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Welcome to 2014! 2013 brought us the 
opportunity for change and growth. Looks 
like we will be having an exciting year as 
we work through the survey to ensure that 
the HGCS is the society that our members 
want it to be. It will be an ongoing process. 
We held the Annual meeting in January. The 
same people who were elected last year 
were re-elected this year: 
The minutes list the officers for 2014. 
As always if you are questions or comments 
please contact me at 207-266-6186; 
pleland57@yahoo.com or  
29 Red Fern Rd 
Trenton, Maine 04605 
Patti Leland, President 
 

Hancock County Genealogical Society 
Annual Meeting Minutes 

11 January 2014 
 

The annual meeting of the Hancock County 
Genealogical Society was called to order at 
9:30 AM by President Patti Leland.  Nine 
intrepid souls braved freezing rain to attend 
the meeting. 
The minutes of the November meeting were 
read and accepted.   
Max reported dues of $50.00, $ .05 interest 
in the month of December bringing our end 
balance as of 31 December 2013 to 
$3,961.77. 
It was voted to change the newsletter 
publication dates from January, March, May,  
July, September and November to February, 
April, June, August, October and December.  
This change will allow the timely reporting 
of the results of the annual meeting and 
election of officers, as well as allow the 
publication of the November meeting 
minutes in December. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The election of officers was held.  With no 
other nominations the officers re-elected 
were: 
President, Patricia Leland 
Vice-President, Wayne Smith 
Treasurer, Max Brenninkmeyer 
Secretary, Charlene Fox Clemons 
Membership, Charlene Fox Clemons 
Newsletter, Patti Leland 
Patti is asking for help with the mailing of 
the newsletter. 
There was a discussion of the survey results 
and how we could best use them to improve 
HCGS for all members.  One item 
mentioned was the early morning meeting 
time.  It was voted to change the time to 
10:00 AM on the second Saturday of each 
month as had been suggested by some 
member response.  There was discussion of 
classes teaching basic genealogy as well as 
putting on another fair.  More discussion of 
the survey will take place over the next few 
months.   
CharlE Churchill was at the meeting to 
request $675.00 for the purchase of indexing 
software.  Wayne Smith has been indexing 
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!!! Reminder !!! 
2014 dues are due beginning on  

January 1, 2014.  
Dues are 10.00 for an individual or 
family. Please send your dues to: 

 

Hancock County Genealogical Society  
Attention: Charlene Clemons  

96 Mud Creek Rd.  
Hancock, Maine 04640 

Thank you! 
April 1st is deadlines for dues.  

Unfortunately newsletters will put on 
hold until dues are paid.  
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the various books of obituaries including Joe 
Lear's and HCGS using an indexing function 
in Word.  The software would make the 
indexing process easier.  The cost quoted 
includes a conversion to be done by the 
company of the indexes Wayne has already 
produced.  After questions and a discussion 
it was voted to table the request until next 
meeting to allow Wayne an opportunity to 
work with a demo of the software.  At the 
present time there are no other volunteers 
indexing and no other projects immediately 
planned according to Ms. Churchill. 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:47 am 
followed by Paul Firlotte talking about the 
two distinct Moore families in the Ellsworth 
area.  In February we will hold a 
“workshop” and invite other researchers 
who are working on the Moor/Moore family 
to share information.   
Respectfully submitted, 
Charlene Fox Clemons 
Secretary. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Hi folks – I want you to know that we 
have digitized (CD) the Sullivan 
Weekly Bulletin, which was a trade 
publication running from 1880 to 
1882.  We have a total of twelve 
issues in our collection.  I indexed ten 
of them in 2010, before we got the 
more recent two issues.  They contain 
some marriage and death information 
for the area, not just Sullivan.  Cross-
checking, I find information not 
contained in Hancock Marriages. If 
anyone wants me to look for a 
particular marriage or death in this 
period, I would gladly do that.  Folks 
can e-mail me at 
gandjedwards@gwi.net.   
Jeanne Edwards 
Sullivan Sorrento Historical Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next meeting will be held on  
Saturday, February 8th at 10:00  

in the Riverview Room of the  
Ellsworth Public Library. 

 
 

Rita Salisbury has agreed to be 
the Newsletter  

snail mail person. 
A huge Thank you is being sent 

out to Rita! 

Being recently elected Board Chair of the Library Trustees, I welcome any library-
related questions, comments, complaints from all HCGS members. If you put the 

word "confidential" in the subject line, I will respect your wishes. If we all work 
together, we can continue to have one of the best genealogy reference sections  

in New England. 
In return, I will attempt to keep members informed of any upcoming discussions at 

the Board of Trustee Level which might affect our collection. 
Thanks 

Ron Fortier 
ron.fortier@myfairpoint.net 
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December 30, 2013  
From the Portland Herald Press 
Portland photo collection 'a time 
machine' 
Digitized pictures of 30,000 properties in 
the city that were taken in 1924 are now 
accessible on the Internet. 
By Tom Bell tbell@pressherald.com  
Staff Writer 
It’s like Google Street View from the 
Roaring Twenties. 

Photos taken in 1924 of more than 
30,000 Portland properties, each 
accompanied by property assessment 
records, are now online, accessible to 
anyone with an Internet connection. 

“It’s like looking through a telescope at 
Portland at that time,” said William 
Barry, a research historian at the Maine 
Historical Society. “I love it, because it’s 
a time machine. You really can go back 
and see how it is.” 

The collection – the product of a 
citywide property revaluation that 
included a photograph taken of every 
taxable structure within city limits – has 
been stored in a metal cabinet in Portland 
City Hall for nearly 90 years. The 
images, which do not include 
government buildings or other structures 
for which property taxes were not 
collected, have been digitized over the 
past four years. They now form a 
permanent collection on the Memory 
Network, an archival website operated 
by the Maine Historical Society. 
 

The collection is a boon for property 
owners restoring historic buildings, who 
use the records to help figure out what 
their building looked like nearly 90 years 
ago. 

“I have found no more effective tool for 
getting people excited about restoring 
original details,” said Deb Andrews, who 
manages the city’s historic preservation 
program. 

The database is searchable by address, 
owner, architectural style, architect and 
use. That means the collection is also 
valuable for people researching family 
histories and for historians studying 
changes in land use, architectural styles 
and patterns of immigrant assimilation. 

The photographs capture a time when 
Portland was a thriving port. Horse-
drawn wagons and sleighs shared the 
roads with Model T Fords and Stutz 
roadsters, and uniformed attendants at 
filling stations had not fully replaced the 
neighborhood blacksmith. The images 
capture a city in transformation. There 
are new high-rises on Congress Street, 
pig farms in the still-rural outskirts, 
fishing shacks on the city’s islands. 

The database is also a visual record of 
entire neighborhoods that would 
eventually disappear under slum 
clearance projects in the late 1950s and 
1960s, including Little Italy, a portion of 
which was in what we now call East 
Bayside. 
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A group of 11 children, presumably from 
that neighborhood, is captured in a 
photograph taken on Long Island, at the 
Italian Fresh Air Camp at the Maine 
Conference Women’s Home. The 
children posed as a city surveyor who 
was only interested in recording the two-
story house behind them took the picture. 

While historians have always had access 
to photographs of local landmarks such 
as the Victoria Mansion and the Eastern 
Promenade, the 1924 photographs 
inadvertently portray how ordinary 
people lived, said Abraham Schechter, 
an archivist at the Portland Public 
Library, where the documents were 
scanned and volunteers built the 
database. 

“It’s not just the mansions. It’s double- 
and triple-deckers,” he said. 

The physical collection consists of 131 
books totaling approximately 30,000 
pages, with each page recording a single 
property. The city surveyors recorded the 
use of each building, the architectural 
style, the number of units, building 
materials, neighborhood and owner, and 
value. They drew a sketch of the 
building’s footprint, and in some cases 
recorded the name of the builder and 
architect. 

The paper records, now stored in the city 
planning office on the fourth floor of 
City Hall, were kept until 2009 in a 
metal cabinet in the Portland tax 
assessor’s office on the first floor. The 

frayed documents will eventually will be 
moved to the Portland Public Library, 
where they will be stored under 
conditions designed to prevent further 
degradation. 

The photos have a political history. In 
1923, good-government reformers joined 
forces with the city’s business 
establishment and anti-Catholic groups, 
including the Ku Klux Klan, to replace 
the city’s ward system and popularly 
elected mayor with a “professional” city 
manager. 

When the new Portland government 
conducted its first citywide property 
assessment, reform-minded politicians 
wanted to show the public that property 
valuations were being done in a fair and 
transparent manner, and that nobody was 
getting any special favors, Barry said. 
The photos provided visual evidence to 
back up each property evaluation. 

The digitized photos are posted online in 
high-resolution files, so viewers can 
zoom in and see small details, such as 
the molding over a doorway. The 2¾-by-
4-inch black-and-white photos are 
contact prints, not prints from a small 
negative, so they offer a lot of detail 
despite the small size 

General Assistance recipients required to 
do volunteer work did some of the early 
digitizing. Later, several people, 
including some former volunteers, were 
hired to finish the job. 
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John Hatcher, a real estate broker who is 
restoring a small commercial building at 
737 Congress St., said the structure was 
“modernized” in the 1970s after a car 
crashed into it. Its historic windows, 
transoms, and awnings were removed 
and replaced by a quasi-mansard facade. 

Because they have the 1924 photograph, 
Hatcher and the building’s co-owner, 
Dan Kennedy, are able to restore the 
building to its original condition, “as it 
was, not as how we would have tried to 
imagine,” he said. 

Ted Oldham, a West End resident and a 
member of the city’s Historic 
Preservation Board, was inspired by the 
1924 photos to create a present-day 
photo record of Portland. Using a 
modern digital camera, he has taken 
photographs of every building in the city. 
It took him nearly four years. 

In the process, he discovered that the city 
streetscape is more dynamic than most 
people realize, he said. “Things are just 
changing – sometimes for the good, but 
not always,” he said. 

Other than staff time, no tax dollars were 
spent on the $77,000 project. Funding 
came from the Preserve America Fund, 
Davis Family Foundation, Maine 
Historic Preservation Commission, 
Portland Public Library and the Eleaner 
Kohn Fund. Individuals and businesses 
donated $7,400. 

To access this archival material, see the 
collection on Maine Memory Network:  
www.mainememory.net/search/ptr 
The link to the is article and some photos 
is:   
http://www.pressherald.com/news/portland-
photocollection_A_TIME_MACHINE_.htm
l?searchterm=portland%20tax%20records 
Thanks to Ralph Harris for this submission. 
 
Queries: 
 
Orange Leonard worked, for Capt Abner 
Pomroy of Tremont,  as a mariner and 
cod fisherman on the “Decatur” and 
“Diamond” schooners ca 1860-1875. 
The Leonards moved to Bucksport, 
South Carolina, ca 1875 but records 
indicate that 2 of his children, Orange Jr 
and Paulina Leonard, did not survive 
until the move to S.C. If anyone has any 
information on this family and their time 
in Tremont please let me know and I will 
pass it along to Jerry.   Thanks, Patti 
 
I am Robert Duquette of West Branch, 
Michigan I need help on the Chase 
family of Buckstown or Bucksport 
Maine. I am trying to find the father of a 
Nathaniel Chase who married a Mercy 
Dodge june 2 1833 at Prospect Maine, 
the marriage is recorded in Bucksport 
town office no parents listed. He is on 
the 1850 census with Mercy and son 
David in Bucksport. He died Sept 27 
1854 at his home. Record of death also 
recorded in Bucksport town office, no 
parents listed. I can not prove who his 
parents are. He may have been born in 
Swanville as a Nathaniel Chase was born 
to a Nath. Chase and a Mary(Polly) 
Haines. But I have no certifiable proof. 
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There may be something from his death 
like a will or publication of his death I 
have run out of options with out making 
a trip to Maine. My Mother in law is 
from Rockland who was a Chase.  I was 
interested in contacting someone who 
has worked on the family line, anyone 
who would like to help. I have worked 
on this line for around ten  years and 
have hit a dead end. 
Robert  duquette53@gmail.com 
 
I only have one family in Hancock Co. 
(that I know of, at least) They are Roger 
and Catherine KERRIGAN, who 
emigrated from Ireland sometime 
between 1838, and 1840. They were in 
Verona in approx. the mid- 1840's (per 
the Bucksport Sesquicentennial 
pamphlet), and in Bucksport on both the 
1850, and 1860 censuses. Their children, 
according to both censuses were: 
Dennis, born about 1834 in Ireland 
Roger, born about 1838 in Ireland 
Thomas, born about 1840 in Maine 
Catherine/Kate, born about 1843  in ME 
Ann, born about1845 in ME 
Patrick, born about 1848 in ME 
Mary, born Sept 1849, in Bucksport, ME 
John, born about 1852 in ME 
Ellen/Nellie, born about 1854 in ME 
Joseph, born about 1857 in ME 
I know Roger (Sr.) died 1859/1860, and I 
know that Catherine, Mary, Ellen/Nellie, 
and Roger (Jr) went to Gold Hill, NV, 
where all but Mary died. 
Anyway, any info you can find would be 
much appreciated, especially their 
Naturalization info, since I have no idea 
where in Ireland they came from.  
Very sincerely,  Loralee Wellington 
aplus_lady@hotmail.com 
 

 
: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Terri Weed Cormier posted this on the FB 
site Growing up in Ellsworth. I “borrowed” 
it to see if anyone could help. If you have 
any info on the event taking place in this 
photo or can identify anyone in it please let 
me know and I will let her know – or if you 
know her just contact her. 

Don’t forget! 
The meeting time is now 

10:00 on the 2nd 
Saturday of the month 

and 
the newsletter now 

comes out in February, 
April, June, August, 

October and December 


