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Hancock Genealogical Society 
Annual Meeting Minutes 

12 March 2016 
The March meeting of the Hancock 
County Genealogical Society was held on 
Saturday, March 12, 2016 in the Riverview 
Room of the Ellsworth Public Library. 
The meeting was called to order at 10:10 
am by Secretary, Charlene Fox Clemons in 
the absence of President Patti Leland.  
There were 8 members present. 
Minutes of the January meeting were read 
and approved.  There was no meeting in 
February due to an impending storm. 
The Treasurer reported income for January 
of $210.00 in dues and nine cents interest, 
with expenses of $299.00 for an Ancestry 
subscription and $19.16 in postage leaving 
a net loss for the month of $108.51.  With 
a beginning balance of $5,098.65 and the 
negative balance of $108.51, the ending 
balance for January was $ 4,490.14.  The 
report was approved. 
A brief discussion of the April meeting at 
the Deer Isle – Stonington Historical 
Society was held with directions to the 
building being given out.   
There was no old business. 
Under new business, Mark Honey thanked 
the group for the Ancestry subscription 
and talked briefly about some of the 
projects he has been able to undertake with 
access to the information available to him 
now.   
The meeting was adjourned at 10:25 am.   
Following the meeting Alan Gray,  
President of Friends of Taunton Bay, gave 
a talk on Ships and Shipbuilding on 
Taunton Bay.  Questions were asked and 
answered until 11:45am after which some  

 
 
 
 
 
of the members discussed mutual interests.   
Respectfully submitted,  
Charlene Fox Clemons, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hancock Historian 
Newsletter of the Hancock County Genealogical Society        Volume 22           Issue 2      April 2016 

 
 

Looking for a 
Newsletter Editor 

If you are interested please let 
me know. Thanks in advance! 

Pleland57@yahoo.com 
207-266-6186 

 
 
 

Calendar for 2016 
 

Meetings are held at 10:00AM 
 

May 14 – Tentative Plans to visit the  
                BH Historical Society  
June 11 – Adam Fisher of the Maine State 
                 Library talking about digitizing 
                 and the virtual library on the 
                 internet 
July 9 – at the Library  
August 13 – Patsy Jordan’s house to  
                    view her genealogy  
                    collection 
September 10 –  TBA 
October 8 – at the Library 
                    Program on the BH Fire of  
                    1947 
November 12 – at the Library 
                       Wrap-up of the year    
                        and look at 2017 
December – No meeting held 
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President’s Report: 
I hope everyone had a good winter. I 
have updated our 2016 meeting schedule. 
Our April 9 meeting is being held at the 
DI-Stonington Historical Society. I have 
included directions and another reminder  
later in Newsletter. It seems like a lot of 
interesting things are happening in the 
genealogy world. 
If anyone has come across a new 
resource on the internet let me know and 
I will include it in the next issue. We are 
always looking for ideas for speakers. If 
you have had a new discovery or the 
breakthrough of a brick wall and would 
like to tell the group about it at an 
upcoming meeting let me know, If you 
can’t attend meetings and would like it 
shared please send it to me and I will 
include it in an upcoming meeting.  
Patti Leland. president  

 

In the February edition of this newsletter 
I included a story about Hollis and 
Gertrude West Linscott. When Hollis 
was killed Gertrude was left to raise their 
10 children. The community came 
together and actively raised funds for a 
few weeks. Mrs. Linscott sued the 
Brewer Ice Company and won. She was 
awarded a small settlement. Mrs. 
Linscott never remarried and raised her 
children herself. She well into her 90s.  
They are both buried in Hancock at Pine 
Tree Cemetery, along with their 16 year 
old daughter who died from a ruptured 
appendix, 
Thank you Charlene Clemons for the 
additional information on your step-
grandfather.  
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Site of Salem Witch Trial Hangings 
Verified 
January 11, 2016 Salem, Mass.— After 
centuries of conflicting beliefs and more 
recent internet speculation, a team of 
scholars has verified the site where 19 
innocent people were hanged during the 
1692 witch trials as Proctor’s Ledge, an area 
bounded by Proctor and Pope Streets in 
Salem, Massachusetts. 

“We are happy to be able to bring years of 
debate to an end,” said Salem State 
University Professor Emerson Baker. “Our 
analysis draws upon multiple lines of 
research to confirm the location of the 
executions.” The city of Salem acquired the 
strip of land near the base of Gallows Hill in 
1936 “to be held forever as a public park” 
and called it “Witch Memorial Land.” As it 
was never marked, most people erroneously 
assumed the executions took place on the 
hill’s summit. 

The Gallows Hill Project team now 
identifies the site as a rocky ledge much 
closer to Boston Street, at the base of the 
hill, basing its conclusions on the early 20th 
century research of historian Sidney Perley, 
an eye-witness reference to an execution 
from the trial papers, maps from different 
periods, and newer technology not available 
previously. “Ground-penetrating radar and 
high-tech aerial photography shed new light 
on the topography of the site as it is today 
and as it was in 1692,” asserted Professor 
Benjamin Ray of the University of Virginia. 
“As a result,” added Ray, “we can now say 
with confidence that Proctor’s Ledge is the 
site of the hangings.” 
 “Now that the location of this historic 
injustice has been clearly proven, the city 
will work to respectfully and tastefully 
memorialize the site in a manner that is 
sensitive to its location today in a largely 
residential neighborhood,” said Salem 

Mayor Kimberley Driscoll. ”Salem is 
constantly looking to the lessons of its past. 
Whether it was through the formation of our 
No Place for Hate Committee and our 
landmark non-discrimination ordinance, or 
through the good work of the Salem Award 
Foundation, the lessons we learn from our 
history directly inform the values and 
actions we take as a community today. 
Salem, long known for a dark time in our 
past when people turned on each, is now a 
community where people turn toward each 
other. Having this site identified marks an 
important opportunity for Salem, as a city, 
to come together and recognize the injustice 
and tragedy perpetrated against 19 innocent 
people.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            A Part of Proctor’s Ledge 
Photo and article were found on 
http://w3.salemstate.edu/~ebaker/Gallows_Hill 
 
There are many articles on this exciting 
discovery to be found on the web. Some 
have more details including the science 
behind it. 
The info here came from a website that 
talks about the project and the monument 
that will be built. 
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Queries: 
 
Wondering if anyone might have 
information about the Milliken family?  I 
have traced my family to Abigail Smith 
who married Moses Hammond. I have 
her parents as John Smith and Polly 
Milliken.  But I don't know much about 
either of them and what I am finding is 
contradictory.  
Moses Hammond born 1761 in 
Rochester, MA. died 1839 in Surry, ME 
Abigail Smith born 1774, possibly in 
Hancock county, died 1853 in Surry, ME 
Married 1790 
At least this is the information I have.... 
Elaine Christopher 
e.m.christopher@myfairpoint.net 
 
 
Indiana Jones, step aside. Carnegie Mellon 
University's Yang Cai is developing new 
technology that could revolutionize the way 
archaeologists work. Cai, director of the 
Ambient Intelligence Lab at Carnegie Mellon 
CyLab, is developing new software to scan 
200-year-old gravestones at Old St. Luke's 
Church in nearby Carnegie to help its 
Episcopal pastor identify all the names on 
the cemetery's tombstones. 

"We are very excited and pleased that 
Professor Cai and his research team are 
helping us reclaim our past by identifying 
some of the 20 graves at our cemetery," said 
Rev. Richard Davis, director of Old St. Luke's 
Church at 330 Old Washington Pike. 
The church, established in 1765 as a 
stockade church for British soldiers, is 
operated as a special events building for 
weddings, book reviews and special holiday 
services, according to Davis. 
During the past two weeks, Cai's research 
team trekked through the church's three-acre 

cemetery, scanning unreadable gravestones 
and then storing the images on laptops. 
"We are exploring new 3-D reconstruction 
technology to decipher the gravestone 
names," said Cai. "Essentially, we reconstruct 
the tombstone surfaces by applying filtering 
and detection algorithms for revealing the 
words on the archaic surfaces," he said. 
In addition to discovering who is buried in the 
church cemetery, Cai is developing a digital 
cemetery for Old St. Luke's Church. 
"Our goal is to take the guess work out of 
archeology and make this reconstruction 
technology available for a variety of other 
industry sectors, such as the security and 
medical fields," said Cai. 
I found this article on sciencedaily.com. Who 
knows, maybe someday we will have this 
technology. Now if we can just protect the 
stones until the technology gets here! 
 
 
Submitted by HCGS member  
Stephen Day 
I have lived in Santa Fe, NM for 20 years 
while working and subsequently retiring 
from the Los Alamos National Laboratory.  
Several years ago I received a call from 
John Holt of Lamoine who was 
researching the Holt family.  My great-
great-grandfather, Henry Jordan, had been 
married to Elsie Holt.  He was checking to 
see if my great-grandfather, Eugene Jordan 
Day, was indeed Elsie’s son. He was. 
(Eugene was raised by Moses Day of 
Brooklin after his father Henry died three 
months before he was born.)  While we 
were chatting, he told me that my cousin, 
Linda Friend, had a family genealogy 
book on one side of her family – the 
Curriers.  In that book was information on 
her Jordan side of the family.  Henry 
Jordan had also been her great-great-
grandfather.  I contacted Linda and she 
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sent me the book to read. Here’s an 
excerpt from that book:  
“Sometime before 1908, their son, Harry 
S. Jordan, went to Hartford where he 
worked as a machinist.  By 1914, Henry, 
Rachel and the whole family were living at 
22 Mortsen.  At this time, Henry worked 
as a watchman.  From 1915, however, 
Harry’s name no longer appears in the 
directories.  His grand-niece Hildreth said,  
“He just disappeared.  Maybe he went to 
Chicago or somewhere.”  The 1920 
Chicago census shows a Harry Jordan of 
about the right age residing there with a 
wife and child.  The census shows that 
Harry was born in Maine – perhaps this is 
the man.” 
Fast Forward to Feb 2006.  My uncle, 
Frank Day Jr., had died and I went back to 
Brooklin, Maine for his memorial service.  
Uncle June lived alone in the house where 
his parents had lived.  My sisters and I 
went through boxes and boxes and 
cupboards and cupboards at his house.  My 
grandmother had not thrown much away 
through the years.  One of my finds was 
this postcard.  (See attached postcard.)  It 
was dated Nov. 16, 1952 and was sent to 
my grandfather from Harry S. Jordan Sr.  
The person who “just disappeared.”  His 
son, Harry S. Jordan Jr., had received his 
Masters Degree from Harvard and had 
recently been employed by the Scientific 
Lab of the University of California at the 
Atomic Energy Research Center at Los 
Alamos, now known as Los Alamos 
National Laboratory.  I came back to Santa 
Fe primed to find Harry Jordan Jr.  And I 
did…he resides about ½ mile from me at 
the Santa Fe National Cemetery.  (See 
attached cemetery record.)  I subsequently 
found the death record of Harry Jordan Sr.  
He died Sep. 25, 1962 in Baldwin, GA. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   Joseph Henry Jordan and Rachel Madora Flye 
Stephen’s 2nd great uncle 
Harry Sr is his 1st cousin 2x removed 
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From the May 5, 1900 
edition of the Bar Harbor 
Record 

 

 

 

  


