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President’s Report 
 
Well it has been an exciting couple of months! 
Our July meeting was held at the Ellsworth 
Library. I had to skip out early to take my 
granddaughters to an exciting historic event , 
more on that later in the newsletter, and our 
August meeting was held at the Lamoine 
Historical Society. After a short business 
meeting we were treated to a wonderful 
presentation by Sue Hodgkins.  
Within the next month you will be receiving a 
notice about a survey that we will all be doing. 
We have undergone a number of changes this 
year and it seems like the perfect time to get 
your feedback on what you would like to see 
happening with the HCGS in the next year. 
Looking forward to seeing you at an 
upcoming meeting. 
 
Patti Leland 
President 
207-266-6186 
 

Hancock County Genealogical Society 
Minutes 

13 July 2013 
 

   The July meeting of the Hancock County 
Genealogical Society was held July 13 2013 
at the Ellsworth Public Library. 
   The meeting was called to order at 9:35 
am by President Patti Leland.  The minutes 
of the June meeting were read and accepted.   
   Max reported an inflow of $30.00 giving 
us a balance at the end of June 2013 of 
$3911.57 with one check of about $50.00 
going out for the newsletter.   
   Currently we have 77 members.   
   Old business:   Max has Emery's inventory 
of the Surry Village Cemetery and will 
spend the winter putting them on the 
computer.  Emery was offered compensation  

 
 
 
 
 
for the cost of copying the inventory which 
he said was not necessary.   
   There was a discussion of cemeteries and 
the problems they are having with vandalism 
etc. and the possibility of the society helping 
with projects in some of the cemeteries.  It 
was specified that there would have to be an 
organized fund raising effort.   
   No new business. 
   The August meeting will be held at the 
Lamoine Historical Society building.  Patti 
will get the address to everyone prior to the 
meeting.  A PSA will be sent to the local 
papers to remind members where the 
meeting will be held.  September is still up 
in the air due to the Firemen's convention in 
Ellsworth.   
   The meeting closed at 10:08 with 
members staying to discuss various families 
and subjects of interest. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Charlene Fox Clemons 
Secretary 

 
Hancock County Genealogical Society 

Minutes 
10 August 2013 

 
   The Hancock County Genealogical 
Society held the August 2013 meeting at the 
Lamoine Historical Society building.  
President Patti Leland called the meeting to 
order.   
   Minutes of the July meeting were read and 
accepted.   
   The treasurer reported $ .03 interest in 
July making the treasury total $3911.60 on 
30 July 2013.   
   Membership stands at 77 members. 
   The newsletter still needs an editor.  The 
September issue will come out the first week 
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of September.  Submissions are requested 
within the next two weeks.   
   In Old Business it was suggested we have 
another Moore Family workshop this fall.  
Paul Firlotte offered to bring the information 
he has to a workshop and share it.   
   In new business Patti mentioned a project 
between Maine Genealogical Society and 
Maine Old Cemetery Association involving 
local chapters of MGS to locate graves.  It is 
still in the discussion stage.  We will hear 
more later.  Patti also talked about the 
Ellsworth Public Library forming a 
committee to oversee the Whitmore 
Collection of genealogical materials at the 
library.  Board member Ron Fortier had 
contacted Patti and she has agreed to be on 
the committee. 
   The September meeting will be held at the 
Surry Historical Society on September 14.  
After the meeting, we will be visiting the 
Matthew Patten gravesite which is on 
private property.  There was some discussion 
of the Matthew Patten family.   
   After the business meeting closed, Sue 
Hodgkins, President of Lamoine Historical 
Society, gave an overview of the society's 
collection and the work that has been done 
and to be done to preserve the church they 
are housed in.  The historical society were 
kind enough to bring in the Joe Lear family 
papers for HCGS members to work with.  
Members took advantage of the time to look 
for connections with several members 
visiting the old cemetery behind the church.   
   Refreshments were served by the Lamoine 
Historical Society ladies.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Charlene Fox Clemons 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On Saturday, July 13 the MDI Historical Society 
held a re-enactment of the original voyage of 
Abraham Somes, his wife Hannah and their 4 
daughters Hannah, Patty, Lucy and Prudence, as they 
made their way from Gloucester, Mass to what we 
now know as Somesville. A replica of an original 
Chebacco boat took the “family from Southwest 
Harbor to the shore of “Betwixt the Hills” aka 
Somesville. My granddaughters, Alexis and 
Penelope Jones, were “Lucy” and “Prudence”. It was 
an amazing and emotional sight to see my 
granddaughters set sail for their voyage to 
Somesville. Abraham and Hannah are the 7th great 
grandparents of Lexi and Penny. My granddaughters 
were the only descendants of Abraham and Hannah 
taking part in the re-enactment 

HCGS Meetings 2013 
 

September 14th at the Surry Historical Society 
with a visit to Matthew Patten's gravesite 

October 12th at the Ellsworth Library 
November 9th at the Sullivan Sorrento Historical 

Society 
December - no meeting - Merry Christmas and 

Happy Holidays! 

Sympathy goes out to the family of  
Nancy S Potts – past member of the HCGS 

ELLSWORTH - With family by her side, 
Nancy S. Potts, 78, gently passed away July 
30, 2013. Her full obituary can be found at 
bangornews.com . 
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Library Notes 
 
    The Ellsworth Public Library celebrated 
the City of Ellsworth’s Sestercentennial (the 
250th anniversary of its settlement) in style 
these past few months. Visitors from as far 
away as Washington State came to celebrate 
their own family’s history with the City 
through the Alvin S. Whitmore genealogy 
collection and the Maine Reference 
collection. 
    The Ellsworth Public Library would also 
like to take this opportunity to thank the 
community for their support in Partnering 
with the Past. As a result of generous 
support, over twenty volumes in the Alvin S. 
Whitmore collection and Maine Reference 
collection in fragile condition will receive 
new bindings this fall. If you would like to 
contribute to these efforts, donations may be 
made in person at the Ellsworth Public 
Library, or donations may be sent to the 
library at 20 State Street, Ellsworth, ME, 
04605. The library, as always, is happy to 
include a bookplate to honor a loved one or 
a donor to commemorate the gift. A 
donation as small as ten dollars will gift a 
book with new life.   New discoveries and 
additions continue to abound with the 
donations of The Robidous  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
of North America: 350 years, 1643-1993 
and The Manifesto church: records of the 
church in Brattle square, Boston. Also, 
discovered in the bowels of the library, was 
a small box that contained original 
submissions to the Ellsworth American, 
handwritten on scraps of paper, and dating 
from the late 1800’s. While these 
submissions are not yet available for public 
browsing, the Ellsworth American weekly 
papers the submissions were published in 
are readily accessible on microfilm. We are 
quite excited here at the library as one of the 
pieces of paper was the original 
announcement for the reading of Seth 
Tisdale’s last will and testament. Since the 
library is located in the Tisdale House, this 
box has quite a bit of special meaning to us. 
    If anyone would like to stop in and say 
“Hello!” or has any questions, I will be 
available Tuesday through Friday from 9 am 
to 1 pm, and again from 2 pm to 5 pm, as 
well as on Saturday from 9 am to 2 pm. 
  See you at the library, 
  Alexi Galica-Cohen 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A little Cemetery humor 
Charlene Clemons noticed this 
sign on the right as you enter 

Oak Grove Cemetery in Orland. 
Looks like it says it all! (In case 
you can’t read it – it says “Dead 

End”) 
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In August we visited the Lamoine Historical 
Society. The Society is located in the old 
church. It is a wonderful building that is need 
of a lot of work. The society members are 
working hard to raise money to work on the 
building. Their collection includes Joe Lear’s 
collection complete with a finding aid. They 
have a lot of genealogy and historical 
information. For more information contact 
them at lamoinehistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

In June we visited the Hancock Historical Society 
the first of what I hope to be one of the many 
historical societies in Hancock County. This is a 
picture of the inside of the HHS. The room itself is 
full of history and it also houses a huge collection of 
genealogies on Hancock families and artifacts that 
represent their lives. For more information on the 
Hancock Historical Society please contact Charlene 
Clemons at 207- 664-4937. 
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My 5th GGrandfather Matthew Patten 
By: Patrick McDonald 
 
My 5th ggrandfather and his wife Susanna 
Dunning Patten were among the first settlers 
of Surry, arriving there from North 
Yarmouth, ME around 1768. The exact date 
of their arrival is unknown. Matthew 
Patten’s younger sister Mary Patten Ray 
remained behind in southern Maine with her 
husband John Rae/Ray -- another of my 
5thggrandfathers – and their six children. 
  
At some time before the 1790 Census, 
Matthew’s and Susanna’s young nephew 
Matthew Ray (undoubtedly named after his 
uncle Matthew and who was to become my 
4th ggrandfather) was invited to sail 
‘downeast’ and visit with his aunt and uncle 
in Surry and . . . in due course . . . married 
his first cousin, Patten daughter Susanna – 
on 7 Sep 1790 in Blue Hill. Their first son, 
John, married a mysterious Mary Milliken 
(see note below) and they had a single child 
-- John, Jr. -- whose children carried on the 
Ray family until this day. 
  
Matthew Patten was a Lt. Colonel in the 
local (Massachusetts) militia and a well-
known ‘coaster’ . . . as these local seaborne 

traders later came to be called. He also 
farmed his properties around Surry, 
speculated in land, and probably did some 
fishing. Everyone multi-tasked in those 
days! He was generally called ‘Captain 
Patten’ by the locals became an important 
contributor to that small and distant 
community. Walter Goodwin Davis writes 
in his ‘Maine and Massachusetts 
Families’: "On January 30, 1776, Matthew 
Patten was chosen Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Fifth Lincolnshire Regiment of 
Massachusetts militia and his appointment 
was confirmed by the council on February 
8th." Later, in 1785, Captain Patten was sent 
to Topsham by the local Union River 
Presbyterian congregation to recruit 
Reverend Urquhart as their new minister. 
Patten gradually became a major landholder 
in the area before his death in 1790, and in 
those early days Surry was actually called 
‘Pattensborough.’ 
  
My brother Ray and I have superficially 
explored the area of the ancient family 
cemetery behind the ‘Matthew Patten 
House’ and I believe that there must be other 
graves hidden there. Ray and I have never 
found son-in-law Captain Matthew Ray’s 
grave anywhere around Surry and there’s 
some indication that Matthew’s father, old 
John Rae/Ray, journeyed to Surry in his 
later years and was buried in these parts. (A 
‘John Ray’ was recorded as the 
representative from Ellsworth on the 
‘Committee of Correspondence’ during the 
Revolutionary War.) When you stand at the 
site of Patten’s grave, and imagine that most 
of the current large trees didn’t exist, and 
you can see why he built his house at this 
location, where small schooners could be 
anchored nearby, almost in his front yard. 
Ray has mowed the field nearer the shore 
and believes there could be artefacts or 
traces of old foundations there. 
 

 
Query 

Wondering if there is a good map that illustrates 
places like Twp 8 (and its numerically named 
friends), Bingham's Purchase, etc.  For example 
Mariaville was part of Bingham's purchase. My 
specific question is about what was called Twp 
8, Bingham's Purchase in the 1810 census. 
There is a handful of about 20 families there, 
my ggg gp's among them. It’s clear to me that 
it’s close to Ellsworth and Trenton, but just 
wondered if it was possible to be more specific. 

David Drabold 
drabold@ohio.edu 
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In my mother’s family, the Pattens, Rays 
and Millikens were very closely intertwined 
and most of their descendants eventually 
crossed the Union River Bay to settle in 
Bayside, where my mother was born. But 
that’s another story! 
(Final note and question . . . my 
3rd ggrandfather John Ray (1790-1821) 
married a Mary Milliken (1792-1858) on 21 
July 1821 in Surry and tragically died five 
months later, four months before the birth of 
his first and only child. Although this 
marriage and Mary’s vital dates appear in 
the Surry Town Records, there is no 
indication given of her parents. For many 
years I’ve searched the various Milliken 
records but have never found a ‘Mary’ that 
seems to fill the bill. I’ve appealed for help a 
number of times, but other Milliken 
researchers could offer no suggestions. It 
would appear virtually certain that she’s a 
descendant of my 5th ggrandfather, 
Ellsworth ‘founder’ Benjamin Milliken, but 
from whose family? I’m directly descended 
from old Benjamin via other family lines, 
but would love to fit Mary in as well, and of 
course turn up other Union River area 
ancestors. A final mystery concerns Mary’s 
later years. She became a widow at the 
tender age of 19, before her first child was 
born. Surely she re-married before too long. 
And since her death date is recorded in the 
Surry Town Records, she was known to the 
local Surry community, even if she lived 
elsewhere. I’m guessing that she lived the 
rest of her life under another married name. 
But despite my search for more ‘Marys’ 
with the right birth and death dates, no-one 
has so far emerged. So I’m asking again if 
any HCGS members can help me! Thanks in 
advance.). 
patrick@mpx.com.au 

 

Thank you to  
Marie Abajian  

for your donation of a copy of the Genealogical 
Dictionary of Maine and New Hampshire. Your 

generous donation has been given to the  
Lamoine Historical Society  

 

  


