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President’s Corner 

 
When I first joined the Hancock County 

Genealogical Society, I anticipated that the group 
would meet to share information about their 
respective families and to share ideas about how 
and where to look for yet more data.  I think we 
are doing a fairly good job sharing with each other 
at the meetings.  To help keep us informed in 
various aspects of genealogy, Agnes Carr has 
volunteered to be the Program Chairperson.  
Please contact her with ideas of whom to invite as 
speaker of topics you would like to hear discussed. 

The other means by which we can provide 
information is through this newsletter.  I hope that 
we can publish a newsletter six times a year in the 
odd-numbered months, i.e. January, March, May, 
etc.  But I don’t want to publish a newsletter with 
no news.  That would be a waste of everyone’s 
time and money.  So please, if you have a tidbit 
you’d like to pass along to the rest of the group, 
send it to Wayne Smith (RR 1, Box 174, Surry, ME 
04684-9704; E-mail: whsmith@acadia.net) or drop 
it off at the Ellsworth Library, Attn.: Charlene 
Clemons. 

On Saturday, April 25th, I attended the 
Maine Genealogical Society meeting in South 
Portland. There I picked up a flier about a 
genealogical fair hosted by the Monmouth 
Historical Society and Monmouth Museum on 
Saturday, June 13th, from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  
It will be held at the Packard Activity Center of the 
United Church of Monmouth, 778 Main Street 
(Route 132) in Monmouth Center.  Contact Craig 

Cowing at 993-2931 or by E-mail at: cc@tka.com 
by June 6th if you wish to reserve a table at no 
charge.  For further information, the flier is posted 
in the Ellsworth Library. 

At the meeting, I met Joseph Crook 
Anderson II and Lois Thurston.  They are both 
certified genealogists and until recently were co-
editors of The Maine Genealogist.  Mr. Anderson 
has taken sole responsibility for that task as Lois 
Thurston wanted to spend more time research her 
own family.  I was happy to meet them both as 
they had provided extensive help and guidance 
with two articles I authored.  I might get credit as 
being author, but there is nothing like having a 
good editor behind the scenes.  Anyway, I 
attended a lecture by Joe Anderson about analyzing 
the figures in the censuses from 1790 to 1840.  
After the lecture, he provided copies of his work 
sheets to those in attendance and I will place one in 
the Vertical File at the Library.  I would be happy 
to discuss this topic with anyone who is interested. 

One my way back home from the meeting in 
South Portland, I stopped by a distant cousin’s 
house in Dixmont.  Her father was a school 
teacher during the winter terms in Newburgh, 
Carmel, Etna, Stetson, and other nearby towns.  
He had a probate practice, was appointed by the 
Governor of Maine to be a Trial Justice; he was a 
Justice of the Peace, and a farmer.  In Llewellyn P. 
Toothaker’s Account Book are his charges in 
November in 1883 when he came Downeast on 
some sort of business.  So you can get a sense of 
the cost of living then, the following is an 
abbreviated list of his expenses: 
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Team of horses to Bangor from Dixmont:  $1.50 
Breakfast in Bangor:    $0.25 
Stage Fare to Ellsworth:    $2.00 
Dinner in Ellsworth:    $0.50 
Wages:     $1.50 
Supper and lodging in Ellsworth:  $1.00 

 
In August 1884, a fellow by the name of Washburn 
Peabody worked for Mr. Toothaker and he was 
paid $0.50 per day for cutting and hauling hay and 
wood.  Mr. Peabody apparently was a tobacco 
user as he was charged ten cents for a piece of 
tobacco and fifty cents for a pound. 

 
         Richard Spinney	  

 
 

QUERIES 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
Names in this edition: Firlotte, Gray, Grindle, 
Hopkins, Mason, Milliken, Sears 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
 

Query No. 107: I am seeking information on 
cousins Louis and Harry Milliken, from 
Ellsworth.  They were on board the three-masted 
schooner Charles A. Briggs which was wrecked on 
the rocks of Nahant either Jan. 31 or Feb. 1, 1898 
in a bad storm.  All aboard were lost in the  
wreck. It is believed the bodies of these two men 
were claimed and brought  back to Ellsworth for 
burial The Nahant Historical Society is dedicating 
a plaque on May 23 to the men of the Charles A. 
Briggs.  They would like any information anyone 
might have on these men and would  especially 
like a photo of them if one exists. They would like 
the information in time for the dedication, but will 
accept information anytime for their files.  Send 
information directly to Ms. Sears at the Historical 
Society.  

Calantha Sears 
Nahant Historical Society 
P.O. Box 51 
Nahant, MA 01908 

Query No. 108: If you are (or know of any living) 
descendants of the following family, I would like 
to hear from you. 
 
David B. Gray of Penobscot b. abt. 1834, d. 6 July 
1900; md. (1) 21 Oct 1854 Mercy Mason of 
Castine b. 26 Oct 1836; md. (2) Frances Emma 
Gray b. abt. 1862 d. 21 or 23 July 1906 in 
Waterville, ME 

 
Children: By Mercy Mason 

1.  Ella F. Gray b. abt. 1856 or 1857 m. 
Frank Grindle of Blue Hill, lived in 
Waterville, Me. in July 1900. 

2.  David A. Gray b. abt. 1858 d 1860-1870. 
3.  Burton A. Gray b. abt. 1859 lived in 

Somerville, Mass or Waterville, Me. or 
Winslow, Me in 1900. 

4.  Charles A. Gray b. abt. 1861 lives in 
Somerville, Mass. in July 1900. 

5.  Cora F. Gray b. abt. 1865.  Not shown in 
July 1900 Probate Record. 

6.  Nellie Cora Gray m Stillman I. Hopkins. 
 Lived in Malville, Montana in July 1900. 

 
Children: By Frances Emma Gray 

1.  Annie C. Gray lived in Penobscot in July 
1900. 

2.  Isaiah I. Gray b. Feb 8, 1880 in Penobscot, 
lived in Penobscot in July1900, may have 
later moved to Rumford, Me and then to 
the mid-west. 

3.  Mercy Gray may have been 17 years old 
and a minor in July 1900. 

 
Paul Firlotte 
RFD #4, Box 308-B 
Ellsworth, ME 04605 
Telephone: (207) 667-2457 
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Hancock County Chapter of the 
Maine Genealogical Society 

Minutes 
March 21, 1998 

 
 The March meeting of the Hancock County 
Chapter of the Maine Genealogical Society was 
held Saturday, March 21, 1998 at the Ellsworth 
Public Library with 13 members present. 
 The Secretary's report was read and 
accepted.  Joann Levin reported on the cemeteries 
project.  A discussion of the project followed with 
Joann suggesting that we try to get the information 
collected added to a web-site.  Wayne & Janet 
Patten and Charlene Clemons reported on the 
search for a site for the Genealogy Fair.  The 
YMCA offered us a room used for day-care which 
would hold 15 people.  We turned them down.  
The VFW had never gotten back to us other than 
one call from a person who was not in charge of 
scheduling the hall.  Wayne Smith suggested that 
we might be able to use the Unitarian Church and 
offered to check into it.  Max Brenninkmeyer 
offered to check on St. Joseph's Catholic Church if 
the Unitarian was not available. 
 In new business, Richard proposed having 
membership cards, a discussion was held on what 
should be on them and whether to purchase them 
or make our own.  Max offered to create them on 
his computer, with Richard promising to draw up a 
design of a pine tree within the outline of Hancock 
County.   
 It was decided to publish the newsletter 
every other month instead of quarterly.  The 
current issue of the newsletter was handed out and 
several people paid their dues for the new year.  
The meeting was adjourned at about 4:15 PM. 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
  Charlene Clemons 
  Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 

Hancock County Chapter of the 
Maine Genealogical Society 

Minutes 
April 18, 1998 

 
 The April meeting of the Hancock County 
Chapter of the Maine Genealogical Society was 
held Saturday, April 18, 1998 in the Riverview 
Room of the Ellsworth Public Library with 19 
members present. 
 The Secretary's and Treasurer's reports 
were read and accepted.  Austin Carter reported 
that we have 29 members who have paid dues for 
the current year.  A motion was made and 
seconded to change the name of our group to the 
Hancock County Genealogical Society.  The 
motion was passed.  Joann Levin, who was 
unable to attend, sent in a report on the cemetery 
committee stating that she is in the final stages of 
checking the Mt. Calvary Cemetery inventory and 
still talking with Pam Reid of the Tombstone 
Project (on GenWeb). 
 A proposed pamphlet was passed around 
for comments.  Agnes Carr volunteered to be 
Speaker Chair for a period of one year. Wayne 
Smith reported that we have the use of the 
Unitarian Church for the genealogy fair for a rental 
fee of $45.00.  A motion was made, seconded, 
and passed to spend the $45.00.  A deadline of 
April 30 was set for any submissions to the 
newsletter. 
 After the business meeting, a round-the-
circle introduction and discussion of what we are 
all working on was held, with the meeting 
adjourning at 4:30 PM. 
 
  Respectfully submitted 
  Charlene Clemons 
  Secretary	  
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NEW	  NET	  ADDRESSES:	  
 

Submitted by Joann Levin 
 
Mayflower Site: 
http://www.maddoxinteractive.com/mayflower 
* Several new Mayflower and other wills 
* A new "KinKalc"--little pop-up calculator to 

determine birth dates from death, etc. 
* Pilgrim Anniversaries 
* New ship passenger lists 
* Mayflower daughters, and more. 
* A discussion forum for your family questions. 
 
Enquirer: 
http://www.maddoxinteractive.com/enquirer 
* Smallpox:  Scourge of the Colonies 
* Need A "Physick"  Your doctor might just 

prescribe wolf fangs. 
* Cures for lustful thoughts, melancholy, 

pestilence and more 
* Cannibalism to the South? 
 
Free-B-Kins: 
http://www.maddoxinteractive.com/freebkins 
Free personal use web graphics for your family 
tree climbing. 
 
Scott Origens: 
http://www.origens.net/GRO/ 
The opening page will give you a menu to choose 
from.  It's probably most valuable to go directly to 
the following address, as it's the information one 
really needs to start with: Frequently Asked 
Questions about Scotland Records, answered by: 
 
The General Register Office for Scotland 
Internet Services:  
http://www.open.gov.uk/gros/faq.htm 
Fully searchable index of Scottish birth and 
marriage records from 1553 to 1897, and death 
records from 1855 to 1898.  An index to census 
for 1891 will also be provided.  1881 census data 
will be made available later this year. 
 
 

Cybertree Genealogy Database: 
http://home.sprynet.com/sprynet/lgk71/ 
Among other things at this site is: American Life 
History: Manuscripts from the Federal Writers 
Project 1936-1940.  There is a search page for 
each state.  When I submitted all my names, I 
found a relative who had been interviewed in a 
cafeteria in New York city!  It included his place 
of residence at the time, which helped me in further 
research.  Another section is entitled: American 
Memory.  Maine interviews invlude: David 
Morin, Steve Comeau, Ovide Morin, Henry 
Mitchell, Indian Canoe Maker, Alphonse Martin, 
Mike Pelletier, Alex Lavoie, and noted French 
personalities. 
 
Addie’s Genealogy Homepage: 
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/5978/ 
Includes information on colonial MA and ME 
genealogy and early New England families.  One 
listing is entitled: Are You Descended from 
Pocahontas? (A friend has found two family 
surnames here!)  Don’t miss this site!  It has a 
wide variety of information, some that I haven’t 
found elsewhere. 
 
Family Papers 
http://www.teleport.com/~jimren/index.shtml 
This is a commercial site, offering to help search 
for and purchase documents of any sort pertaining 
to your family (famous or not).  Often the papers 
contain much information, and have the signature 
of your ancestor.  Unfortunately, it’s out of the 
price range of most of us.  However, I got a thrill 
out of viewing some of the very old documents that 
are available for study.  Who knows?  One of 
your ancestral documents may be on view among 
the samples, and you can copy the information! 
 

Upcoming	  Events	  
May 16, 2:30 PM - Regular meeting at Ellsworth Public 

Library, Riverside Room 
June 20, 2:30 PM - Regular meeting at Ellsworth Public 

Library, Riverside Room 
July 18, 2:30 PM - Regular meeting at Ellsworth Public 

Library, Riverside Room 
August 15, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM - Genealogy Fair at Unitarian 

Universalist Church of Ellsworth, Bucksport Rd. 



 
5 The Hancock Historian 

 
May 1998 

 
 

Genealogical Word Search: 
FIND YOUR FAMILY! 

 
 

M B M G B P Y I T O H L Q H S  
E M P M N T G V E T U C U U B  
Y E Z M A U X X E A U K L C C  
C R B T D B O S K K N C M O K  
J H W T R A V Y H C K W R L I  
O S E M O S R E S T R E B O R  
J G W Q J S U L N U E R E M C  
S U Y H V E R L I A S W C Y F  
M Z U E I T A A K N O Y T A F  
X I D G M T O T P E G J V P D  
N N D Q W A A Z O S P F M E V  
E A S J R R Y K H N A M O B Z  
S V W Z N P C O E A Y G S M E  
P K E E F E N D E R S O N U U  
E F F S U J A T T O H V G F F  

 
 

ALLEY   KEEFE 
BASSETT  LUCK 
COLOMY  MAYO 
DARLING  ORCUTT 
EATON  PRATT 
FENDERSON  ROBERTS 
GASPAR  SOMES 
HOPKINS  WHITAKER 
JORDAN  YOUNG 
 

Puzzle thanks to the following website: 
 http://www.puzzlemaker.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Hancock County Cemetery Project Report 
 
 The Mt. Calvary Cemetery recordings will be 
available to researchers in the Library in May, and 
will also be accessible on the Internet as part of the 
Tombstone Project, U. S. GenWeb!  
Unfortunately, the format will have to be changed 
for the Net, so it will take a lot of editing.  Look 
for it about the middle of May. 
 We are going on to record the new section of 
the Woodbine Cemetery, but everyone is invited to 
record and submit any cemetery of their choice. 
And please search out those small private family 
cemeteries which are in danger of being 
overlooked!  If you do not want to do the 
recording, we’ll arrange for that, but it’s important 
that this history not be lost. 
 Wayne Smith is currently working on the 
Hillside Cemetery on the North Bend Rd. in Surry 
where several of his family are buried. 
 Jim Bartlett and Joyce Barr of Brooklin have 
submitted a beautiful recording of the cemetery on 
Tinkers Island, complete with epitaphs.  These 
stones are from the mid 1800’s and are broken and 
tipped; one stone is already too worn to be read. 
The seafaring family buried here are of Jim’s 
family.  At the end of their recording, Jim and 
Joyce write: “We transcribed this information April 
15, 1998 and sincerely hope that it may help 
preserving the history of Tinkers Island (formerly 
in Seaville, Maine) and the people who lived and 
died there.”  They have also arranged that 
recordings of other cemeteries of their area be 
added to our collection.  Watch for information in 
the next newsletter. 
 As each cemetery is being compiled, I am 
making a master surname index, which will give 
listings of each cemetery a name appears in, even if 
it be in a plot of a different surname.  This will be 
updated periodically, perhaps not after each and 
every addition, but I will try to keep it reasonably 
current. 
 Thanks to everyone who has helped.  We 
appreciate you all, and my thanks to Charlene for 
guidance as we go along. 
    - Joann Levin 



 
6 The Hancock Historian 

 
May 1998 

 
 

Nichols and Carter Gravestones Unearthed 
 

 While Wayne Smith was chatting with 
cousins Kenneth and Lillian DeBeck of W. 
Ellsworth last weekend, he learned of a small 
burial plot in the large field behind their house, just 
SW of the intersection of the North Bend Rd. and 
Route 1. Preliminary inspection showed it to be 
extremely overgrown and amongst a thicket of 
trees. Undaunted, Wayne went back armed with a 
shovel, brush, notebook, pen, and gloves and 
proceeded to remove the layers of earth over three 
of the stones, revealing information about the 
following three individuals: 
 
 

Mary, 
Wife of 

James Carter 
Died 

Aug. 25, 1844 
Aed. 54 yrs 10 ms. 

 
 
 
 

Hancock County Genealogical Society 
c/o Austin Carter, Treasurer 
321 Main Street 
Bar Harbor, ME 04609 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joseph S. Nichols 

Died 
March 28, 1881 
Æ. 64 ys. 10 ms. 

(epitaph) 
 

John H. 
son of Joseph S. & 
Amanda Nichols 

Died 
June 22, 1869 

Æ. 23 yrs. 10 ms. 
(epitaph) 

 
There may yet be another grave or two to discover 
at this site, but Wayne ran out of light (he was 
doing it at dusk to avoid the blackflies) and 
managed to lose his pen in the process.  In any 
event, he plans on trying again sometime soon.  If 
you’re interested in these gravestones, Wayne will 
be happy to point them out to you.  Call him at 
667-9482 or e-mail at: whsmith@acadia.net. 
 


