, leaving us with a net 

income for the year of 

$550.66. Our balance now is 

$5,178.48. The treasurer's 

reports were accepted.  

Main order of business for the 

day was the decision on 

awarding the first HCGS 

Grant. Only one application 

was received, from Deer Isle-

Stonington Historical Society. 

mailing person. 

If you would like to put your 
name into the hat please send 
me a message or call 
me.  pleland57@yahoo.com or 

207-266-6186. 

Merry Christmas and Happy 

Holidays! See you in 2016. 

Patti Leland, president 

Just a few more weeks and we 
will be starting a brand new 
year, the saying time flies cer-

tainly is true. 

Our November meeting was 
made up of looking back at 
2015 and looking forward to 
2016. I know you will be read-
ing the minutes in this newslet-
ter so I won't go into them but I 
will tell you that  the calendar 

for 2016 is just about complete! 

It is going to be a great year! 

In January we hold our annual 
meeting which includes the 
election of officers. Officer 
appointments are for one year. 
The positions include Presi-
dent, Vice-President, Treasur-
er, Membership, Secretary and 
Newsletter which we now have 
split in 2 with the editor and 

October 2015 Minutes 

October 8: Ellsworth Li-
brary – Program on the 
Bar Harbor Fire  

November 12: Ellsworth 
Library – Wrap-up of the 
year and plans for 2017  
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Genealogy: 
Chasing your own 

tale. 

mailto:pleland57@yahoo.com


November 2015 Minutes  

October 2015 continued 

find her and her parents 
and siblings living in Los 
Angeles in the 1920 cen-
sus.  According to the 
1994 California Death In-
dex she was born 17 Sep-
tember 1902 and died 14 
January 1994.  Her moth-
er’s maiden name was 
HOWARD.  Although this 
isn’t a lot of information, 
what more can you find 
about her?  Are you relat-
ed to her?   

I’m sure none of us are 
familiar with many silent 
films, but did you know that 
Esther Ralston of the silent 
film era was born in Bar 
Harbor?  She began a ca-
reer as a vaudeville ac-
tress as a child as Baby 
Esther, America’s Young-
est Juliet.  Until 1920 she 
was acting with her brother 
Howard Ralston in a few 
small movies.  In 1920 she 
appeared in Huckleberry 
Finn, and in 1924 in Peter 
Pan.  She was in contract 
with Paramount Pictures 
earning as much as $8000 

a week and was especially 
popular in Britain.   

She worked up through 
1962 in various movies 
and television shows, but 
never as popular as she 
had been in the silent mov-
ies.  In 1985 she released 
an autobiography, Some 
Day We’ll Laugh.   

She married three times 
and had three children.   

From what I can find she 
was born Esther Worth, 
though no records under 
that name are available.  I 

discussed and scheduled for 

2016. January 9: Annual meet-

ing and election of officers; 

February 13: A Swap and 

Share; March 12: Alan Gray 

talking about “Shipping and 

Ship Building on Taunton Bay”; 

April 9: Tentatively scheduling 

a visit to Deer Isle-Stonington 

Historical Society; May 14: 

Tentatively scheduling a visit to 

The final 2015 meeting of the 

Hancock County Genealogical 

Society was held in the River-

view Room of the Ellsworth 

Public Library at 10 am with 6 

members present.  

Minutes of the October meeting 

were read and accepted. Max 

reported income of $ .04 in 

interest and an expenditure of 

$100.00 for the grant leaving 

us with a balance of $5,78.57. 

The report was accepted as 

read. Membership remains the 

same. The newsletter will come 

out next in December.  

A thank you note from the Deer 

Isle-Stonington Historical Soci-

ety for the grant was read.  

Meetings and programs were 

Esther Ralston American Film Actress by Marie Abajian 

times. A phone tree was also 

suggested for those members 

who do not receive email.  

The November meeting will be 

a review of the year and plans 

for 2016. Respectfully submit-

ted,  

Charlene Fox Clemons Secre-

tary  

Patti spoke of a possible do-

nation of microfiche and mi-

crofilm. Charlene said the 

library would take them. Char-

lene also reported that a copi-

er is being moved into the 

genealogy area of the library 

and all photocopies for geneal-

ogists will be free on that copi-

er. It is hoped the copier can be 

linked to the computers and the 

microform reader for printing as 

well.  

Discussion of ways to increase 

attendance at meetings en-

sued. It was decided to only 

make two visits a year to histor-

ical societies and keep the 

summer meetings at the library. 

Patti has an offer to visit Bar 

Harbor Historical Society in 

May. We talked about more 

programs and better publicity 

for our meeting dates and 
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Esther Ralston 

If at first you don’t 
succeed, search, 

search again.  That’s 
why we call it 

research. 



The Commodities of Maine 

November 2015 continued 

French postcard from 
World War I.  Signed 
“Sincerely your cousin, 
Horace H. 

The postcard was not 
addressed. 

Shared by Jeanne Ed-
wards. 

vided ice that was 
shipped along the east 
coast and West Indies.  
Granite raw and carved 
was shipped to over 
half the United States 
and to some European 
countries.  Lumber, 
Bangor was the world’s 
largest lumber port in 
the 19th century.  With 

Maine grew hardwork-
ing men in the early 
days; the women too 
had to be pretty hardy 
to survive too.  I was 
looking for an idea of 
what type of commodi-
ty was prevalent in 
Hancock County and 
found that pretty much 
everything Maine had 

to offer either was har-
vested, dug up or pro-
cessed in the Hancock 
County area.  Due to 
the ease of getting 
things on ships, many 
products came through 
Hancock County in one 
way or another.   

The frozen rivers pro-

speaker, the Joseph Otis family 

from Otis and the lost Catholic 

Cemetery on High Street in 

Ellsworth.  

The meeting adjourned at 

11:10 am. Respectfully submit-

ted  

Charlene Fox Clemons Secre-

tary  

Bar Harbor Historical Society; 

June 11: Ellsworth Library – 

Program to be announced; July 

9: Ellsworth Library – Program 

to be announced; August 13: 

Visit to Patsy Jordan’s House 

to see her collection; Septem-

ber 10: Ellsworth Library – 

Program to be announced; 

October 8: Ellsworth Library – 

Program on the Bar Harbor 

Fire; November 12: Ellsworth 

Library – Wrap-up of the year 

and plans for 2017  

A reminder that dues for 2016 

are due in January.  

Other discussions included a 

Bean Winnower the Ellsworth 

Historical Society has just re-

ceived from the Firlotte family, 

the September 17, 2016 MGS 

meeting with Judy Russell, 

“The Legal Genealogist” as 
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Granite quarry in 
Stonington Maine 

Genealogy 
Where you confuse 

the dead and irritate 
the living. 

 



Dixey Bull and the Very Short History of Piracy in Maine  

Commodities cont. 

ords. 

The only other pirate con-
nected to Maine is Black 
Sam Bellamy, captain of 
the Whydah.  He arrived 
in Pemaquid in the sum-
mer of 1718 to careen.  
He continued Downeast 
until he reached Machias 
feeling Pemaquid was too 
exposed; soon after the 
ship returned to the water 
is was wrecked off the 
coast of Cape Cod. 

There were many who 
worked as privateers dur-
ing wartime, but no other 

known true pirates 
along the coast of 
Maine. 

Dixey Bull was born in 
Eastern England in the 
early 1600’s.  He appren-
ticed as a skinner and 
joined the guild.  About 
1630, Bull sailed to the 
new world with the inten-
tion of trading with Indi-
ans.  In 1632 Bull was 
sailing along the coast of 
Maine and trading with 
the Indians.  While in Pe-
nobscot Bay, he was at-
tacked by a band of 
Frenchmen.  They 
robbed Bull of all his 
goods and money.  He 
was destitute, thus decid-

ed to take back what was 
stolen from him.  He 
headed out looking for 
the Frenchmen, but didn’t 
find them.   

Running short of sup-
plies, he did what was 
practical and stopped to 
plunder a few small 
ships.  He was then de-
clared a Pirate by a letter 
from the Bay Colony to 
Governor Winthrop.  He 
gave up hope of finding 
the Frenchmen, and de-
cided to plunder a small 
town; by 1633 he had 
disappeared from all rec-

or she was involved in 
one of these commodi-
ties in one way or an-
other. 

lumber came the saw 
mills, paper mills and 
other uses of wood.  
The tanneries used the 
wood too, along with 
the large quantity of 
animals available.  
Ship builders were in 
abundance too! 

So this state that had a 

small population, was 
shoved way over away 
from popular society 
was probably one of 
the largest contributors 
to the expansion of our 
country.  So, even 
though your ancestor 
was listed as a farmer 
in the census, dig 
deeper, I’ll be that he 
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Hunt for Dixey 

Bull 

“The patriot blood of 
my father was warm 

in my veins.” 
Clara Barton 

Logging 



Women’s Property Rights Through History by Marie Abajian 

From the Editor by Marie Abajian 

1800 Federal Population Census Schedule Overview 

1844 Married women granted 
separate economy and granted 
trade licenses; Mrs. Sarah N. 
Mace of Farmington was the 
impetus for this bill. 1854 mar-
ried women granted the right to 

control their own earnings. 

It wasn’t until 1979 that Maine 
adopted the Uniform Probate 
Code when the above act was 
fully changed.  There are many 
legal papers written about this 
subject if you want more infor-

mation.   

“Mississippi was the first state 
in the nation to grant married 
women the right to hold proper-
ty in their own names.” From 
the colonial period and well into 
the nineteenth century, the law 
of baron et feme was in place; 
it stated that all property 
brought into a marriage by a 
woman belonged to her hus-
band.  But due to dower laws, 
women often signed deeds of 
sale to make the sale legal 
because of her dower rights.  
Maine granted property owner-
ship rights to women deserted 

by their husbands as early as 
1823.  The earliest forms of 
marital rights in Maine were the 
concepts of “dower” and 
“curtesy” which had come from 
the English common law and 
became part of the state law 

when Maine became a state. 

1821 married women were 
allowed to own and manage 
property in their own name 
during the incapacity of their 
spouse.  1840 women were 
allowed to own (but not control) 
property in their own name. 

inconsistent; there was no 
standard form for the re-
cording of the information, 
some were re-ordered al-
phabetically. 

So, when reading the cen-
sus take the above into 
consideration when trying 
to locate the correct John 
Jordan or Solomon Hop-
kins. 

The census was initiated 
on August 4, 1800 and 
taken over a nine month 
period of time.  This listed 
the free whites by age 
groups: those under 10 
years old; those between 
10 and 16; those between 
16 and 26; those between 
26 and 45; those over the 
age of 45.  The 1800 cen-
sus listed the head of the 
household, the number of 
free persons in the house-

hold and the number of 
slaves in the household.  
The district and county of 
the residence was also 
listed with the household 
information. 

Unique to the 1800 census 
was the Native American 
population was not consid-
ered relevant information 
due to the fact that they 
could not hold a seat in the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives. Also the format was 

Enjoy your snowy win-
ter while enjoy my 
warm winter in South-
ern California.  Thanks 
again,  

Marie Abajian 

Thank you all for allowing 
me to be the editor this 
past year.  I really en-
joyed finding things to 
write about and sharing 
all the articles you wished 
to be included.  I’m sorry 
to say that I cannot con-
tinue at this time as the 
editor, but hopefully will 
have time to return to the 

job again in the future.  
And I truly wish that some 
day before too long I’ll be 
able to attend a meeting, 
that is a big wish I have.  
Each time I visit my 
daughter in Connecticut I 
hope time will allow a 
quick trip up the coast, 
but so far that hasn’t hap-
pened.   

Page 6 Volume 21, Issue 6 

Land deed 

I researched my 
family tree and 
found out that I 

don’t exist. 
 


