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A New Year Beginneth 
 

From the President 
 
 Welcome to Spring! We are putting together the 
dates of upcoming speakers.  We should have a 
somewhat complete meeting schedule by next month.  
When something changes between newsletters I will 
email to let you know.  Please let me know if you have 
any questions or concerns regarding the HCGS. 
 Wayne Smith is our new Newsletter Editor.  He 
will introduce himself to you. 
   – Patti Leland, President 

 
 

HANCOCK COUNTY GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY MINUTES 

12 November 2016 
  
 The November meeting of the Hancock County 
Genealogical Society was held Saturday, 
November 12, 2016 in the Riverview Room of the 
Ellsworth Public Library. 
 The meeting was called to order by President 
Patti Leland at 10:10 am.  The treasurer reported 
expenses of $299.00 for Ancestry.Com, $37.00 to 
renew our Domain Name, $35.00 for our web 
address, $200.00 in Grant Awards, and $29.00 for 
postage for a grand total of $150.56 for the year.  
The balance on 31 December 2015 was $ 5.098.65 
less expenditures of $150.56 left a 12 November 
2016 balance of $ 4,948.09.  The report was 
accepted as read. 
 Three members went to the Surry Village 
Cemetery October 8th to continue work on the new 
inventory of that cemetery. 
 Wayne Smith has volunteered to begin doing 

the newsletter in January 2017.   
 We voted to renew Mark Honey's Ancestry 
membership.   
 Possible programs for next year were discussed 
including asking Ray MacDonald to reprise the 
talk he did for Surry Historical Society on Matthew 
Patten.   
 The meeting was followed by a Swap and 
Share.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Charlene Fox Clemons, Secretary 
 
 

HANCOCK COUNTY GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY MINUTES 

14 January 2017 
 

 The annual meeting of the Hancock County 
Genealogical Society was called to order by 
President Patti Leland.  Minutes from the previous 
meeting were not available with an apology from 
the Secretary.   
 Max reported dues of $440.00, contribution of 
$10.00 and interest of $ .52 for a total of $450.52 
income.  The balance as of 12-31-2016 was 
$4,649.17.  The Treasurer's report was read and 
accepted.   
 Officers elected unopposed for the new year: 
President, Patti Leland; Vice-President, empty; 
Treasurer, Max Brenninkmeyer; Secretary / 
Membership, Charlene Clemons; Newsletter 
Editor, Wayne Smith.   
 Max reported the Surry Village Cemetery 
inventory is about ¾ done.   
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 Patti is trying to schedule Debbie Dyer to do 
her program on the Bar Harbor fire in April and 
Ray MacDonald on Matthew Patten in May. 
 Old Business:  Max confirmed that Mark's 
Ancestry subscription had been renewed.   
 New Business:  Patti asked if there was 
anything the library needed.  Charlene talked 
briefly about the library purchasing a new 
microfilm scanner.  She also mentioned that she is 
working with Adam Fisher at the State Library to 
have the Ellsworth American digitized through a 
grant received by the State Library in the fall.  At 
present Adam is trying to schedule a meeting with 
Alan Baker who seems to be interested in having 
the American digitized.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Charlene Fox Clemons, Secretary 
 
 
 
HANCOCK COUNTY GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY MINUTES 

March 11, 2017 
 

 The March meeting of the Hancock County 
Genealogical Society was held Saturday, March 11, 
2017 at the Ellsworth Public Library 
 In the absence of the president, Wayne Smith 
called the meeting to order at 10:00 am with five 
members present. 
 Minutes of the November and January 
meetings were read and approved subject to 
corrections in the financial numbers which Max 
will provide.  In February the meeting was 
canceled due to weather conditions.  Membership 
stands at 37 members who have paid their 2017 
dues. 
 Treasurer's report was read listing dues of 
$260.00, interest of $ .03 for a total income in 
January and February of $260.05.  Postage was 
$18.80 (for mailing of membership cards) leaving 
a balance of $241.28 income.  The balance on 28 
February 2017 was $ 4,890.45.  The report was 
accepted.   
 

 A moment of reflection was held in honor of 
five members and former members who passed 
away in the past few months: Constance Hanscom, 
one of the original members of HCGS, well known 
for her exacting standards in her genealogy 
research, and author of the Garland family 
genealogy passed in the fall at 98 years; Earl 
Johnston, a recent member who had done a lot of 
work on his family and worked with the Riverside 
Cemetery in Hancock; Geneva Frost, a long-time 
member, who was always willing to lend a hand 
with research in her area; and two past members, 
Barbara Caruso, was a member for a few years, 
and Joann Levin, one of the original members 
when HCGS reinvented itself in the 1990's and the 
first one to do an inventory of Mount Calvary 
Cemetery.  They will all be missed in our 
community. 
 Programs for the year were discussed.  Patti 
has not been able to follow through with Ray 
McDonald and Debbie Dyer for April and May 
programs.  Other programs discussed were having 
Nancy Mason come back and do another program 
on DNA since many of us have had the tests done 
after her last visit.  Charlene will contact her to see 
if she would be willing to come in June or July.  
We talked about a possible panel of us, telling 
short stories of genealogical interest.  Max offered 
to do a program on Moses Hammond.  
Confirmations of dates will be at the next meeting. 
 Wayne talked about obituary indexes belonging 
to the Ellsworth American.  He showed us the last 
book going through 1931.  He has had them 
scanned by Adam Fisher and is copying and 
indexing them himself.   
 Wayne also discussed the newsletter and what 
he needed from everyone.  Stories, queries, items 
of interest are welcome.  Contact Wayne at: 
wayne@mrlanguage.com. 
 Ralph Harris showed the books on the Ruggles 
family, early settlers of Carmel, that he has put 
together for the Carmel Historical Society.   
 The meeting was closed at 11:04 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Charlene Fox Clemons, Secretary 
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From the Library 
  
 Our new director, Amy Wisehart took over on 
December 5, 2016.  That allowed me to return to 
my previous title of cataloger / genealogy librarian.  
While I am still helping Amy get accustomed to 
the library, it has been a smooth transition.   
 It is nice to have more time to focus on the 
Whitmore Collection.  I have added several Picton 
Press/MGS and NEHGS publications to the 
collection.  These were some that had been missed 
during the past few years.   
 As those of you who use the collection 
regularly know, the microform reader is showing 
the wear and tear of many years of service.  At this 
point we are in the process of looking at replacing 
it with a digital reader.  I am talking to sales 
representatives and visiting machines in other 
libraries to see what works well for them.  Stay 
tuned for future developments.   
 In the fall of 2016 Maine State Library 
received a grant to digitize newspapers.  We have 
been working with them in the person of Adam 
Fisher to get permission to digitize the Ellsworth 
American.  Since Adam has a local connection to 
Ellsworth, he is the perfect person for us to work 
with.  Again, stay tuned for future developments.  I 
will keep you posted.   
 I am working part time but you can always 
contact me at cclemons@ellsworthlibrary.net with 
any questions you might have.   
 
See you at the library, 
Charlene 
 

Queries - Charlene Clemons, Editor 

 In each edition of the Hancock Historian, we 
will be happy to publish, free of charge, queries 
from our readers.  Please make your questions as 
clear as possible, including any information you 
have about the person you are searching for.  Names, 
dates of birth, death, or marriage, and places of same 
will help you establish a link with other readers.  
 Your submissions for this column may be sent 
to me by mail: 

Charlene Clemons 
   96 Mud Creek Rd. 

Hancock, ME 04640 
 

by e-mail at foxtail10000@yahoo.com, or may be 
dropped in the Queries folder in the vertical file in 
the Alvin S. Whitmore Memorial Collection at 
the Ellsworth Public Library. 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 
YOUR QUERIES WILL GO HERE 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

 
From the Editor - Wayne H. Smith 
 
 Well, I finally retired after 45 years of teaching 
foreign languages in one situation or another, and 
have proceeded to make the same mistake that all 
retired people have warned me about.  I've been 
volunteering in too many places.  I'm currently 
President of the Surry Historical Society, on the 
Board of the Ellsworth Historical Society, 
Historian of the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Ellsworth, Historian of the Make Beautiful Tribe, a 
Gay men's organization in Downeast Maine, and a 
Board member of the Hancock County 
Genealogical Society.  As if that weren't enough 
already, I volunteered to take on the task of editing 
this newsletter, the Hancock Historian, a job that I 
first took on about twenty years ago as our Society 
was in the process of "reinventing itself" as 
Charlene mentioned on the previous page. 
 Among the tasks I have taken on are the 
following: 
1. Preparing an index for several handwritten 
notebooks containing a listing of the obituaries 
appearing in the Ellsworth American between 1899 
and 1931.  I first became aware of the existence of 
these notebooks from an article appearing in the 
Ellsworth American on Nov. 19, 2015 [a scan of 
which appears on the next page].  I immediately 
realized their genealogical value and approached 
Stephen Fay of the American staff who granted me 
temporary possession of the books so that I could 
index them.  That has eaten up no small amount of 
my time. 
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2. Putting together a course on the history of the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Ellsworth which 
will be held at the church beginning in May.  This 
course is in preparation for an actual published 
history of the church which will hopefully be ready 
within the next three years. 
3. Maintaining a directory of the historical 
societies, libraries, and museums of Hancock 
County, including contact information, hours of 
operation, and a list of the officers of each 
organization.  [If you would like a copy of this 
directory, just contact me at: 
wayne@mrlanguage.com.] 
4. Dreaming about forming an association of 
church historians here in Hancock County.  Maybe 
I'll call it CHURCH: "Church Historians United to 
Research Church History".  (Hey, I can dream, 
can't I?) 
 

 
 

 
Mark Honey's Research Gems 
 
 Mark Honey spends a lot of time digging into the deeds at the Hancock County 
Courthouse and online at www.hancockcountydeeds.com and occasionally turns up 
interesting gems from Hancock County's past.   Here's his latest: 
 
I	came	across	this	little	pearl	in	a	deed,	138-159,	28	October	1870,	Robert	Alexander	of	
Ellsworth	to	James	Falls,	which	was	essentially	a	contract	to	maintain	Robert	Alexander	
in	his	declining	years.	
	
"Various	lots…	Also	all	the	stock	now	in	the	premises	hereby	conveyed,	and	all	farming	
utensils	of	every	description,	and	the	two	daughters	Jane	E	&	Anna	F	Alexander,	to	
have	a	home	as	they	have	heretofore	had	as	long	as	they	remain	single,	meaning	
hereby	to	convey	all	of	the	above	parcels	of	land	together	with	the	buildings	thereon	
standing…"	
	
What	a	bargain!	Land,	livestock,	farming	utensils,	and	two	stout	spinsters	that	were	
probably	so	homely	you	couldn't	even	backup	to	kiss	them.	But	a	bargain	is	a	bargain,	
and	the	word	accoutrements	is	given	a	rather	refined	nuance.	
	
	 –	Mark	E.	Honey	
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Free Workshop on French-Canadian Genealogy 
 The University of Maine Franco-American Programs and Penobscot County Genealogical Society 
are co-sponsoring a workshop by George Findlen on Monday, May 1, 2017 at 110 Crossland Hall at the 
University of Maine, across from the Alfond Arena.  The workshop is divided into four parts: 
 • 2-3 p.m.: Using Standard Histories to Find Elusive Relatives – how to use the often 
overlooked industrial, regional, local, and social histories as sources of information about our families. 
 • 3:15-4:15 p.m.: How to Tell is your French-Canadian Ancestors include Acadians – a "how-
to" presentation of the steps to follow to ferret out which French-Canadian ancestors descend from the 
Acadians, the original European settlers of NS, PEI, and NB. 
 • 6-7 p.m.: Finding What Can't be Found: A Case Study in Whole Family Research – a 
description of all the reference works used to identify the parents of a woman well-documented as a 
mother and how indirect evidence from the woman's siblings, nieces, and nephews' baptismal and 
marriage records were used to establish a firm link between two generations. 
 • 7:15-8:15 p.m.: Using the 1917 Code of Canon Law to Understand Odd Entries in Catholic 
Parish Registers – helping those who frequently work with microfilmed Catholic parish registers learn 
about a resource that explains things from those registers that we never notice and certainly fail to 
understand. 
 
 
 
 
 

Hancock County Genealogical Society  
Membership Application 

Name:_________________________________________________ 
Address:_______________________________________________ 
City:______________________ State:______ Zip:_____________ 
 
Telephone:_____________________________________________ 
E-Mail:________________________________________________ 
 
Families/Areas you are researching:________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
Please enclose dues of $10.00 per individual or family for 2017.  Thank 

you!      
Send to: Charlene Clemons, 96 Mud Creek Rd., Hancock, ME 04640 
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You Know You’re a Genealogist if… 

• ...your email contact list contains more distant cousins than immediate family. 
• ...you’ve tried to inspire the next generation by whispering in a newborn’s ear, “Genealogy is fun.” 
• ...you evaluate the surnames of acquaintances to see how they might be related. 
• ...you know all the maiden names of all your female friends. 
• ...you secretly celebrate a forebear’s birthday. 
• ...the highlight of your last trip was a cemetery visit. 
• ...you answer "Island", "history", and "record" when asked to give the first words that come to 

mind on hearing: "Ellis", "family", and "vital". 
• ...dead people are more interesting to you than the living. 
• ...you love living in the past lane. 
• ...a scanner and archival storage containers are more exciting gifts than jewelry or football tickets. 
• ...you know what inst. and ult. stand for. 
• ...your vacation bucket list includes Fort Wayne, Salt Lake City, and Washington, D.C. 
• ...there is a courthouse programmed into your GPS. 
• ...you’ve ever had your photo taken in front of a tombstone and you were actually smiling! 
• ...you know more about the past than the present. 
• ...you know what a GEDCOM and an ahnentafel are. 
• ...you substitute your great-great-grandmother’s maiden name for your mother’s (in answer to a 

security question). 
• ...you say “Honey, I’ll just be a few minutes on the computer,” and then find yourself awestruck 

by the sunrise. 

 


