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In new business there was a discussion of
the upcoming survey on the future of HCGS,
meetings, membership, programs, and goals.
Patti handed out a sample of some of the
questions she had come up with to include,
and asked for suggestions. The survey will
go out in October and responses will be
discussed at the annual meeting in January.
The meeting was adjourned and Jane Lord
and Max Brenninkmeyer spoke about the
SHS building and the work they are doing to
keep it up. After everyone had a chance to
look at the collection and the Hill Papers
members who wished were given a chance
to visit the grave of Matthew Patten.
Respectfully submitted,
Charlene Fox Clemons
Secretary

President’s Report
Here we are almost at the end of another
year. It has been quite an interesting one.
Many changes have happened over this past
year. We have tried a new approach to our
meetings by holding some of them at local
historical societies. We did have some
glitches but all in all it seemed to be well
received, both by our hosts and the HCGS
members who were able to attend.
I am looking forward to see what interesting
endeavors we will find in 2014.
As always please do not hesitate to contact
me if you have any comments or questions.
Patti Leland
President
207-266-6186
Pleland57@yahoo.com

Here are some pictures from the visit with
the Surry Historical Society
Capt Matthew Patten’s headstone

Hancock County Genealogical Society
September 2013 Minutes
The September meeting of the Hancock
County Genealogical Society met on
Saturday, September 14, 2013 as the guests
of the Surry Historical Society in Surry with
15 people present. The minutes of the
August, 2013 meeting were read and
accepted. Membership stands at 77
members. The treasurer reported an income
of $ .04 for the month of August and no
expenses, leaving a total as of 2 September,
2013 of $ 3911.64. The report was
accepted. Patti will do the next issue of the
newsletter and would like someone to step
up and take the position beginning in
January. There was a reminder that the
October meeting will be at the Ellsworth
Library and the November meeting will be
held at the Sullivan Sorrento Historical
Society at the Rec Building in Sullivan.
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Thank you to Max Brenninkmeyer and all the members of the
Surry Historical Society for allowing the HCGS to hold our
meeting at your Historical Society, showing us items from your
collection and your wonderful building and finally for
taking us to see the
Capt. Matthew Patten grave.
Thank you to Charlene Clemons for taking the pictures.
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While we were visiting in Surry in August,
we were fortunate enough to be able to view
the Matthew Patten stone. Matthew is the
ancestor of many of us and is a
Revolutionary War Veteran.
Here is the footstone for Capt. Matthew
Patten:

response to the survey with 21 of the 64
people who were sent emails responding and
15 of the 22 who were sent paper copies
responding. The online survey is now done,
but paper surveys are still welcome. Results
of the survey will be compiled and sent out
prior to the 11 January 2014 annual meeting
when they will be discussed. That meeting
will be held at the Ellsworth Library at 9:30
am. A question was asked about what
MOCCA is doing with cemetery inventories
and updates that have been submitted. A
discussion ensued about the format of
recording cemeteries, the Surry Village
Cemetery project and maintenance of
Veteran's graves. A mention was made of
LD274 which recently passed concerning
the responsibility of cities and town to
maintain Veteran's graves. There was
discussion on the on-going Moore family
work with plans to advertise a workshop on
the Moore family in early 2014 inviting
people with an interest to come share there
information. Charlene made a motion to
adjourn the meeting with a second by Paul
and the meeting was adjourned at 10:37am.
After the meeting Jeanne Edwards gave a
tour of the genealogical resources of
Sullivan Sorrento Historical Society and
answered questions of those present. There
was further discussion of various families
being researched before the last of the group
left at 11:44AM.
Respectfully submitted,
Charlene Fox Clemons
Secretary

Hancock County Genealogical Society
November 9, 2013 Minutes
The November meeting of the Hancock
County Genealogical Society was held at the
Sullivan Sorrento Historical Society in
Sullivan with 8 members and two “twigs”
(Patti's grandsons) present. President Patti
Leland called the meeting to order at
9:34am. There were no minutes for the
October meeting which was held at the
Ellsworth Public Library due to the absence
of the secretary. The Treasurer was away
this month so there was no treasurer's report.
Membership stands at 77 members.
Members were reminded that dues are due
in January for 2014. Patti spoke about the

The survey was completed on November 4, 2013.
It was sent to all 77 members. We had a return of
approximately 31. All of the responses are going to
be complied and sent out to all members. This will
take some time but you should receive yours by
early December. The results will be discussed at
the January 2014 meeting.
The January meeting is also the Annual meeting
and will include the election of the officers for
2014.
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!!! Reminder !!!
2014 dues are due beginning on January 1,
2014.
Dues are 10.00 for an individual or family.
Please send your dues to:
Hancock County Genealogical Society
Attention: Charlene Clemons
96 Mud Creek Rd.
Hancock, Maine 04640
Thank you!

Here are some pictures of our trip to the
Sullivan Sorrento Historical Society

Thank you Jeanne Edwards for allowing our
group to hold our monthly meeting at the
Sullivan Sorrento Historical Society.
Thank you Charlene Clemons for taking the
pictures.
The next meeting will be held on Saturday,
January 11th at 9:30 in the Riverview Room of
the Ellsworth Public Library.
Sending
everyone
very Happy
Holiday wishes!
More
pictures
from Sullivan
Sorrento:
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Last week a friend and I went to
Amesbury and Salem, Massachusetts
to visit the Macy Colby house to see
the cradle and spinning wheel that
belonged to Susannah North Martin –
who was accused of being a witch and
hung in 1692 and to take a tour around
Salem. See the photos below are of her
cradle and spinning wheel.
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In the minutes from the November meeting
LD274 was mentioned. Here is the wording
of the new law:
An Act To Preserve and Protect Ancient
Burial Grounds and Burial Grounds in
Which Veterans Are Buried Mandate
preamble. This measure requires one or
more local units of government to expand or
modify activities so as to necessitate
additional expenditures from local revenues
but does not provide funding for at least
90% of those expenditures. Pursuant to
the Constitution of Maine, Article IX,
Section 21, 2/3 of all of the members elected
to each House have determined it necessary
to enact this measure. Be it enacted by the
People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 13 MRSA §1101, as amended by PL
1999, c. 700, §1, is repealed and the
following enacted in its place: §1101.
Maintenance and repairs; municipality
1. Ancient burying grounds. In any ancient
burying ground, as referenced in Title
30-A, section 5723, the municipality in
which that burying ground is located shall
keep in good condition all graves,
headstones, monuments and markers and, to
the best of its ability given the location and
accessibility of the ancient burying ground,
shall keep the grass, weeds and brush
suitably cut and trimmed on those graves
from May 1st to September 30th of each
year. A municipality may designate a
caretaker to whom it delegates for a
specified period of time the municipality's
responsibilities regarding an ancient burying
ground. 2. Grave sites of veterans in public
burying grounds. In any public burying
ground in which a veteran of the Armed
Forces of the United States is buried, the
municipality in which that burying ground is
located shall keep the grave, headstone,
monument or marker designating the burial
place of any veteran of the Armed Forces of
the United States in good condition and
repair from May 1st to September 30th of

each year, including: A. Regrading the
grave site to make it level when the grave
site has sunk 3 or more inches compared to
the surrounding ground;
B. Maintaining the proper height and
orientation, both vertical and horizontal, of
the headstone, monument or marker;
C. Ensuring that inscriptions on the
headstone, monument or marker are visible
and legible;
D. Ensuring that the average height of grass
at the grave site is between 1.5 to 2.5
inches but no more than 3 inches;
E. Keeping a flat grave marker free of grass
and debris; and
F. Keeping the burial place free of fallen
trees, branches, vines and weeds.
Sec. 2. 13 MRSA §1101-B, as enacted by
PL 1999, c. 700, §2, is amended to
read: §1101-B. Ancient burying grounds
1. Access to ancient burying grounds on
privately owned land. The owner of an
ancient burying ground shall provide
municipalities a municipality or its caretaker
designated pursuant to section 1101 access
necessary to perform the duties pursuant to
section 1101 and Title 30-A, section 2901.
Any unreasonable denial to provide
municipalities access may result in the
owner being held responsible for any fines,
court costs and attorney's fees incurred by
municipalities in legally obtaining access or
for failing to meet the requirements of
section 1101.
2. Maintenance by landowner. A person who
owns a parcel of land that contains
an ancient burying ground and chooses to
deny access to the municipality or its
caretaker designated pursuant to section
1101 shall assume the duties as described in
section 1101 and Title 30-A, section 2901,
subsection 1. Maintenance of an ancient
burying ground by the owner exempts the
municipality from performing the duties as
described in section 1101.
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