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I think we finally are in Spring! I have 
recently spent time in a few cemeteries in 
Mariaville that I have never been to before. 
It is always interesting for me to checkout 
new locations. However this time the bugs 
had staked their claim on the area first so I 
had to leave. I can’t wait to checkout more 
cemeteries this summer. 
Our first visit of the year begins with the 
June 14th meeting in Orland at the Orland 
Historical Society which is located at 23 
Schoolhouse Rd. I will not be attending that 
meeting but I know you will be in good 
hands with Wayne and Charlene. 
Our meeting schedule is filling up. I am 
putting what we know so far in another 
section of the newsletter. 
As always please do not hesitate to contact 
me with any comments, questions or 
suggestions! 
Patti Leland, president 
207-266-6186  or pleland57@yahoo.com 
 

Hancock County Genealogical Society 
                        Minutes       

April 12, 2014 
The meeting of the Hancock County 
Genealogical Society was called to order at 
10:00 a.m., Saturday, April 12, by Vice 
President Wayne Smith.  Members and 
guests introduced themselves. The 
Treasurer’s report was given by Max 
Brenninkmeyer.  Dues collected were 
$80.00.  Membership as of April 11 was 69.  
Current balance is $4,527.47. 
The newsletter came out the first week of 
April.  The June meeting will be held at the 
Orland Historical Society on June 10 at 
10:00 a.m.   Wayne read note from Terry 
Cormier, Ellsworth Historical Society, to see 
if anyone is interested in helping with  

 
 
 
 
 
archival project at the Old Jail. 
Old Business:  Wayne joined Sheldon 
Goldthwaite, Max Brenninkmeyer, Paul 
Firlotte and others who have researched info 
from other countries and might be willing to 
have a session on this topic for a future 
meeting.  The indexing software for the 
library has arrived.  New Business: 
Sheldon Goldthwaite said he has a friend, 
Ned Smith, who has written a book on the 
First Maine Heavy Artillery, Company C, 
and is looking for anyone with information 
on this topic.  Alexi Galica-Cohen said the 
Ellsworth Library is putting together a 
digitalized version of Ellsworth High 
School’s  1933 yearbook.  They have photos 
but need information on students. 
Vinal Tainter asked about possibility of 
having genealogy classes this summer.  A 
discussion followed.  Max said he would be 
willing to present an introductory program 
on the use of computers in genealogy 
research.  Alexi agreed to give a presentation 
on using new software at the library. 
Paul Firlotte talked about having a meeting 
in July on Moore family lines.   Patsy Jordan 
will be home April 15, and she has put 
together information on Moores. 
Emery DeBeck and Max Brenninkmeyer 
have been doing work on the Surry 
Cemetery and said it would probably be 
done in June.  Alexi spoke on microfilm 
research and the need for a new machine.  
The library is looking into a new microfilm 
machine and software, costing 
approximately $10,000.  It has cutting-edge 
technology, will clarify old film, and 
information could be accessed on the library 
website.  They are trying to get grants, etc. 
to help pay for it.  Meeting adjourned at 
11:35 a.m. 
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Wayne presented a slide show on our new 
web site on which he has been working. 
Alexi showed us how to use the HCGS 
group on Facebook. 
Respectfully submitted 
Ruth Kane 
(Thanks Ruth for filling in and taking the 
minutes for us!) 
 

Hancock County Genealogical Society 
Minutes 

10 May 2014 
The May meeting of the Hancock County 
Genealogical Society was called to order by 
President Patti Leland at 10:05 am in the 
Riverview Room of the Ellsworth Public 
Library.   
The minutes of the April meeting were read 
and accepted with two changes.  The 
treasurer reported income of $20.00 dues 
and $ .04 interest for a total of $20.04 
bringing our balance to $4,547.51 as of 30 
April 2014.  There has been no bill from the 
library for the indexing software as of this 
date.   
Membership is at 74 members.   
Newsletter will be out June 1st.   
A discussion of a future program on 
members experience doing foreign 
genealogy with Wayne and Max 
volunteering to talk about their experiences.   
Patsy Jordan received an 1860 Hancock 
County map from Carle Gray.  She is paying 
to have it restored and is donating it to the 
Ellsworth Library.   
The June meeting will be held at the Orland 
Historical Society on June 14th.  The July 
program on the Moore family is being 
moved to August due to some scheduling 
conflicts.   
The meeting was adjourned at 10:35 AM 
Respectfully submitted, 
Charlene Fox Clemons 
Secretary 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blue Hill, Maine, Wescott School, 1929 
Submitted by Charlene Clemons 
 
Who were these children and what happened 
to them?   
 
Florence, Herman and Ralph Cunningham 
were the three youngest children of Harlan 
and Ida (Soper) Cunningham.  Florence born 
24 Feb 1918, moved to Ellsworth in 1940, 
married Edgar Fox, Jr. and later Lyman 
Linscott.  She died in Bar Harbor 26 Oct 
2007.  Herman, born 30 Jun 1915, was the 
first inductee from Hancock County during 
World War II.  He married Ethel Howard, at 
Ft. Williams, Maine 18 Apr 1942.  They 
lived in Orland where Ethel still lives.  
Herman died 27 Jul 1986 in Orland.  He is 
buried in Oak Grove Cemetery in Orland.  
Ralph, born 28 Jun 1921, joined the Army in 
Dec 1942.  He married Florence Gray of 
Sedgwick, worked for Merrill Transport for 
more than twenty years, lived in Hampden 
Highlands and raised two daughters.  Ralph 
died 30 Sept 1974.  Florence died 8 Nov 
2011 in Pennsylvania.  They are buried in 
Sedgwick.   
Helen G Dunbar born 24 Nov 1918, was the 
daughter of G. Carroll and Esther I. Dunbar.  
She married Robert M. Luther of New York, 
New York 26 Feb 1940.  No further 
information has been found.   
Florence and Ethel Howard were two of the 

 

The Washington County Historical and 
Genealogical Society will hold a Genealogy 
Fair on Saturday, July 19 2014 from 9:00 – 
3:00 at the Elm St School in East Machias. 

The Genealogy Fair is free and open to the 
public. Individuals and Historical Societies 
who would like to participate are asked to 
contact Valdine Atwood at 207-255-4432 

or valdine@myfairpoint.net 
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ten children of Lionel and Effie Howard.  
Florence was born 17 Jun 1919.  She 
married Sheldon Gray of Blue Hill 28 Dec 
1935.  Florence died 5 Dec 2008 in Portland.   
Mildred and Ruby Judkins were daughters 
of Alvin LaForest and Jennie (Hatch) 
Judkins.  Mildred was born 1 Nov 1915.  
She went to Portland after high school 
where she studied to become a nurse.  
During World War II she entered the Army, 
becoming a 1st Lieutenant.  She married one 
Arthur M. Ellis and died at Lamoni, Iowa 9 
Feb 2006.  She is buried in North Penobscot.  
Ruby was born 20 Sept 1918.  She worked 
for a time as a housekeeper in a private 
home, married Hugh S. Galen of Columbia, 
Maine 24 Apr 1940.  She passed away 13 
Dec 1993 in Everett, Washington.   
 
Back row left to right – Winnifred Snow, 
Helen Dunbar, Florence Cunningham, 
Mildred Judkins and Ruby Judkins. 
Middle row – Goldie Lindsey, Ethel 
Howard, Florence Howard and Arline 
Treworgy. 
Front row – Ralph Cunningham, Galen 
Snow, Arthur Saunders and Herman 
Cunningham. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Goldie Lindsay was born abt 1922.  In the 
1930 and 1940 US Census for Blue Hill she 
is listed as the adopted daughter of Fred 
Lindsay and his wife Goldie.  Also in the 
same household and listed as adopted son is 
Ralph H. Lindsay born abt 1912.  No 
marriage or death record has been found for 
Goldie.   
Arthur Saunders, born abt 1922, was the son 
of Prudence Saunders.  He was raised by his 

grandparents, James  (Jay) L. and Ella 
Saunders in Blue Hill.  Arthur married Annie 
M. Johnson of Deer Isle, 8 Mar 1946.   
Winnifred and Galen Snow were the 
children of Haskell D. and Sara (Stubbs) 
Snow.  Winnifred, born 17 Jul 1918 married 
Donald B. Wescott of Blue Hill, 11 Jun 
1937.  Donald passed away 11 Apr 1983 in 
Blue Hill and Winnifred 10 Oct 2000 in 
Ellsworth.  Galen, born 1916 married Joyce 
L. Smith 12 Dec 1943.  Both were living in 
Bangor at the time.  Galen passed away in 
1996 and is buried in Evergreen Cemetery in 
Bucksport with Haskell Snow.   
No further information has been found on 
Arline Treworgy.  She did not appear in the 
1920, 1930 or 1940 census for Blue Hill, nor 
is there a marriage record for her on the 
Maine State Archives website.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Upcoming Meetings 
All meetings begin at 

10:00AM 
 

June 14 – Orland H.S. 
 
 

July 12 – Ellsworth Lib 
 

August 9 – Ellsworth Lib 
 

Moore Family discussion 
 

September 13 – Probable 
visit to Surry Cemetery 

 

October 11 –  TBA 
 

November 8 – Ellsworth Lib 
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Searching in Foreign Countries 
Submitted by:  Marie  Abajian 
 
A man finds room in the few square inches 
of the face for the traits of all his ancestors; 
for the expression of all his history, and his 
wants.  Ralph Waldo Emerson.  We all try to 
find a connection to our past, not all through 
the records like genealogists do, but the 
connection is needed by all people.  Through 
this connection we want to find the names of 
those that went before us, and where and 
when they lived.  To do so often time will 
take us out of the United States, for most of 
that would be our great grandparents or even 
earlier, our parents even.  When we venture 
outside the United States to find the records 
of those before us, we will happen upon 
some very different languages, types of 
records, and ways of finding those records 
and connections to help with the records.   
 
Many genealogists avoid searching for those 
in other countries due to language issues, but 
it doesn’t have to be that way.  Speaking the 
language, writing the language and the 
variety of spelling can be confusing but you 
can do it.  You DON’T need to speak the 
language; you need to know the key words 
such as: birth, baptism/confirmation, 
marriage, burial, mother, father, etc.   You 
DO need to spell the information found in 
the language you found the record.  If you 
need help with the letters needed consult the 
chart at 
http://tools.oratory.com/altcodes.html, I 
keep it on my bookmarks bar, so it’s always 
available.  You will begin to remember the 
shortcuts to the often used letters.  Be open 
to all the alternative ways of spelling names 
and places, but remember sometimes a 
single letter without a tilde or miniscule will 
be a completely different name or place.  
There is an “International Spelling 
Alphabet” that is accepted, but, for the 
records to be accurate it is best to spell it as 

it should be.    If you go to 
www.nationsonline.org you will find the 
International spelling of a place name if 
needed for mapping and other help. 
 
All genealogists should be keeping research 
logs as they do their research, but if you like 
I get a tad lazy when searching for great 
aunt Sue in Boise, you’ll be OK, you’ll most 
likely be able to find where you were 
searching the last time rather quickly.  But if 
you are searching for your great 
grandmother Hanne Sophie Reinholdt in 
both Mecklenburg-Swchwerin and 
Denmark, you best be keeping a log of 
where you looked and the results of that 
search.  There are a few things you should 
be doing when researching outside the 
United States:  researching the area/time 
period, research log and proper citations.  
You first should research the location and 
history of the area.  This will help in finding 
records that relate to what you want to 
know.  If your research says that churches 
didn’t arrive in the area until 1850 and you 
are searching for someone in 1790, looking 
at old church records would be a waste of 
your time and effort, might be interesting 
though.  Keep track of what books, websites 
and microfilm rolls you looked through, be 
as exact in the records as you can, even put 
the search criteria for websites, the wording 
on searches can change the outcome of the 
results.  And for all genealogy, the citation is 
of utmost importance.  Many genealogy 
programs will do the work on the citation; 
you just need to feed the information into 
the program.  The citation won’t be a 
professional citation, cannot be used in 
professional articles and such, but it should 
help you find the record again if needed.   
 
How to find the records is what everyone 
wants to know.  Where are they, why they 
are so hard to find and all types of questions 
are asked all the time.  It’s not that they are 
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hard to find, it’s that we don’t know what to 
look for.  As I said above, research the area, 
if you know what was happening in the time 
period you’d know the type of records to 
look for.  If there were churches, that would 
be one of the first places to seek 
information, they tended to be more resolute 
when it came to record keeping, good for us.  
Try various search engines designed to help 
you find records, such as 
www.cyndislist.com even google.com has 
some great hits.  Bing.com and some of the 
other search engines are not as helpful.  
Ancestry.com and FamilySearch.org are of 
course amazing help for USA and just about 
every other country.  When using Google 
just remember to try wording in various 
ways, you will find different records with 
each wording combination.  Just try, it 
doesn’t cost anything to try. 
And lastly, try out message boards, surname 
specific, area specific and other associations 
that relate to the type of research you are 
doing.  Even if language is an issue, as I said 
before, you don’t have to speak the language 
if you have a computer you can use the 
translate feature if needed to talk to those of 
another country.  I have now successfully 
searched for records in Canada, Denmark, 
Sweden and Germany, all with just a single 
semester of German language in college way 
back when.  I have found that many records 
after a while seem to be in English because I 
recognize most of the words I need to know 
and can fill in the blanks with those I don’t 
know.  I haven’t attempted searching my 
husband’s roots in Armenia due to the fact 
the alphabet is so different I don’t know if I 
can stumble through that as easily, but I will 
try one of these days, and I think that I will 
be able to find surviving records and 
translate them too.   
 

 
 
 

Bangor Family History Fair 
Submitted by Charlene Clemons 

 
The Bangor Church of Jesus Christ Later 
Day Saints held an all day Family History 
fair on Saturday, April 12, 2014.  The fair 
was free to anyone with an interest in 
learning more about genealogy – church 
membership not required.  There were 25 
classes from which you could choose in four 
sessions.  Four of the classes were live 
presentations with the others being videos 
from the Church's Root Tech Conference 
held each year in Utah. 
The day started with the keynote address by 
Judy Russell.  Ms. Russell is an attorney 
from Texas who blogs as “The Legal 
Genealogist”.  Her topic was “Family 
History Can Be Lost In Just Three 
Generations”.  She began the talk by having 
every one in the audience stand while she 
asked three questions.  If you could not 
answer the question you were asked to sit 
down.  The first question was “What was the 
first serious illness your mother had as a 
child?”.  More than half the audience sat 
down.  Second question “What was your 
grandmother's favorite toy as a child or 
subject in school?”.  Two choice and  again 
more than half those left sat down.  These 
were followed by “Did your great 
grandfather know how to swim and what 
was his favorite swimming hole?”.  By this 
point pretty much everyone was seated.  She 
then went on to the importance of 
interviewing relatives before it is too late 
and recording that oral history and from 
there proving the stories you are told.  All 
this was done with a great deal of humor so 
that everyone enjoyed it.  At the end a young 
man entertained us with stories of his 
family's tradition of playing the fiddle 
interspersed  with him playing several lively 
tunes on his fiddle, handed down from his 
great-grandfather.   
Topics for the other sessions included DNA 
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research, organizing digital photos and 
photo restoration you can do yourself, 
indexing for the Family Search website, 
using an iPad, various websites such as 
Ancestry, My Heritage, creating a blog and 
many others from beginner to advanced 
levels. The video presentations were very 
well done and if you had a question, you 
were given the opportunity to write the 
question out and the answer would be 
emailed back to you from the presenter. 
The one drawback was that no lunch time 
was scheduled.  Something that will 
probably be corrected before the next fair in 
2015.  There was about 15 minutes between 
sessions and space was set aside in the gym 
with tables and chairs where you could eat a 
lunch if you had time.  However, some of 
the classes ran over so that did not work for 
everyone.  All that aside, the programs and 
the chance to meet so many other 
genealogists were well worth spending the 
day there.   
     
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William Norris Stone 
Lost Cemetery in Trenton 

Recently an article ran in the Bangor Daily about a 
cemetery in Trenton. I have added just a hint about 
this story. Please check  the link below for the full 
story. 
http://bangordailynews.com/slideshow/unraveling-
the-secrets-in-trentons-abandoned-ancient-cemetery-
of-unknowns/?ref=search 

Unraveling the secrets in 
Trenton’s abandoned, ancient 
cemetery of unknowns 

By Bob Whittaker, Special to the BDN 
Posted May 16, 2014, at 6:58 a.m. 
 

The story begins with the genealogical 
research of our family with my cousin five 
times removed and good friend Bob 
Whitaker from West Haven, Connecticut. 
(Yes, we even have pretty much the same 
name.) For almost two decades we have 
been searching for our ancestral 
grandparents in Trenton.  We enjoy our 
search for historical information, old photos 
of our family and occasional “field trips” to 
Trenton to find cemeteries where family 
members were buried and discover their old 
properties.  One of our research dilemmas 
was trying to find the graves of our great-
great-great-great-grandparents Elisha and 
Ruth Whitaker. During the 1790s to about 
1840 they once owned a 100-acre farm on 
Bar Harbor Road in Trenton. We had 
located the farm and searched several times 
for the graves without any luck.  During our 
visit to the Trenton area in 2011, I phoned 
Hancock County Genealogical Society 
President Patti Leland to inquire if she might 
be aware of any graves on the property that 
Elisha and Ruth owned. Patti told us she was 
not aware of any graves on their property, 
but to our surprise she informed us that there 
was an ancient, abandoned cemetery across 
the road from their property. 

 

    

 


