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Election of New Officers (see p. 5) 

 
President’s Corner 

 
I want to thank you all for the honor of being 

re-elected as your president.  I know that it often 
is easier to let the same person be president than to 
"break in a new one" but, I suspect if the general 
membership were dissatisfied, I would have been 
run out of town on a rail.  So, thank you for your 
vote of confidence. 

I want to thank Austin Carter for his many 
years of service as our treasurer.  Our thoughts 
certainly go out to his father and his family in this 
time of illness.   

Congratulations to Betsy Eggleston, VP and to 
Charlene Clemons, Secretary for their re-elections 
in those positions and welcome and 
congratulations to Wayne Patten who is our new 
treasurer. 

Although Erna Wentworth continues to be our 
Membership Chairperson, she has asked for relief. 
 If anyone would like to volunteer some time 
before and after each meeting for this important 
position, please contact me. 

Agnes Carr has agreed to continue  to be our 
Program Chairperson.  I think we can all agree 
that she has done a great job so far.  If you know 
of someone who would be willing to speak to the 
group, or if you desire a certain subject to be 
discussed, please let her know. 

 

     	      Richard Spinney 
 

HANCOCK 
 

Upcoming	  Events	  
 

Scheduled Meetings and Programs for 1999 
 

Mark your calendars now! 
 
March 20 - speaker Max Brenninkmeyer, 

"Computers in Genealogy" 
April 17 - speaker Thomas Roderick,  

"Researching the Matrilineal Line" 
May   15 - Workshop - bring your problems and 

your sources 
June  19 - [We need a speaker; here's your 

chance!] 
July  17 - Final Plans for the Genealogy Fair 
August 21 — Genealogy Fair at Unitarian 

Universalist Church, Ellsworth 
Sept  18, Oct 16, and Nov. 20 are open for 

programs. 
December — No Meeting.  Happy Holidays!! 
 

COUNTY 
 

 



 
2 The Hancock Historian 

 
March 1999 

 
 

Maine Genealogical Society Spring 
Conference and Meeting 

 
The Maine Genealogical Society will hold its 

Spring conference and meeting Saturday May 1, 
1999, at Benton Elementary School.  Brochures 
are available at the Ellsworth Public Library for 
more detailed information.  However, some 
highlights are: 8:00 - 9:00 Registration.  There 
will be three 50-minute sessions in the morning 
during which various programs will be presented.  
A short business meeting is held after lunch and 
the keynote speaker will be Michael Tougias.  He 
is the author of 13 books and will present a lecture 
and slide presentation about King Phillip's War 
1675-76. Here is a chance to learn about this early 
conflict in the new colonies and about your 
ancestors' experiences.   

Cost of the meeting is $7.00 in advance ($9.00 
at the door) and $5.00 for lunch ($5.50 at the door). 
 Members and guests are both welcome.   
 

GENEALOGICAL 
 
Ellsworth Public Library 
 

Please remember that we are guests of the 
Ellsworth Public Library when we meet each 
month and we are their guests as we use their 
research materials in "the corner."  Please take the 
time to put the books back where you found them.  
The numbering system is quite easy -- especially 
when compared to the one used in Augusta -- and 
should be easily understood.  Not only will this 
help the librarians, it will help the next person who 
wishes to look at a certain book.  As the Hancock 
County Genealogy Society, I think we should think 
of the genealogy corner as our adopted child and 
take care of it.  Thanks. 
  - Richard Spinney, President 

 
 

New	  England	  Historical	   	  
&	  Genealogical	  Society	  

 
1999	  Research	  Programs	  and	  Tours	  

 
Information about NEHGS programs and tours 

is available at the Ellsworth Library. 

 
From the Library 

  
We have been especially busy at the library of 

late, due in large part to the wonderful publicity we 
received when Rhonda Erskine and WABI-TV 
news decided to interview Richard, Cheryl, and 
myself for the special on genealogy.  We had fun 
putting it together and have heard lots of positive 
comments since the airing. 

One of the best new projects at the library has 
nothing to do with genealogy, but I will mention it 
here anyway.  We have started a "Books on Call" 
program for housebound persons (of any age and 
for any reason).  There is a small army of 
volunteers waiting to deliver books, videos, audio 
tapes, or music CD's to persons who, for whatever 
reason, can not make the trip to the library.  Our 
volunteers will cover most of the greater Ellsworth 
area and surrounding towns.  If you know of 
anyone who would like this service, have them call 
the library at 667-6363 to sign up.   

 
New Books: 
 
The Hidden Half of the Family by Christina 

Kassabian Shaefer.  This book deals with 
researching the often forgotten female ancestors 
with lots of obscure sources.  Well worth 
browsing through.  

Descendants of Pete & Johannah Grant of 
Berwick, Maine put together by Christine Pettit.  

Descendants of Moses Butler, Jr. and Mary 
Moon put together by Lois D. Weaver and Lois C. 
Johnson. 

The Torrey Family of Deer Isle, Maine and 
Some Descendants by Alice Robbins Rogers. 
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Aroostook County and Carleton County, New 
Brunswick Families by Mark E. Honey. 

Union River Valley Families by Mark E. 
Honey  (Formerly, History of Mariaville, Part II) 
These last two books are works in progress by 
Mark and will be added to as more information is 
put together. 

From the Mayflower to Maine by Alicia Kay 
Smith.  This book covers the families of David 
Vinal Smith of  Massachusetts and Maine, John 
Thomas of England, Massachusetts and Maine, and 
John King of Massachusetts, Nova Scotia and 
Maine.  The John King family will be added to at 
a later date, probably in a separate volume. 
 
   See you at the Library, 
    Charlene 

 
Genealogical Notes from LDS Church: 

 
The LDS Church announced it is making two 

new CD-ROM packages available for home use. 
The North American Vital Records Index lists 
nearly 5 million names taken from church and civil 
records and from other collections in the United 
States and Canada.  The items in this 7-CD set 
focus on marriage records (6 discs) and also list 
some births and christenings (1 disc). The North 
American records indexed date from 1620 to 1888. 
It is priced at $19 US.   

The British Vital Records Index contains nearly 
five million names from parish registers, civil 
registrations and other record collections in 
England, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland.  The 
records on the index span more than three centuries, 
from 1538 to 1888.  The five CD's in this set 
concentrate on birth and christening records (4 
discs) and also list some marriages (1 disc).  It is 
priced at $15 US. 

These items can be ordered from the Church 
Distribution Center, 1999 West 1700 South, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84104-4233.  Telephone: 800-537-
5950 (from the US or Canada), 801-240-1126 
(international).  Fax orders: 801-240-3685. 

The Family History Department expects to 
begin releasing the 1880 US Census and the 1881 

British Census in early 1999.  This collection will 
total more than 80 million names. 

 

 Also… 
 

An article from the Global Gazette in February 
says: 

 
LDS Family History Library WebSite 

in 1999 
 
Rumors are flying about the possibility that the 

Family History Library in Salt Lake City might be 
starting a website. 

It's true. Curt Witcher, a director of GENTECH, 
attended their annual conference recently in Utah 
and came back with details about this long-awaited 
site. 

The site will begin sometime in the second 
quarter of this year.  Its name will be 
FamilySearch Internet Genealogy Services.  
FamilySearch is the copyright name of their CD-
ROM genealogical indexes.  This might make 
you think that these indexes will be available at the 
site, but this is not so. 

I know that many people will be disappointed 
that the International Genealogical Index and 
Ancestry File will not be included initially on the 
site.  The online site will have the Family History 
Library Catalog.  This is not the same as the 
version at the family history centers.  It will be 
considerably enhanced.  As well as author, title 
and LDS film number, it will include place names, 
surnames, keywords and subjects, all in searchable 
fields.  This means that for the first time, 
researchers will be able to use the Family History 
Library catalog in the same way they use online 
library catalogs elsewhere (in public or academic 
libraries).  The flexibility of the catalog will mean 
that we can find more books and films, more easily. 

The big question for most people who live far 
from Salt Lake (or even far from a branch family 
history center) is: when will the other 
FamilySearch options be included on the website.  
No decisions have been made about this yet. 
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As I mentioned in my last column, the 
Genealogical Society of Utah, the family history 
arm of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, has now begun a publications program 
selling sets of CD-ROMs on particular topics.  I 
mentioned a six-disk set of British vital records 
indexes.  Witcher informs me there are also sets 
of Australian Vital Records (price US$5.00) and 
United States Vital Records (price US$15.00).  At 
the moment I am unsure exactly what is on these. 

Other projected series to be made available 
soon are vital records sets for Continental Europe, 
Latin America and Scandinavia, Ellis Island 
immigration records, the 1880 U.S. census, and the 
1881 British census (scheduled for summer 1999). 
 The latter will be grouped in regions, but there 
will also be a nation-wide index. 

 

Society 

 
Hancock County Genealogy Society 

Minutes 
 
November 21, 1998 

The November meeting of the Hancock County 
Genealogical Society was held, Saturday, 
November 21, 1998 at 2:30 PM in the Riverview 
Room of the Ellsworth Public Library with 22 
members and guests present.  The minutes of the 
October 17 meeting were read and accepted.  The 
Treasurer's report was read--70 paid members as of 
November 18, 1998 and a total of $658.97 in the 
treasury--and accepted.  Under old business, 
Wayne Smith reported that we have the Unitarian 
Universalist Church reserved for the August 
Genealogy Fair.  Under new business, a request 
was made for a new chair for the cemetery project, 
since health problems are restricting Joann Levin 
from continuing.  Nobody accepted the position.  
Mark Honey requested help in inventorying the 
Great Pond Cemetery in the spring.  Newsletters 
and membership lists were passed out to those in 
attendance.  Harris McLean made a correction to 

the cemetery report -- it should read the 6th hole of 
the Bar Harbor Golf Course.  The meeting 
adjourned at 3:00 and a search and swap was held, 
with members exchanging information on 
ancestors.   

 
January 16, 1999 

The January meeting of the Hancock County 
Genealogical Society was held at the Ellsworth 
Public Library with 28 members and guests present. 
 The Secretary's report was read and accepted.  In 
the absence of Austin Carter there was no 
Treasurer's report.  A request was made by 
Charlene Clemons to approve the purchase of 
mailing labels for the newsletter.  Betsey 
Eggleston offered to computerize the membership 
list and create the labels.  The request was 
approved. 

 It was voted to contact vendors for the 
Genealogy Fair in August.  The program for the 
day was Connee Jellison speaking on preparing for 
DAR membership.  After a question and answer 
period, Ms. Jellison agreed to return later in the 
year to do a workshop for those working on DAR 
projects. The meeting adjourned at 3:45 PM. 

 
 

February 20, 1999 
The February meeting of the Hancock County 

Genealogical Society met Saturday February 20, 
1999 at the Ellsworth Public Library with 34 
present.  The Secretary's report was read and 
accepted.  Charlene Clemons reported that 
Treasurer Austin Carter was unable to attend the 
meeting due to the illness of his father and wished 
not to be re-elected to the office of Treasurer again 
this year.  President Spinney gave a brief 
overview of the organization for the many new 
people who were attending.  Joann Levin talked 
about the progress of the Cemetery Project.  She 
turned in the final section of the Mt. Calvary 
project and stated that the index continues to be 
worked on.  A great deal of interest and 
enthusiasm for continuing the project was 
expressed.   Wayne Smith and Charlene Clemons 
talked briefly about the newsletter. 
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Election of officers returned Richard Spinney, 
Elizabeth Eggleston, and Charlene Clemons to the 
offices of President, Vice-President and Secretary, 
respectively.  Wayne Patton was elected 
Treasurer, and Agnes Carr agreed to serve again 
this year as Program Chairperson.  After the 
election of officers everyone introduced 
themselves and told what families they were 
working on.  The meeting adjourned at 3:45 with 
many people working together to exchange 
information on their family searches after the 
adjournment. 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 
 
    Charlene Fox Clemons 
    Secretary 
 
 
 

Happy	  
 

 
If you have ever wondered upon what day of 

the week a certain date fell, while you are on line, 
check out the following address: 

 
http://www.stud.ntnu.no/USERBIN/steffent/ 

kalender.pl?+_t  
 

Ancestor	  
 

 

 
QUERIES 

 
OSGOOD:  Information is requested about Flora 
E. OSGOOD, b. December 28, 1851, probably in 

Ellsworth, daughter of Dr. James T. OSGOOD b. 
Blue Hill December 17, 1826 and Emily W. 
BOSTON b. possibly Herman m. July 3, 1850.  
Dr. Osgood was a dentist in Ellsworth in the 1800's. 
Other children in the family were Clara E. b. 
March 19, 1854 and Frank W. b. Oct. 9, 1859.  
Richard R. Osgood, P.O. Box 1166, Wolfeboro, 
NH 03894 
 
Local Cemeteries:  Kelley Taylore Ryan would 
like local legends and lore of local cemeteries.  
(She has the Buck stone legend.)  If you have 
anything of interest to her you may reach her at: 
Kelley Taylore Ryan, P.O. Box 1295, 
Kennebunkport, ME 04046.  Tel.: 207-967-1372, 
e-mail: kryan@gwi.net 
 
HOPKINS:  Ephraim HOPKINS, Jr. was born in 
Orland, Maine 14 September 1834, son of Ephraim 
HOPKINS, Sr. and Ruth ______.  Everything to 
be had in the Orland town records and Orland 
Historical Society records has been searched. 
Looking for Ephraim HOPKINS, Sr. place of birth 
and residence prior to Orland, Maine.  Another 
Hancock County town??  Trying to help an 
elderly lady gain entry to the Mayflower Society. 
Phil Getchell, c/o Bangor Public Library, 145 
Harlow St., Bangor, ME 04401;  
towncrier2@yahoo.com 

 

Hunting	  
 
New Brunswick Researchers, Please Note: 
 
Mark Honey has acquired a copy of the 1891 
Census of Carleton County, New Brunswick and 
says he is willing to do look-ups for researchers 
who provide him with a self-addressed stamped 
envelope.  His address is: Mark E. Honey, Apt. 
21, Meadowview Apts., Ellsworth, ME 04605.  
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Dear Ancestor 	  
	  

Your tombstone stands among the rest; 
Neglected and alone. 
The name and the date are chiseled out 
On polished, marbled stone. 
 
It reaches out to all who care 
It is too late to mourn. 
You did not know that I exist 
You died and I was born. 
 
Yet each of us are cells of you 
In flesh, in blood, in bone. 
Our blood contracts and beats a pulse 
Entirely not our own. 
 
Dear Ancestor, the place you filled  
One hundred years ago 
Spreads out among the ones you left 
Who would have loved you so. 
 
I wonder if you lived and loved,  
I wonder if you knew 
That someday I would find this spot, 
And come to visit you. 
 
 
 Author Unknown 
 
 

Descendants Sought 
 

At the January HCGS meeting, we were 
presented with 15 photographs dating from 1888 
to 1892. Presumably, these depict students 
(graduates?) of Eastern Maine Conference 
Seminary in Bucksport for the year written on 
the reverse of the photographs, all of which have 
the person's name thereon. 

The names, years, and where photographed 
are as follow: 

James Brooks ‘91   Boston 
Fred Bryant ‘91   Bucksport 
Allen Chase ‘91  Boston 
John Chase ‘92  Boston 
Miss Fernald ‘91  Boston 
Mr. Hanscom ‘91  Buckport 
A. J. Haynes ‘91  Bucksport [Male] 
Adelle Heath ‘92  Boston 
F. Hutchins ‘89  Boston  [Male] 
Mr. Kenney ‘91  Boston 
Flora B. Levenseller ‘91  Boston 
Herbert L. McCann ‘88  Bucksport 
Blanche Moody ‘91  Boston 
Maude A. Muzzy ‘88  Bucksport 
W. R. Pitkin ‘91  Bangor [Male] 
Geo. A. Savage ‘91 Boston 
L. Belle Smallidge ‘92  Boston 
J. Walter Sylvester ‘91  Boston 
Lina B. Taylor ‘92  Boston 
Mr. Wiggin ‘92 Boston   

If you are interested in making copies of any 
of these photographs, please contact Richard 
Spinney at: 667-8728. 

Hancock County Genealogical Society 
c/o Wayne Patton, Treasurer 
P. O. Box 243 
Bass Harbor, ME 04653 
 


